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ATTENTION DELEGATES

NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will be 

held at the Doubletree Newark Airport 

Hotel on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, begin-

ning no earlier than 10:00 a.m. It will 

follow the Delegate Forum which will 

begin at 9:00 a.m.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Big Apple Working Group Club

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS 

Alyson Casper, Davie, FL, 

Dog Obedience Club of Hollywood

Brenda Dorman, Norfolk, VA,  

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Club USA

Anita Forde, San Luis Obispo, CA, 

Santa Maria Kennel Club

Jan Ritchie Gladstone, Stokesdale, NC, 

Waterloo Kennel Club

Chris Murphy, Elizabethtown, KY,  

St. Petersburg Dog Fanciers Association

Robin Springer, Klamath Falls, OR, 

Klamath Dog Fanciers

Robin Stansell, Clayton, NC,  

French Bulldog Club of America 

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617
101 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10178

Raleigh, NC Customer Call Center�����������������������������������������������������(919) 233-9767
New York, NY Office��������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8200
Fax��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8299
Website������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ www.akc.org

TRIAL BOARDS

APPEALS TRIAL BOARD
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN,

ESQ., CHAIR 
BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ
EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
MEDORA HARPER

CARL HOLDER
VINCENT INDEGLIA
LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL
ROBERT NEWMAN

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
ROBERT STEIN

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK 
SYLVIA THOMAS

PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
FRANK BARTON

ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES

THOMAS POWERS

CLASS OF 2026
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2028
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

SALLY L. FINEBURG
DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding 
the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type 
and function.
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred dog 
as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the rights 
of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship

SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, Sport Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Judging Operations

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

DENNIS B. SPRUNG 
President 

Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO 
Executive Secretary

THEODORE E. PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

Click here to read the 
May 2024 issue!

http://www.unknown.com
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NOTICE

As a result of an Event Committee deter-
mination the following individual stands 
suspended of AKC privileges.  It should 
be noted that this determination may still 
be appealed and may be reversed.  Upon 
expiration of the appeal process, an appro-
priate notice describing the status of the 
individual’s suspension, if any, will appear 
in this column:	

Ms. Lauren House (Nevada City, CA)
Mr. Timothy Rahn (Hamburg, PA)

NOTICE
Ms. Paige McCarver (Amado, AZ). 

Action was taken by the Scottsdale Dog 
Fanciers Association for conduct at its 
November 25, 2023 event. Ms. McCarver 
was charged with improper treatment 
in connection with an event.  The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a three-month suspension of all AKC priv-
ileges and a $300 fine, effective February 
27, 2024. (Whippets)

NOTICE
Ms. Cynthia Muller (San Jacinto, CA). 

Action was taken by the Del Sur Kennel 
Club for conduct at its March 17, 2024 
event. Ms. Muller was charged with whelp-
ing dogs at an event site. The Staff Event 
Committee reviewed the Event Committee’s 
report and set the penalty as a reprimand 

and $200 fine. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
Ms. Alexandra Topole (Stuart, FL). Action 

was taken by the Palm Bay Agility Club for 
conduct at its January 12, 2024 event.  Ms. 
Topole was charged with improper treat-
ment in connection with an event.  The 
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as a 
three-month suspension of all AKC privi-
leges and a $300 fine, effective February 27, 
2024. (Kerry Blue Terrier)

NOTICE
Ms. Kimberly Vonk (San Jacinto, CA). 

Action was taken by the Del Sur Kennel 
Club for conduct at its March 17, 2024 
event. Ms. Vonk was charged with whelp-
ing dogs at an event site. The Staff Event 
Committee reviewed the Event Committee’s 
report and set the penalty as a reprimand 
and $200 fine. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Mr. Jarnell 
Carter (Florissant, MO) for three-months 
from all AKC privileges and imposed a 
$100 fine, for harassment, written or verbal, 
effective April 9, 2024. (Afghan Hounds)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 
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Committee has suspended Ms. Blaire Hall 
(Warrensburg, MO) for five years from all 
AKC privileges and imposed a $1,000 fine 
for refusal to make her dogs and records 
available for inspection, effective April 9, 
2024. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Mr. Jen Harmon 
(Fonda, NY) for three months from regis-
tration privileges and imposed a $500 fine 
for signing an AKC document on behalf of 
another without filing a properly completed 
Power of Attorney form and submitting 
an online litter application without written 
permission from the co-litter owner, effec-
tive April 9, 2024. (Labrador Retrievers, 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi)

NOTICE
The AKC Board of Directors has sus-

pended Mr. Gary Hoskins (Girard, IL) 
from event privileges for one month 
and imposed a $500 fine per count, for 
a total of $1,000 for the two counts of 
inappropriate, abusive, or foul language, 
and a $100 fine per count, for a total of 
$1,100 for the eleven (11) counts of con-
duct alleged to be prejudicial to purebred 
dogs, purebred dog events, or to the best 
interests of the AKC for violating the 
Miniature American Shepherd Club of the 
United States of America’s Constitution 

& By-laws, effective April 13, 2024. 
(Miniature American Sheperds)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee Ms. Angela Powell (Ailey, GA) 
for a lifetime of all AKC privileges and 
imposed a $10,000 fine, for violating AKC’s 
Judicial or Administrative Determination of 
Inappropriate Treatment policy, effective 
April 9, 2024. (Multiple Breeds)

 NOTICE
Notification of fines imposed on a super-

intendent for violation of scheduling of 
judges, Multiple All-Breed or Limited Breed 
Shows on One Day Policy
BaRay Event Services......................... $250

Notification of fines imposed on a club 
for late submission of event records, 
Rules Applying to Dog Shows, Chapter 17, 
Section 2 and Rally Regulations, Chapter 
1, Section 4
Fresno Dog Training Club.................... $25

Notification of fines imposed on a club 
for late submission of obedience results, 
Rules Applying to Dog Shows, Chapter 17, 
Section 2
Fresno Dog Training Club.................... $25

Notification of a fine imposed on a club 
for late submission of event records, Beagle 
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Field Trial Rules, Chapter 10
Ark-La-Miss Beagle Club..................... $50

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE 
CHARTER AND BYLAWS OF THE 
AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC. – ARTICLE 
VII, SECTION 1

The AKC Board has endorsed the 
following amendment to Article VII, 
Section 1 of the Charter and Bylaws 
of The American Kennel Club, Inc., 
proposed by the Greater Clark County 
Kennel Club. This will be voted on at the 
June 11, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

ARTICLE VII
SECTION 1. The AKC shall be governed 
by a Board of Directors consisting of thir-
teen (13) voting members, all of whom 
must be Delegates, except as provided 
for in Section 3 of this Article. The Board 
shall be elected as follows:

At each annual meeting the Delegates shall 
elect Directors from the list of candidates 
nominated as provided in Article VIII of 
these Bylaws. The thirteen voting Directors 
shall be divided into four classes of three (3), 
three (3), three (3), and four (4) members. 
Such Directors to hold office for four (4) 
years or until their successors are elected. At 
each annual meeting the Delegates shall elect 
such other Director or Directors as shall be 
required to fill the place of any Director who 
has died or resigned before the expiration of 

the term for which he or she was elected. 
Excluding the President, who serves as a 

non-voting member, no members of the Board 
of Directors may be employed by the AKC 
nor may they receive remuneration from the 
AKC on a consulting or contract basis. 

Excluding the President, no members 
of the Board of Directors are eligible for 
employment by the AKC or any AKC divi-
sion or subsidiary for a period of twelve 
months from the date when they last served 
on the Board, nor may they receive remu-
neration from the AKC on a contract or 
consulting basis for a period of twelve 
months from the date when they last served 
on the Board. The President shall serve on 
the Board as an ex officio non-voting mem-
ber during his/her tenure as President.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE 
FIELD TRIAL RULES AND STANDARD 
PROCEDURE FOR POINTING BREEDS – 
CHAPTER 14, NEW SECTION 36

The AKC Board has endorsed the fol-
lowing amendment to Chapter 14, New 
Section 36 of the Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedure for Pointing 
Breeds, proposed by the English Setter 
Association of America. This will be voted 
on at the June 11, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

Chapter 14. National Championship 
Events 
Section 36. (New Section) A National 
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Walking Gun Dog Championship for 
English Setters may be held not more than 
once in any calendar year.  The stake must 
be held or sponsored by the Parent Club 
and must be designated a walking stake. 
The event shall be for dogs over six (6) 
months of age. The ESAA may develop 
entry qualifications that exceed the 
AKC minimum standard for a National 
Championship.  Dogs placing in this 
stake shall be credited with championship 
points in accord with the schedule for 
Field Championships and the winner shall 
be entitled to the designation “National 
Walking Gun Dog Champion of 20__.” 
(NWGDC)

This addition will be retroactive back to 
November 2023 in order to acknowledge a 
Walking Championship stake held by the 
Parent Club.   

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 
DELEGATE STANDING RULE ON 
COMMITTEES
The Delegate Coordinating Committee 
has brought forward the following amend-
ments to be voted on at the June 11, 2024 
Delegate Meeting.

I. This rule shall be known as 
“The Standing Rule on Delegate 
Committees.”.
II. The goals of these committees 
are:  

A. To provide the broad-based inde-
pendent involvement of the Delegates 
in matters affecting the dog fancy.
B. To identify and utilize the expertise 
within the Delegate Body and within 
the fancy.

III. The Delegates establish the fol-
lowing standing committees and 
charge them as follows:
Committees have been rearranged in alpha-
betical order.

A. All-Breed Clubs
1. To share information and proce-
dures useful to All-Breed Clubs.
2. To find ways of making All-
Breed Clubs and their events more 
effective and efficient in serving the 
needs of their members and their 
communities.

B. Bylaws
1. To review and make recommen-
dations on proposed amendments 
to the Bylaws.

C. Canine Health
1. To gather and share with the 
Delegates scientific information 
vital to the improvement of Canine 
Health.
2. To recommend to the Delegates 
educational programs, procedures, 
and research relevant to Canine 
Health.

D. Companion Events
1. To share information and pro-
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cedures useful to Obedience, 
Tracking, Rally and Agility Clubs 
offering Companion Events. 
2. To find ways for helping of mak-
ing Obedience, Tracking, Rally and 
Agility Clubs offering Companion 
Events to make and their events 
more effective and efficient in serv-
ing the needs of their members and 
their communities.
3. Make recommendations on issues 
affecting Companion Events.

E. Delegate Advocacy and 
Advancement

1. To review and make recommen-
dations on issues and proposals 
affecting the future structure of the 
Delegate Body, Delegate empower-
ment, changes relating to Delegate 
meetings and Delegate eligibility.
2. Delegate mentorship and orienta-
tion. 

F. Dog Show Rules
1. To review and make recommen-
dations on proposed amendments to 
Dog Show Rules.

G. Field Trial and Hunting Test 
Events

1. To share information and proce-
dures useful to clubs holding field 
trial and hunting test with all local 
clubs holding field trials and hunting 
tests current information, proce-
dures, and best practices.

2. To find ways of making field trial 
and hunting test clubs and their 
events more provide help to clubs 
holding field trials and hunting tests 
be effective and efficient in serving 
the needs of their members and 
their communities.
3. To support the role of clubs that 
hold field trial and hunting test 
clubs and events in enhancing and 
preserving the working skills of the 
breeds involved.  

H. Herding, Earthdog, Coursing 
and Scent Work Events

1. To share information and proce-
dures useful to the clubs that con-
duct Herding, Earthdog, Coursing 
and Scent Work events.
2. To find ways of making Herding, 
Earthdog, Coursing and Scent 
Work events and the clubs that con-
duct such events more effective and 
efficient in serving the needs of their 
members and their communities.
3. To support the role of Herding, 
Earthdog, Coursing and Scent 
Work events and the clubs that con-
duct these events in enhancing and 
preserving the working skills of the 
breeds involved.

I. Parent Clubs
1. To share information and proce-
dures useful to Parent Clubs.
2. To find ways of making Parent 
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Clubs and Parent Club events more 
effective and efficient in serving 
the needs of their members, their 
breeds, and their local specialty 
clubs.

J. Coordinating Committee
1. To determine the scope and juris-
diction of Delegate committees.
2. To establish procedural guide-
lines for committee operations.
3. To coordinate, control, and facil-
itate committee request for staff 
resources and committee expenses.
4. To ensure the timely submission 
of committee annual reports.
5. To review committee effective-
ness and make recommendations.
4. To review and approve/support 
“joint” subcommittees.

IV. The membership of the com-
mittees, except for the Coordinating 
Committee, shall be elected by the 
Delegates as follows:

A. Elections for standing committees 
shall be held at the Delegate quarterly 
meeting in September of each year.
B. Members of the Board of Directors 
are not eligible to serve as voting mem-
bers on Delegate committees.
C. A Delegate may self-nominate for 
only one committee.
D. Each self-nominated Delegate shall 
submit to AKC a statement of not 
more than 150 words indicating his or 

her qualifications.
E. AKC shall furnish to the Delegates, 
with the call for the meeting at which 
the election will be held, the list of 
nominees for each committee, the 
statements of qualification, the record 
of attendance at Delegate Meetings, 
incumbents’ attendance records at 
Delegate Committee Meetings, and 
the length of tenure of each nominee.
F. If the nominations for any commit-
tee are equal to or less than the maxi-
mum number of committee members 
to be elected, there shall be no election 
for that committee and the nominated 
candidates shall be deemed elected.
G. Elections shall be by written ballot 
at a regular Delegate Meeting.

1. Those nominees receiving the 
most votes shall be elected.
2. If at any annual election the num-
ber of nominees would result in a 
committee of less than five mem-
bers, that committee shall not func-
tion for that year.
3. Standing committees shall consist 
of no more than eleven members.
4. In case of a tie for the last posi-
tion on any committee, the tie will 
be resolved by a standing vote of the 
Delegates.

V. The committees shall be orga-
nized as follows:

A. At the conclusion of the Delegate 
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Meeting at which they are elected, 
each committee shall elect a Chair, 
Assistant Chair, then a Secretary. Any 
Committee without an election can 
reorganize following their Committee 
Meeting on Committee Day.
B. The Coordinating Committee 
shall be comprised of the Chairs of 
each of the other Delegate Standing 
Committees. The Coordinating 
Committee shall, at its first meeting, 
elect a Chair, then a Secretary.  
C. Committee members shall serve 
terms determined as follows: 

1. Upon initial committee election, 
committees shall be divided into 
three classes, as follows:  

2. Thereafter all newly Elected 
members will serve three-year 
terms., unless completing a term of 
a vacant position. 
3. Appointed positions will serve 
until the next Committee election 

and must self-nominate to run for 
election.

D. From time to time, the Delegate 
Body may establish and charge addi-
tional standing committees. Staffing of 
additional committees will follow the 
procedure described in Article IV.

VI. The Following operating rules 
shall apply to committees:  

A. Committees may, at their discre-
tion, invite non-Delegates to partici-
pate in a non-voting capacity.
B. Committees may, at their discre-
tion, seek liaison with Board Members.
C. All committee reports shall be 
directed to the Delegate Body with 
copies to the Board of Directors. min-
utes shall be posted on the Delegate 
Portal within 30 days following the 
quarterly meeting.
D. An annual written report shall be 
submitted to the Delegate Body by a 
date designated by the Coordinating 
Committee.
E. Interim oral or written reports 
may be submitted by committees at 
their discretion, or as directed by the 
Coordinating Committee. 
D. Committees will consider and 
respond to Board requests for input.  
In instances where a   committee is 
responding to a Board request, their 
report will go directly to the Board. 
The Delegate Standing Committees 
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may send letters concerning areas 
addressed by their Committee to the 
AKC Board of Directors.
E. No committee shall speak in 
the name of the Delegates or the 
American Kennel Club without writ-
ten approval of the Board of Directors.
F. Each committee shall respect the 
powers designated to the Board of 
Directors in Articles IX and X of the 
Bylaws.
G. All committee meetings shall be 
open to Delegates as observers only 
unless recognized by the Chair to con-
tribute to the discussion.  
H. Committees shall utilize Robert’s 
Rules of Order Newly Revised. 
I. In the absence of both the elected 
Chair, and the elected Assistant Chair, 
the committee members present at the 
meeting shall elect an interim chair., 
until the official Delegate meeting is 
adjourned.
J. Three consecutive absences without 
the approval of the committee chair 
shall constitute a resignation from that 
committee. 
K. Vacancies on a committee shall be 
filled, until the next committee elec-
tion, by a vote of the committee.
L. Committees shall meet in con-
junction with the quarterly Delegate 
Meetings. Special meetings may 
only be held at other times with the 

prior approval of the Coordinating 
Committee.
M. Committee sign in sheets are at the 
discretion of Committee Chairs.

VII. None of the above provisions 
shall be presumed to limit the power 
of the Board of Directors to appoint 
committees as specified in Article X, 
Section 2 of the Bylaws.

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the 
Judging Operations Department at PO 
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. 
Letters concerning Agility, Obedience, 
Rally, Tracking, and VST applicants should 
be addressed to the Companion Events 
Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant, pro-
vide that individual with copies of letters 
received regarding their judging qualifica-
tions. As a result, it should be understood 
that any such correspondence will be made 
available, upon request, to the judge or 
judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all Conformation 
and Junior Showmanship judges to notify 
the Judging Operations Department of any 
changes or corrections to their address, 
phone, fax or emails. These changes are 
very important because they affect your 
judges’ record, the web site and the Judges 
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Directory. Please notify Judging Operations 
by email at judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons applications have 

been submitted for the breed(s) specified 
but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
(Ms. Paula L. Ayers (115205) GA

(770) 905-5622
playerscav@aol.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels

Ms. Suzanne Burns (115287) SC
(704) 608-9015
prism_weims@outlook.com
Weimaraners

Ms. Cara Campbell (115221) KY
c.campbell1835@sbcglobal.net
Wire Fox Terriers

Mr. Dominic Koon (115351) GA
(865) 582-1044
dominic.koon@gmail.com
Boston Terriers

Ms. Jodi Koon (115353) GA
(865) 582-1044
jodi.l.koon@gmail.com
Boston Terriers

Mr. Brian Palmer (115157) MI
(734) 730-5547
bhpalmer@gmail.com
Siberian Huskies, JS

Dr. Gayle T. Reardon (114889) SD
(605) 335-3726366-2482
gtrdds@aol.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, JS

Mr. Robert J. Urban (31116) OH
(440) 413-1973
foxfirehounds@yahoo.com
Black and Tan Coonhounds

ADDITIONAL BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Dr. Azalea Alvarez (97321) FL

(954) 434-0318
minsmere954@yahoo.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
Foxhounds, Azawakhs, Borzois, Cir-
nechi dell’Etna, English Foxhounds, 
Harriers, Salukis, Sloughi), Kerry Blue 
Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, Scot-
tish Terriers

Mrs. Elizabeth Crisp Blake (109212) CA
(530) 400-9322
ranthormbts1970@gmail.com
American Hairless Terriers, Australian 
Terriers, Irish Terriers, Scottish Terriers, 
West Highland White Terriers

Mr. Brian C. Bogart (100059) NY
(716) 984-0012
sumerwyndb@aol.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Cane Corsos, 
Newfoundlands, Samoyeds

Miss Kelly Kathlyn Boyd (101577) OR
(541) 905-3451
kellybob@tovik.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Beaucerons

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
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Mrs. Kathleen J. Brock (47792) WA

(253) 988-1764
toccatacockers@aol.com
Azawakhs

Ms. Alisa Brotherhood (103359) TX
(281) 989-3130
touchstone0525@att.net
Golden Retrievers, Bernese Mountain 
Dogs, Cane Corsos, Kuvaszok, Standard 
Schnauzers

Mr. Richard Brown (108381) MI
(248) 514-9665
ricbulldog@aol.com
Chinese Shar-Pei, Dalmatians, French 
Bulldogs

Mr. Dean Burwell (103997) SC
(803) 628-8323
dean@pawgate.com
Skye Terriers, Welsh Terriers

Mrs. Kathleen V. Carter (6164) CO
(303) 425-6756
ckathy219@gmail.com
Bearded Collies, Miniature American 
Shepherds, Mudik, Old English Sheepdogs

Mr. James Donahue (101625) IL
(847) 436-0275
Chicagoflutist@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
English Coonhounds, Beagles, Blood-
hounds, English Foxhounds, Grand 
Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Harriers, Nor-
wegian Elkhounds, Petits Bassets Griffons 
Vendeens)

Ms. Mary Faeth (101477) CA
(530) 210-7791

spinfandel@yahoo.com
Balance of Terrier Group (Manchester 
Terriers, Scottish Terriers, Skye Terriers, 
West Highland White Terriers), Rhodesian 
Ridgebacks

Mrs. Lisa Farmer (95249) GA
(770) 891-8820
lisafarmer2013@gmail.com
Chinese Cresteds, Havanese, Poodles, 
Russian Toys, American Eskimo Dogs, 
Lhasa Apsos, Tibetan Terriers

Ms. Kathleen J. Ferris (47953) PA
(215) 680-1012
kajalene@gmail.com
Brussels Griffons, Papillons, Pekingese

Mrs. Emily Fish (92354) WA
(360) 904-5765
emilypawcific@yahoo.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Bracci Ital-
iani, Pointers, Irish Setters, Boykin Span-
iels, Cocker Spaniels, English Springer 
Spaniels, Field Spaniels, Irish Water Span-
iels, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons)

Mr. David Fitzpatrick (27307) PA
(717) 586-0961
dcfitz7@aol.com
American Eskimo Dogs, Bulldogs, Chi-
nese Shar-Pei, Chow Chows, Dalmatians, 
Lowchen, Tibetan Spaniels

Ms. Honey Anne Glendinning (6773) AB
(604) 943-4313
honeyanneg@icloud.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group 
(Keeshonden), Azawakhs, Beagles, Grey-
hounds, Ibizan Hounds, Pharaoh Hounds, 
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Chihuahuas, Manchester Terriers

Mrs. Nancy Griego (90264) NM
(505) 681-8020
nrgakc@spinn.net
Beaucerons, Canaan Dogs, Finnish Lap-
phunds, Icelandic Sheepdogs, Miniature 
American Shepherds, Pyrenean Shep-
herds

Gigi Griffith (109593) TN
(760) 908-8188
terranova57@gmail.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Cane Corsos, 
Dogues de Bordeaux, Portuguese Water 
Dogs, Rottweilers

Judy A. Harrington (16665) MA
(413) 267-5236
jahyeesss@comcast.net
Beaucerons, Belgian Laekenois, Belgian 
Malinois, Belgian Sheepdogs, Old English 
Sheepdogs

Mr. Steve Hayden (6674) IL
(217) 546-6645725-3647
hybrk1@comcast.net
Cane Corsos, Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs

Mr. Jason Hoke (92952) WI
(646) 241-5800
jasonhoke@aol.com
Lagotti Romagnoli, German Wirehaired 
Pointers, Curly-Coated Retrievers, 
Irish Red and White Setters, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons, Boxers, Doberman 
Pinschers, Rottweilers, Miniature Bull 
Terriers, Pembroke Welsh Corgis

Mr. Jamie Hubbard (80432) IN
(812) 322-7978
ozjamiehubbard@gmail.com
Bergamasco Sheepdogs, Briards, Canaan 
Dogs, Entlebucher Mountain Dogs, Ice-
landic Sheepdogs, Mudik

Mr. Patrick D. Jones (95071) MT
(405) 855-5940
ravindals8@gmail.com
American Eskimo Dogs, Shiba Inu

Ms. Kathryn Madden (92226) NY
(516) 885-4860
madterv@gmail.com
Labrador Retrievers, Nova Scotia Duck 
Tolling Retrievers, Cocker Spaniels, Irish 
Water Spaniels, Sussex Spaniels

Ms. Shelley Miller (102995) NC
(919) 525-5001
sunmagicclumbers@gmail.com
Barbets, Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retrievers, American Water Spaniels, 
Cocker Spaniels, English Cocker Spaniels, 
Spinoni Italiani

Mrs. Chris Ann Moore (108927) AR
(479) 221-0555
bisacd@aol.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Boerboels, Nea-
politan Mastiffs, Newfoundlands, Pem-
broke Welsh Corgis

Mr. Richard Mullen (3052) TN
(865) 679-9124
richmullen2@aol.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group 
(Bichons Frises, Boston Terriers, Cotons 



MAY 2024AKC GAZETTE 13

secretary’s pages
du Tulear, Dalmatians, Keeshonden, Nor-
wegian Lundehunds)

Ms. Mary C. Murphy-East (36967) MN
(763) 291-2263
marmcmurph@aol.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Bracco Ital-
iani, Lagotti Romagnoli, Pointers, Flat 
Coated Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers)

Ms. Mary B. Napper (62737) TX
(817) 458-1442
mbnapper@gmail.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Bracci Ital-
iani, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, Flat 
Coated Retrievers, Nova Scotia Duck 
Tolling Retrievers, Gordon Setters)

Ms. Donna R. O’Connell (81640) TX
(214) 724-6629
tuscanydoc@comcast.net
Barbets, Lagotti Romagnoli, Boykin 
Spaniels, Wirehaired Vizslas

Mr. David J. Peat (6909) AZ
(480) 473-4776
davepeat@cox.net
Balance of Sporting Group (Bracci Ital-
iani, Pointers, German Wirehaired Pointers, 
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, Nova Scotia 
Duck Tolling Retrievers, American Water 
Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, Irish Water Span-
iels, Spinoni Italiani, Vizslas, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons, Wirehaired Vizslas)

Ms. Laura Reeves (105393) OR
(541) 761-1867
scotiadawgs@gmail.com
Pointers, Curly-Coated Retrievers, Flat 
Coated Retrievers, American Water Span-

iels, Boykin Spaniels, Wirehaired Vizslas
Mr. Andrew Ritter (92968) NJ

(908) 996-7355
cerri.bmd@att.net
Balance of Herding Group (Lancashire 
Heelers, Mudik)

Mrs. Gina M. Schag (108997) IL
(630) 669-1131
chulachis@yahoo.com
Japanese Chins, Papillons, Poodles

Barbara C. Scherer (58838) IL
(630) 388-8290
hairologybk@gmail.com
Golden Retrievers

Mrs. Karen Scholz (100177) WA
(425) 877-9537
a777flygirl@aol.com
Biewer Terriers, Italian Greyhounds, Mal-
tese, Papillons, Pomeranians, Pugs, Shih Tzu

Mr. Scott Toney (110847) NC
(704) 968-4491
midwoodchin@gmail.com
Chinese Cresteds, English Toy Spaniels, 
Havanese, Miniature Pinschers, Pomeranians

Mrs. Cindy J. Valko (110124) PA
(412) 780-6129
somersetsts@comcast.net
Alaskan Malamutes, Doberman Pin-
schers, Dogo Argentinos, Mastiffs

Ms. Judy Wade (99715) OK
(214) 693-4447
wademanordogs@gmail.com
Chow Chows, Dalmatians

Ms. Lee Whittier (18526) WA
(802) 369-0380
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leepacnw@gmail.com
American Foxhounds, Basset Hounds, 
Black and Tan Coonhounds, Blood-
hounds, Bluetick Coonhounds, Bor-
zois, Cirnechi dell’Etna, Harriers, Plott 
Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds, Scottish 
Deerhounds, Sloughi

Ms. Susan Willumsen (52119) NH
(603) 475-1588
willcare@comcast.net
Lagotti Romagnoli, German Wirehaired 
Pointers, American Water Spaniels, Boy-
kin Spaniels, Clumber Spaniels, English 
Cocker Spaniels, Field Spaniels, Irish 
Water Spaniels, Welsh Springer Spaniels, 
Spinoni Italiani, Wirehaired Vizslas

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING 
APPLICANTS
Ms. Joanne Chaplek (97963) NY

(578) 796-1770
joanne.chaplek@gmail.com

Mrs. Ashley K. Escobar (110950) FL
(352) 618-2541
ashley@adogsports.com

Mrs. Katherine Halton Berns (115217) TN
khaltonberns@gmail.com

Regina M. Hess (115215) MI
(269) 591-0487
hiqscot@comcast.net

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been 

approved on a Permit basis for the desig-

nated breeds in accordance with the current 
judging approval process. They may now 
accept assignment and the fancy may 
still offer comments to Judging Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Mr. James Dean Bullard (112669) MO

(816) 507-3260
we-da-bulls@sbcglobal.net
Bulldogs

Ms. Angela Cox (114557) TN
(901) 485-1475
chesacola@aol.com
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers

Mr. John R. Dewing (114115) WA
(206) 371-9742
john_dewing@hotmail.com
Alaskan Malamutes, JS-Limited

Ms. Kimberly Moshlak (114681) KY
(301) 802-4145
cubruncwc@gmail.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Papillons, 
Chow Chows, Australian Cattle Dogs, 
Australian Shepherds, Belgian Laekenois, 
Belgian Malinois, Belgian Sheepdogs, Bel-
gian Tervuren, Cardigan Welsh Corgis, JS

Mrs. Debra S. Smith (114274) WA
(509) 669-0313
monarchcollies@gmail.com
Collies, JS-Limited

Ms. Beth Wilder (108923) VA
(703) 608-3441
mary.wilder@vca.com
Cairn Terriers, JS
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ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Mrs. Eva E. Berg (5646) CA

(925) 998-6541
eeberg@fire-eng.net
Balance of Terrier Group (Airedale Terri-
ers, American Hairless Terriers, American 
Staffordshire Terriers, Australian Terriers, 
Bedlington Terriers, Border Terriers, Bull 
Terriers, Cairn Terriers, Cesky Terriers, 
Dandie Dinmont Terriers, Smooth Fox 
Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, Glen of Imaal 
Terriers, Irish Terriers, Kerry Blue Ter-
riers, Lakeland Terriers, Miniature Bull 
Terriers, Miniature Schnauzers, Norfolk 
Terriers, Norwich Terriers, Parson Rus-
sell Terriers, Rat Terrier, Russell Terriers, 
Scottish Terriers, Sealyham Terriers, Skye 
Terriers, Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers, 
Staffordshire Bull Terriers, Welsh Terriers, 
West Highland White Terriers)

Dr. Albert P. Bianchi (5459) VA
(757) 672-4868
k4ux@cox.net
Lagotti Romagnoli, Cirnechi dell’Etna, 
Ibizan Hounds, Pharaoh Hounds, Austra-
lian Terriers

Ms. Kathi Brown (55262) MA
(987) 897-4717
kmbrownscience@verizon.net
Afghan Hounds, American Foxhounds, 
Redbone Coonhounds, Salukis

Mrs. Sandra Carter (106237) OR
(407) 509-5109
sandrajeancarter1960@gmail.com
American Staffordshire Terriers, Poodles

Mr. Todd Clyde (52861) DE
(302) 542-3416
tclyde002@msn.com
Boston Terriers, Cotons du Tulear, 
Keeshonden, Norwegian Lundehunds

Mr. Cesar Cortes (110553) NY
(917) 635-7128
cecordog@hotmail.com
Affenpinschers, Brussels Griffons, Italian 
Greyhounds, Maltese, Miniature Pin-
schers, Shih Tzu

Ms. Marcie Dobkin (6442) CA
(858) 748-8848
msdobkin@cox.net
Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, Pointers, 
German Shorthaired Pointers, German 
Wirehaired Pointers, Curly-Coated 
Retrievers, English Setters, American 
Water Spaniels, Cocker Spaniels, Field 
Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, Sussex 
Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani

Karrie Dollar (111131) WI
(715) 213-0017
karriedollar@gmail.com
German Wirehaired Pointers, Labrador 
Retrievers, English Setters, Irish Red and 
White Setters, Welsh Springer Spaniels

Ms. Helen Dorrance (19022) TX
(512) 964-3294
gdkdogs@gmail.com
Whippets, Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, 
Dogo Argentinos

Mr. Edmund Dziuk (26469) MO
(573) 424-2809
eddiedziuk@aol.com
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Affenpinschers, Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels, Chihuahuas, Chinese Cresteds, 
Havanese, Italian Greyhounds, Maltese, 
Papillons, Pekingese, Pugs, Shih Tzu, 
Yorkshire Terriers

Mrs. Donna Ernst (91808) TN
(440) 773-5052
anthemkennel@msn.com
American Eskimo Dogs, Bichons Frises, 
Boston Terriers, French Bulldogs, Tibetan 
Terriers, Xoloitzcuintli

Mr. James A. (Jim) Fehring (90519) OK
(918) 630-9229
jimfehring@olp.net
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Black Russian 
Terriers, Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, 
Neapolitan Mastiffs

Bonita Fichtenbaum (105541) OH
(937) 620-6480
bmfichtenbaum@gmail.com
Brussels Griffons, Italian Greyhounds, 
Pomeranians

Mrs. Diann Flory (102063) VA
(703) 408-5088
diannflory@gmail.com
Australian Terriers, Smooth Fox Terriers, 
Wire Fox Terriers

Mrs. Jan Ritchie Gladstone (96299) NC
(267) 251-4483
janritchiegladstone@gmail.com
Balance of Toy Group (Biewer Terriers, 
Maltese, Poodles, Russian Toys, Silky Ter-
riers, Yorkshire Terriers)

Mrs. Stephanie Kaul (110173) CA
(408) 242-7990
stephanie@kauls.com
Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, German 
Shorthaired Pointers, German Wirehaired 
Pointers, English Setters, American Water 
Spaniels, Clumber Spaniels, English 
Cocker Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, 
Sussex Spaniels, Welsh Springer Spaniels

Ms. Dianne Kroll (44743) OR
(971) 221-7923
dianne.kroll@frontier.com
Belgian Sheepdogs, Bouviers des Flan-
dres, Finnish Lapphunds, Icelandic 
Sheepdogs, Lancashire Heelers, Minia-
ture American Shepherds, Norwegian 
Buhunds

Jennifer Lazowski (105991) VA
(717) 823-2501
whirlaway12@gmail.com
Azawakhs, Beagles, Salukis

Mrs. Claudia Miller (98859) CO
(303) 589-9238
edcjmiller@gmail.com
Beagles

Mrs. Cyndi Myhre (107128) MN
(763) 229-2707
shamrockess@msn.com
Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers, 
Gordon Setters

Sheila Dee Paske (46304) CA
(530) 306-8889
sheila@storybookdachshunds.com
Balance of Working Group (Akitas, Alas-
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kan Malamutes, Giant Schnauzers, Stan-
dard Schnauzers, Tibetan Mastiffs)

Ms. Deirdre Petrie (63937) PA
(610) 763-8976
deirdrepetrie@yahoo.com
Chinese Shar-Pei, Chow Chows, Lhasa 
Apsos, Norwegian Lundehunds, Tibetan 
Terriers

Mr. Adrian Quesada (96331) CA
(951) 751-4109
aqrexport@aol.com
Bichons Frises, Keeshonden, Lhasa 
Apsos, Lowchen, Tibetan Terriers, 
Xoloitzcuintli

Mr. Stephen Regan -22219 NJ
(732) 814-8741
sregan@lesterglenn.com
Brussels Griffons, Havanese, Maltese, 
Silky Terriers

Dr. Vicki Sandage (98425) KY
(606) 922-9552
sandfoxdvm@gmail.com
Azawakhs, Basenjis, Black and Tan Coon-
hounds, Bloodhounds, Ibizan Hounds, 
Otterhounds, Pharaoh Hounds

Ms. Ellen W. Schultz (110815) TX
(713) 899-2418
apollogoldens@att.net
Curly-Coated Retrievers, Flat Coated 
Retrievers

Mr. Gus Sinibaldi (103241) NC
(954) 614-9308
gus.sinibaldi@yahoo.com
American Hairless Terriers, Australian 

Terriers, Cesky Terriers, Glen of Imaal 
Terriers, Russell Terriers, Skye Terriers, 
Staffordshire Bull Terriers

Mrs. Carol Sommerfelt (7007) TN
(865) 986-1614
carolsommerfelt@gmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Bergamasco 
Sheepdogs, Lancashire Heelers, Pyrenean 
Shepherds), Cavalier King Charles Span-
iels, Chihuahuas, Manchester Terriers

Ms. Amy Sorbie (36968) CO
(720) 245-5781
amy.sorbie@vca.com
Belgian Laekenois, Belgian Malinois, 
Belgian Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervurens, 
Finnish Lapphunds, Icelandic Sheepdogs, 
Mudik, Pulik, Pumik

Mr. Karl M. Stearns (101597) PA
(570) 595-3097
kstearns@kmstearns.com
Wire Fox Terriers, Glen of Imaal Terriers, 
Sealyham Terriers

Mrs. Cindy Vogels (6275) CO
(303) 589-8395
cgvogels@gmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Australian 
Cattle Dogs, Bearded Collies, Beaucero-
ns, Belgian Laekenois, Belgian Malinois, 
Belgian Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervurens, 
Bergamasco Sheepdogs, Berger Picards, 
Border Collies, Briards, Canaan Dogs, 
Collies, Entlebucher Mountain Dogs, 
Finnish Lapphunds, German Shepherd 
Dogs, Icelandic Sheepdogs, Lancashire 
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Heelers, Miniature American Shepherds, 
Norwegian Buhunds, Polish Lowland 
Sheepdogs, Pyrenean Shepherds, Shet-
land Sheepdogs, Spanish Water Dogs, 
Swedish Vallhunds)

Mr. Cledith M. Wakefield (80829) MO
(573) 760-3616
n2rotts@yahoo.com
Icelandic Sheepdogs, Pembroke Welsh 
Corgis, Pulik

Mr. Joe C. Walton (5144) NC
(714) 697-4373
jwalton30@nc.rr.com
Herding Group (Australian Cattle 
Dogs, Australian Shepherds, Bearded 
Collies, Beaucerons, Belgian Laekenois, 
Belgian Malinois, Belgian Sheepdogs, 
Belgian Tervuren, Bergamasco Sheep-
dogs, Berger Picards, Border Collies, 
Bouviers des Flandres, Briards, Canaan 
Dogs, Cardigan Welsh Corgis, Collies, 
Entlebucher Mountain Dogs, Finnish 
Lapphunds, German Shepherd Dogs, 
Icelandic Sheepdogs, Lancashire Heeler, 
Miniature American Shepherds, Mudik, 
Norwegian Buhunds, Old English 
Sheepdogs, Pembroke Welsh Corgis, 
Polish Lowland Sheepdogs, Pulik, 
Pumik, Pyrenean Shepherds, Shetland 
Sheepdogs, Spanish Water Dogs, Swed-
ish Vallhunds)

Mrs. Janet Warner (103607) NM
(253) 255-6796
janagram@aol.com
Golden Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers, 

Irish Setters, Clumber Spaniels, Sussex 
Spaniels, Weimaraners

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES
Mrs. Laura Brodigan (104145) AK

(907) 223-7685
laura.brodigan@gmail.com

Mrs. Marie Glodowski (114409) MI
(734) 626-3131
ishowdogs@hotmail.com

Mr. Marcelo Veras (113963) FL
(352) 804-9407
marceloveras@aol.com

BEST IN SHOW
The following person, having successfully 

completed the required Group Assign-
ments in the first Variety Group for which 
they were approved, have been added to 
the list of  judges eligible for approval to 
judge Best In Show.
Mr. Joao Machado (110191) TX

(832) 339-6926
joao.machadotx@gmail.com

CONFORMATION JUDGES: RESIGNED 
BREED OR JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP

 The judges below have notified AKC to 
resign their privileges for the following:
Ms. Dale Suzanne Tarbox

Doberman Pinschers, Junior Showman-
ship

Mr. John Wade 
Junior Showmanship
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RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGE

Mrs. Deborah Murmylo

EMERITUS CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mrs. Anne Bowes
Ms. Gay Dunlap
Sandra MacIntosh Feret

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mr. James J. Mitchell
Mr. John L. Ronald

REGULAR STATUS APPROVED 
OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING 

 The following persons have completed their 
Provisional Judging assignments and their 
names have been added to the list of regular 
approved judges for the class indicated.
Michael Scott (109805) OH

(937) 974-6444
mikescott1@aol.com
Rally – All 

Julia Johnson (111077) TN
(615) 347-0830
bitbit54@att.net
Rally – All

Lisa Klein (111467) WA
(360) 798-7079
bignlildogs@gmail.com
Tracking – TD/TDU	

Anne Rosenberg (103175) NJ
(609) 519-8289
annelrosenberg@hotmail.com
Tracking – TD/TDU	

Ellen Lash (100073) KS
(913) 731-0173
ellenlash@gmail.com
Tracking – VST 	

Dr. Kamrin MacKnight (97565) CA
(650) 823-3235
kamrin01@gmail.com
Tracking – VST 

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

The following persons have been 
approved as a judge on a Provisional 
basis for the class/test indicated in accor-
dance with the Provisional judging system. 
They may now accept assignments.

Tim Tedrow (34235) SC
(864) 616-8400
ttedrow@bellsouth.net
Obedience – Novice 

Lorelle Jones (113373) IA
(515) 895-0533
maxgrafin@aol.com
Rally – All 

Marian Stone (105505) IL
(217) 550-2766
marian_stone@yahoo.com
Tracking – VST

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been submitted to The American 
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Kennel Club.
APEXOK-Cane Corso-Monty Fariss
ARKINLIGHT- Siberian Husky-Binh T. 
Pham
BELLAMOR-Pomeranians-Yuka Goto
CARROTWOOD- Australian Shep-
herds-Acacia Schendel
CASTLE CREEK- Mastiffs- Valerie L. 
Thomas
CEILIMOR-Cavalier King Charles Span-
iels-Breda McCarty
CHESWYND- Vizslas- Deborah S. Brous-
sard
EASY STREET- Miniature American 
Shepherds-Jamie L. Murphy
ELMWOODE- Labrador Retrievers-Chris 
J. Rowland
JERDAN- Great Danes- Jose E. Ribo
KELLEY’S- Cavalier King Charles Span-
iels-Kristen L. Kelley & Jonathan M. Kelley
LEGACY-Cardigan Welsh Corgis- Sharon 
M. Wilson & Lee Hardigree
LIONPALACE- Pekingese-Kristina Lysa-
nova
MACPAK- Golden Retrievers – MaryJo A. 
McCormack
MERAMEC-Golden Retrievers-Kaitlynn 
L. Myers & Pamela L. Sohl-Myers
NORMANDY-Bouviers des Flandres- 
Laura L. Bowman & John Bowman
OLVERA- Boxers- Al Olvera & Ivonne 
Olvera
PARADOX-Vizslas-Nancy Boggs Heinold, 
DVM

STAND FAST-Basenjis-Nancy K. Gtant
VIGILANTE -Bulldogs- Charles C. 
Mason & Charles O. Mason
WETLANDS-Labrador Retrievers-Barba-
ra Jorgensen

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a 

breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted.

BELLACLAN- Border Collies  Mrs. 
Laura K. S. Wright

BIG THOMPSON- Bulldogs- Karla J. 
Thompson & John F. Thompson 

CROWN JEWELL- Vizslas- Jen Jewell
DUTCH HOLLOW- Labrador 

Retrievers- Sandy S. McMillan
EARTHMOUNTAIN -Yorkshire 

Terriers- Linda A. Carter
GOLDENRAE- Golden Retrievers- 

Allyson A. Tinker
JBK-Border Colles- Jodie Keener
KLEOS- Border Collies- Glenda W. 

Pate 
LAKEWAY’S- Toy Manchester 

Terriers-  Richard Roach & Cheryl Roach
LONG MT- Australian Shepherds- Julie 

L. Van Der Linden 
MALACHITE- Basenjis -Adam 

Kozikowski
O’HAN- Keeshonds- Christine L. 

Williamson
ORCHARD HILL- Norfolk Terriers-

Erica S Venier & Rachel A Venier
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PAWCIFIC CREST- Vizslas- Jennifer 

A. Knoblich & Brian E. Knoblich
REGALIA- Pembroke Welsh Corgis-

Jennifer P. Delmer
RZBK- Labrador Retrievers- James E. 

Ragsdale, Jr
ROYAL OHANA- Mastiffs- Elizabeth 

Vilchis 
STARKHAUS- Rottweilers- Crystal A. 

McGrath-Minta
SKYFALL- Lagotto Romagnolo- Olga 

Ledyan
VINEWOOD- English Springer 

Spaniels- Kathy A. Patregnani
WINCHESTER- Cane Corso- James 

Watson
ZUKI- Border Collies- Karen K. Essex
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE, 

NEW YORK, NY 
APRIL 8-9, 2024

The Board convened on Monday, April 8, 
2024, at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

All Directors were present in the New York 
office. The Executive Secretary was also 
present.

Copies of the February 12-13, 2024, Board 
Meeting minutes had previously been pro-
vided to all Directors for review. Upon a 
motion by Mr. Powers, seconded by Dr. 
Battaglia, the board voted to approve the 
February 2024 Board Meeting minutes.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Sprung updated the Board on action 
items and several business matters. Litter 
registrations are down 3% compared to 
budget and individual dog registrations are 
down 10%.  

Events are up 14% through the end of 
March; entries are being finalized and 
look strong.

AKC has secured dates from the Javits 
Center for AKC Meet the Breeds® in 
2025. Additional information will be pro-
vided to breed clubs in the near future. 

A number of sponsorship agreements have 
been renewed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to 
discuss business matters. It was reported 
out of this session that the Executive 
Officers were re-elected. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The Executive Officers of the American 
Kennel Club were re-elected to the follow-
ing positions: 
Dennis B. Sprung - President and Chief 
Executive Officer   
Gina M. DiNardo - Executive Secretary   
Theodore E. Phillips - Chief Financial 
Officer

Legal Update
The Board reviewed the Legal Department 
update as of March 2024.

AKC Purebred Preservation Bank Update
Mark Dunn, EVP Registration, partici-
pated in this portion of the meeting, and 
Susan Myers, Sr Breeder Relations Field 
Rep, participated in this portion of the 
meeting via video conference.
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The goal of the AKC Purebred 
Preservation Bank (AKCPPB), a 501c3 
not-for-profit effective July 28, 2023, is 
to ensure the viability of purebred dogs 
by storing semen that may otherwise be 
discarded. In doing so, AKC can benefit 
low-entry breeds and prevent breed extinc-
tion due to factors such as genetic bottle-
necking and disease emergence. Since its 
inception, the AKCPPB has worked with 
Parent Clubs, All-Breed Clubs, club mem-
bers, individual breeders, and storage facili-
ties to uphold this mission.

In accordance with the Bylaws of the 
AKC PPB, three of its current Directors 
need to be re-appointed or replaced. AKC 
PPB requested that the Board reappoint 
Dominic Carota, Theodore Phillips and 
Dr. Marty Greer to the Board of Directors 
of the AKC Purebred Preservation Bank. 

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, sec-
onded by Mr. Sweetwood, the Board 
VOTED to consider the matter at this meet-
ing, waiving the normal notice procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Ms. Biddle, the following resolu-
tion was unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, In accordance with the 
Bylaws of the AKC PPB, three of its cur-
rent Directors need to be re-appointed or 

replaced; and,

WHEREAS, AKC PPB requested that 
the Board reappoint Dominic Carota, 
Theodore Phillips and Dr. Marty Greer 
to the Board of Directors of the AKC 
Purebred Preservation Bank. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, 
The AKC, acting in its capacity as sole 
member of the AKC PPB, approves the 
re-appointment of the following individuals 
to the Board of Directors of the AKC PPB:
a. Dominic Carota as the second AKC 
Board Director, as defined in the Bylaws, to
serve a term of three years.
b. Theodore Phillips as the second AKC 
Staff Director, as defined in the Bylaws, to 
serve a term of three years.
c. Dr. Marty Greer as the second 
Community Director, as defined in the 
Bylaws, to serve a term of three years.
	
AKC Fundraising Department
Seth Fera-Schanes, Director of Strategic 
Planning; Daphna Straus, Vice President 
of Business Development; and Ted 
Phillips, CFO, participated in this portion 
of the meeting. 

Based on a Board request, Staff pre-
sented research around creating an AKC 
Development Department position, with 
administrative support, that encompasses 
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donations to AKC and/or each affiliate.

This will be discussed further at the July 
Meeting. 

AKC Canine Health Foundation Update
Stephanie Montgomery, AKCCHF Chief 
Executive Officer, gave a report on Q1 to 
the Board. 

After eight years of serving as Chairman 
of the CHF Board of Directors, in March 
2024, Charlie Garvin, MD, FACS stepped 
down. Mary Smith, BVM&S, PhD, 
DACVIM (Neurology), was elected as the 
Chairman of the CHF Board of Directors. 
Wayne Jensen, DVM, PhD, MBA, was 
elected as the Vice Chair of the CHF Board 
of Directors.

CHF Scientific Programs & Program 
Awareness Update
In January, a series of three webinars were 
held in the Canine Breeder Education 
Seminar Track, co-sponsored by AKC, 
AKCCHF, and the Theriogenology 
Foundation. Each webinar had over 50 
virtual attendees.

The application to award the next AKC/
AKC CHF/Theriogenology Foundation 
Residency is open, as is the inaugu-
ral application cycle for the AKC/AKC 
CHF Canine Sports Medicine and 

Rehabilitation Residency. Several top pro-
grams have indicated they will apply for 
the new sports medicine residency. The 
application window for both residencies 
will close in May 2024.

AKC/AKC CHF: Working Together
AKCCHF had a very successful booth at 
Meet the Breeds in January. CHF were 
very grateful to engage with an enthusiastic 
public and share CHF’s mission.

FINANCE
Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, pre-
sented unaudited financial results as of 
February 29, 2024.

Net Operating Income is $1.2 million.

REVENUES:
Total Revenues of $16.6 million are lower 
than budget by 6%, excluding Interest & 
Dividends.

Registration Fees, excluding Registration-
Related revenues, total $6.4 million and 
trail budget by 6%. 

Registration-related Revenues trail budget 
by $322k or 13%.

Recording & Event Service fees, Title 
Recognition fees, and Event Application 
fees total $2.3 million and are 1% lower 
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than budget.

Product & Service Sales total $2.4 million 
and are lower than budget by 2%.

Advertising, Sponsorship, and Royalties 
total $3 million, and are lower than budget 
by 8%.

EXPENSES:
Controllable Expenses total $13.7 million 
and are lower than budget by $620k or 4%.
Non-controllable expenses are lower than 
budget by $81k or 5%.

Non-Financial Statistics for the two months 
ended February 29, 2024 
Registrations: 2024 YTD Litter Reg. 1% 
lower than budget, 16% lower than 2023 
YTD.
2024 YTD Dog Reg. 7% trailing budget, 
14% lower than 2023 YTD.

Events & Entries
Compared to the same period in 2023, 
Events were ahead by 11% but Entries were 
lower by 3%.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Gina DiNardo, Executive Secretary, and 
Seth Fera-Schanes, Director of Strategic 
Planning, participated in this portion of 
the meeting. Sheila Goffe, Vice President 
of Government Relations; Ashley 

Jacot, Director of Education; Mari-
Beth O’Neill, Vice President of Sport 
Services; and Penny Leigh, Director of 
Registration Development, participated 
in this portion of the meeting via video 
conference.

Karolynne McAteer Resolution
Following a motion from Dr. Garvin, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers the Board VOTED 
unanimously to adopt the following resolution:

AT A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

OF
THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB

Held on April eighth, two thousand and 
twenty-four, the following

Resolution was unanimously adopted:
WHEREAS,

Karolynne McAteer

has been a member of The American 
Kennel Club Delegate Body since

two thousand and eleven; and,

WHEREAS, she was elected to The 
American Kennel Club Board of

Directors at the March Meeting of two 
thousand and sixteen, serving

until March, two thousand and  
twenty-four; and,
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WHEREAS, during her tenure on the 
Board of Directors of The American

Kennel Club, she served as Board Liaison 
to numerous Delegate

Committees, including the All-Breed, and 
Field Trial & Hunting Tests

Events, and served on the Board’s 
Communications Committee, and,

additionally, was appointed to serve as a 
Board member for AKC Reunite,

AKC Political Action Committee, and 
AKC Canine Health Foundation;

and,

WHEREAS, In 2019, she was appointed to 
lead the AKC Chairman’s ad

hoc committee on Canine Genetic Testing, 
which in 2020 produced five

papers outlining the future of AKC’s DNA 
Program and setting the

agenda for necessary program enhance-
ments, including canine-health

testing and genetic counseling for AKC 
breeders; and,

WHEREAS, her experience gained during 
more that forty years as a

second-generation Irish Setter conforma-
tion fancier and field-event

competitor, and her expertise as a breeder, 
exhibitor, local and national

show chairwoman, and professional com-
municator, have proved to be

valuable assets to the Board and the  

organization; and,

WHEREAS, we will ever cherish our asso-
ciation with this distinguished

fancier, sportswoman, gentlewoman, and 
friend; and,

NOW THEREFORE, be it

RESOLVED, that the Directors of The 
American Kennel Club extend to

her their most sincere best wishes for the 
years ahead, and their deep

appreciation for her past and continuing 
dedicated service to The
American Kennel Club.

2023 AKC National Championship by the 
Numbers
Based on a Board request Staff presented 
an overview of the 2023 AKC National 
Championship presented by Royal Canin. 

Growth in Event
The AKC® National Championship, 
presented by Royal Canin, had a new 
record-breaking entry in 2023. There was a 
grand total of 5,762 Conformation entries 
and 9,801 entries across all events. This is 
compared to 5,376 Conformation entries 
and 9395 total entries in 2022 and 5051 
Conformation entries with a total entry of 
8,540 in 2021.
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2023 Entries by Events

• 5,762 Conformation entries which 
includes 8 supported entries and 1 
designated specialty.

• 875 dogs were entered in the AKC 
National Owner-Handled Series 
(NOHS) Finals.

• 153 Junior handlers, ages 9-17, who 
have met high academic standards and 
qualification criteria based on year-
round competition, competed in Junior 
Showmanship.

• 1,717 puppies (6-12 months) and 
junior dogs (12-18 months) are 
entered in the AKC/Royal Canin 
National All-Breed Puppy and Junior 
Stakes.

• 1,272 Bred-by-Exhibitors in competition.
• 429 dogs entered in the AKC Fast 

CAT® Invitational.
• 217 dog and handler teams in the two-

day AKC Obedience Classic, includ-
ing 55 breeds from 35 states.

• 9 Junior Obedience entries and 17 
Junior Rally entries in the AKC Obe-
dience and Rally Junior Showcase, 
including 14 breeds and 4 All-Ameri-
can dogs from 10 states.

• 701 entries in the AKC Agility Invi-
tational, including 168 breeds and 6 
All-American dogs from 41 states and 
Canada.

• 74 entries in the AKC Junior Agility Com-
petition (Friday, December 15, 2023).

Broadcast Information
During the course of the week, there were 
approximately 56 hours of live AKC.tv 
coverage.

ESPN/ABC
• AKC Agility Invitational
Premiered December 24, 2023 at 9pm ET, 
on ESPN2
Two-hour show

• AKC National Championship Dog Show
o Premiered December 31, 2023 at 2pm 
ET, on ABC
o Re-aired December 31, 2023 at 6pm ET, 
on ESPN2
Three-hour show

• AKC National Championship Dog Show 
Highlights
o Premiered February 11, 2024 at 7pm ET, 
on ESPN
One-hour show

Orlando Institutes
Since 2011, AKC’s Judging Operations 
Department has hosted Judges Education 
seminars in conjunction with the AKC 
National Championship week in Orlando, 
Florida. Each year, over 200 attend-
ees have benefitted from the offering of 
breed-specific education utilizing Parent 
Club-approved materials presented by 
Parent Club-approved presenters. 2024 
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will mark the 12th consecutive year 
in which the AKC/DJAA Advanced 
Judging Institute has offered seminars 
and hands-on workshops for breeds in 
two complete groups. In addition to the 
breed-specific Judges Education presenta-
tions, Judging Operations has offered the 
Institute for New and Aspiring Judges on 
five occasions since 2011 and four Judges 
Education Coordinator Symposiums, 
which assist in the development of effective 
Judges Education Committee and Judges 
Education materials. The coordination of 
all the Judges’ Education opportunities in 
Orlando has provided tremendous bene-
fit to current and prospective judges, and 
Parent Clubs, which could not be accom-
plished without the tremendous effort, 
commitment, and dedication of AKC Staff. 
In 2023 we had 259 participants.

AKC Agility League Update
The AKC Agility League is in the midst of 
its sixth season of competition with its larg-
est participation rate so far – more than 270 
teams and nearly 1,700 dogs competing all 
over the country, including Alaska, Hawaii 
and Puerto Rico. There are 114 breeds rep-

resented in the Winter 2024 season, which 
will conclude on April 7. Spring/Summer 
Season enrollment starts on April 11. We 
continue to receive overwhelmingly positive 
feedback about the League program with 
participants expressing how much fun and 
helpful the program has been to them, their 
students and club members.

AKC Education Q1 Review

AKC Canine College
The AKC Canine College (AKCCC) 
Learning Management System (LMS) now 
has 450 courses comprised of 1,035 mod-
ules. Between January 1 - March 11, 2024 
over 10,000 active learners have completed 
over 95,000 tasks. 

A total of 71 breed-specific courses are 
available on AKCCC. In Q1, the Biewer 
Terrier course was completed and 
launched, three courses are under final 
Parent Club review, and four breed courses 
are under development.

Breeder Courses and Exams
36 breeder courses, webinars, and exams 

are now available on AKCCC. On March 
22, Maternity, the first in a series of new 
Breeder Education courses sponsored by 
Royal Canin and reviewed by Dr. Jerry 
Klein was released covering the following 
topics:

o M1: Preparing the bitch
o M2: Preparing the whelping room
o M3: Care for the newborn
o M4: Estimate the day of whelping
o M5: Assisting the whelping
o M6: Hygiene and sanitization
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AKCCC Puppy Program
o Potty Training – Launched
o Socialization – Launched
o Let’s Play – End of Q1
o Basic Obedience – End of Q1

AKC Obedience Judge’s Education
AKCCC has produced and launched five 
out of six courses in this comprehensive pro-
gram. Launched on March 15, 2024, Course 
5, Judging Open Classes, is a 2 1/2-hour 
course featuring over 35 videos throughout 
50+ lessons. Current and prospective judges 
will review judging procedures and position-
ing, view examples of good exercises, evalu-
ate real-world scenarios, and compare their 
scores with AKC Judges.

Webinars
In Quarter 1 of 2024, AKC Education 
hosted 8 webinars for 1619 participants, 
bringing the total number of participants to 
61,669 since March 2020. The following 
webinars were offered in Quarter 1 of 2024.

Breeder Development Webinar Series:
• “Pyo: the fear-inducing three-letter word”
• “Crash Course in Canine Eye Testing”

Canine Breeder Excellence Webinar Series:
• “CBEST Webinar Series: TCI versus 
Surgical AI”
• “CBEST Webinar Series: Prostate Pearls 
of Wisdom”

• “CBEST Webinar Series: The First 48”
* The CBEST series stands for Canine-
Breeder Excellence Seminar Track 
and is hosted in conjunction with The 
Theriogenology Foundation.

• Two sessions of, “Review and FAQs on 
Conformation Judging Procedures, Policies 
and Guidelines”
• “Judges Education Webinar: Lancashire 
Heeler”

The Evolution of AKC Public Education 
2017 to Present
Ashley Jacot presented an update on the 
evolution of AKC Public Education. This 
Mission of Public Education is to teach and 
promote responsible dog ownership and 
foster participation in the world of pure-
bred dogs. Outreach programs and publi-
cations explain how to ever-strengthen the 
invaluable human-canine bond.

The most successful programs are the 
AKC Patch Program, AKC Bailey’s Book 
Club, AKC Pups in the Classroom, AKC 
PupPals, AKC Art Contest, and AKC 
Educator Resources. New initiatives 
include AKC Meet the Breeds with Bailey, 
an online series teaching children about 
the different AKC breeds, and a new chil-
dren’s book about the various AKC Dog 
Sports.
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Priority Legislation Monthly Update 
Sheila Goffe highlighted numerous active 
priority legislation and administrative reg-
ulations in Congress and State Legislation. 
She noted that additional information is 
available on the AKC legislative action cen-
ter microsite: https://www.akcgr.org.

New Breed for Foundation Stock Service® 
- Bouvier Des Ardennes
The Foundation Stock Service (FSS) 
Committee recently approved a petition to 
accept the Bouvier Des Ardennes into the 
FSS program.

The Bouvier Des Ardennes originated in the 
Ardennes region of Belgium in the 17th cen-
tury. They were developed by farmers and 
used traditionally for herding cattle; they later 
were used to track wild boar. The Bouvier 
Des Ardennes was thought to be extinct 
when a group of scientists were at a Belgian 
farm in the 1980s discovered the dogs. They 
set out to reestablish the breed. There are 
approximately 20 dogs in the United States 
that are eligible for recording with FSS.

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, 
Sports & Events; Caroline Murphy, 
Director of Performance Events, and 
Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President of Sport 
Services participated in this portion of the 
meeting via video conference.

Fast CAT® – Event Committee of an AKC 
Hosted Major Event
The Board reviewed a Staff recommenda-
tion to add language clarifying that an event 
committee for an AKC-hosted major event 
has the authority to make decisions on mat-
ters not already addressed in the regulations 
and use its discretion to interpret existing 
regulations.

This will be discussed further at the May 
meeting. 

Recognition of Clubs Supporting 4-H and 
Other Youth Organizations
Starting at the June 2024 Delegate meet-
ing, Staff and the AKC Junior Committee 
will recognize clubs that have actively sup-
ported 4-H Canine Clubs or other Youth 
Organizations with Canine programs. 
Recognition of a club will be based upon 
the club’s conducting activities such as 
Junior Showcase Events, supporting men-
toring by club members, and offering dogs 
and scholarships.

Recognition Handling Dogs to Titles That 
They Bred
Staff and the AKC Junior Committee 
would like to recognize Juniors who han-
dle a dog that they have bred to a title. 
The Junior will submit the dog’s name and 
number and the title earned, validated by a 
parent or co-breeder of the dog. Staff will 
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verify that the Junior is a breeder and email 
a certificate to the Junior. 

Staff will begin to issue certificates to 
Juniors on June 3, 2024.

CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, 
Sports & Events; Tim Thomas, Vice 
President of Conformation; Glenn Lycan, 
Director, Event Operations Support; and 
Alan Slay, Director, Event Programs, par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference.

Protests Against Dogs - Rules Applying to 
Dog Shows, Chapter 15, Section 1
Pursuant to the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows, Chapter 15, Section 1, every 
exhibitor and handler at a show may 
request a veterinary examination of any dog 
in the show’s premises they believe endan-
gers the health of the other dogs in a show.

The Board reviewed recommendations by 
the Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee 
to modify the Rules, to define the cir-
cumstances in which a dog that has been 
remanded for veterinary examination by 
the event committee may return to compe-
tition. 

The Board reviewed a recommenda-
tion from the Delegate Dog Show Rules 

Committee (DSRC) to modify Chapter 
15, Section 1 of the Rules Applying to 
Dog Shows. Following a motion from Dr. 
Garvin, seconded by Mr. Tatro, the Board 
VOTED (unanimously) to approve the 
recommended changes.

Chapter 15
SECTION 1. Every exhibitor and handler 
shall have the right to request a veterinary 
examination of any dog within a show’s 
premises which is considered to endanger 
the health of the other dogs in a show. This 
must be in writing and signed by the per-
son making the request to the event chair, 
whose duty will be to direct the subject dog’s 
owner or agent to take the dog to the Show 
Veterinarian if deemed appropriate.

Any dog referred by the event chair for 
examination is excused from further 
competition at that event or any associ-
ated event, the same day, the weekend, 
the circuit, or the cluster until the Show 
Veterinarian examination is completed, 
indicating the dog’s presence does not 
endanger other dogs at the event. 

Malicious complaints will be considered con-
duct prejudicial to the sport.

This amendment will be read at the June 
Delegate meeting for a VOTE at the 
September Delegate meeting. 
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Show Veterinarians - Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows, Chapter 10, Section 5
Pursuant to the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows, Chapter 10, Section 5, the event 
hosting club is responsible for expenses 
incurred for the examination of a dog it 
determines requires examination by the 
Show Veterinarian.

The Board reviewed recommendations by 
the Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee 
to modify the Rules, removing the club’s 
obligation for expenses incurred for dogs 
it refers for veterinary examination and to 
assign any expenses that may result to the 
owner or agent of the dog.

This will be discussed further at the May 
Board meeting.

Impact of Awarding Championship points 
for Group 2-3-4 Placements
The opportunity to earn Championship 
points for placing 2-3-4 in the Group was 
implemented in January 2023. This change 
was meant to encourage all exhibitors, but 
in particular, it was believed that it would 
assist and retain low-entry breeds (LEBs) 
that have a challenge earning points due to 
a lack of competition. 

There were 88 LEBs that earned points 
from Group 2-3-4 placements in 2023. 
(For reference, there were a total of 101 

LEBs.) The Bracco and Wire Fox Terrier 
had the most dogs benefiting from this 
change. In 2023, the absentee rate for 
LEBs decreased by 1.4%. This resulted 
in approximately 3,000 additional entries 
being shown.

JUDGING OPERATIONS 
Tim Thomas, Vice President of 
Conformation, and Doug Ljungren, 
Executive Vice President of Sports & 
Events, participated in this portion of the 
meeting.

Conformation Judging Approval Process
The Chairman’s Committee and Staff rec-
ommends the Board approve proposed 
modifications to the Conformation Judging 
Approval Process to modify the require-
ment for judges approved for four or more 
complete groups to submit a Request to 
Advance preceding any application for 
additional breeds, to judges approved for 
two or more groups if a request had not 
been approved in the previous 12-month 
period.

This will be discussed further at the May 
Board meeting.

Conformation Judging Statistics
Judging Operations provides to the Board 
statistics related to Conformation Judging 
applications considered by the Department 
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the preceding three months. Following is 
the list of New Breed (NB) and Additional 
Breed (AB)applicants whose applications 
were presented for final approval in the 
months January through March 2024.

CLUBS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, 
Sports & Events; and Glenn Lycan, 
Director, Event Operations Support par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference. 
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REPORT ON MEMBER CLUB BYLAWS 
APPROVED IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH

Baltimore County Kennel Club, 
Baltimore County, MD (1949)

Carolina Dog Training Club, 
Greensboro, NC (1975)

Keeshond Club of America (1935)
Magic Valley Kennel Club, Charleston, 

WV (1954)
Tri-City Kennel Club, Davenport, IA 

(1937)

REPORT ON NEWLY LICENSED CLUBS 
APPROVED IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH

Biewer Terrier Club of Maryland, greater 
Baltimore, MD (including all communities 
northeast to Newark, DE, south to LaPlata, 
MD, and west to Rockville, MD), 33 total 
households, 16 local.

South Texas Cane Corso Club; College 
Station, TX (including communities north 
to Waco, south to Austin/Magnolia, east to 
Cleveland and west to Route 281), 22 total 
households, 12 local.

COMPLIANCE 
Bri Tesarz, Director of Compliance par-
ticipated in this meeting portion via video 
conference.

(Final Board Disciplinary actions are 
reported on the Secretary’s Page.)

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE
Seth Fera-Schanes, Director of Strategic 
Planning, participated in this portion of the 
meeting. 

AKC Corporate Project Roadmap Review
The American Kennel Club uses a corpo-
rate roadmap to prioritize projects across 
departments. We continually look for 
ways to improve our process. This year, 
we are focusing more on forecasting proj-
ect and program budgets for the roadmap 
3-5 years out. In the current year, we are 
adding goals and key performance indica-
tors (KPIs) to line items in the roadmap. 
These adjustments will help optimize deci-
sion-making and correlate the roadmap 
with objectives and budgets.

Three presentations will be provided per 
year. This month’s presentation included a 
sample of work completed in Q1.

Key Projects in 2024:
• Registration Console Update (RCU)
• Competition Management System 
(CMS) Update
• Revenue Collection and Reporting 
System Modernization
• Systems and Security Infrastructure
• Business Continuity
• Customer Relationship Management 
(CRM)
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Completed work January through March 
2024:
• Online Evaluator Application
• Title Application Portal (TAP) - Batch 2 

• Fetch Dog
• AKC Temperament

• Email Service Platform (ESP) Migration
• Replace Sendgrid (Marketplace), 
Chargify (Maxio) emails from 
Marketplace.

• Genetic Counseling Center
• Economic Impact Study
• Detection Dog Taskforce - Phase III

• Ongoing program and will report 
directly to the Board

• Email ELK PDFs from BRET

MARKETING
Kirsten Bahlke, Vice President of 
Marketing; Jake Sisskind, Group Product 
Manager; Somya Udeh, Product Manager; 
and Meghan Prince, Brand Marketing 
Manager, participated in this portion of the 
meeting.

Elastic Search
Staff presented an update on the new 
site search platform for AKC.org, Elastic 
Search. This platform controls the algo-
rithm for user searches within our own 
site and allows for full customization of 
the algorithm, allowing administrators and 
developers to fine-tune search results.

AKC Marketplace Homepage: Branding 
and Launch Updates
Staff provided an overview of recent 
updates to the Marketplace homepage.

These changes focus on enhancing the 
platform’s branding. Key changes include 
implementing a dynamic video hero image 
and refining copy in our value proposition 
and mission sections.

CONSENT
There was a motion by Dr. Garvin, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers, and it was VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the following 
Consent items:

Show Secretaries - Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows, Chapter 9, Section 11 and Chapter 
11, Section 12
The Board VOTED to approve changes 
recommended by the Delegate Dog Show 
Rules Committee (DSRC) to revise 
Chapter 9, Section 10, and Chapter 
11, Section 12 of the Rules Applying to 
Dog Shows, for greater clarity in defining 
eligibility requirements for one serving as a 
Show Secretary. 

The change deletes “where there is no 
Superintendent” for greater clarity that 
Show Secretaries for any event, including 
one where the services of a Superintendent 
are also used by the club, must adhere 
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to the eligibility requirements defined by 
Chapter 11, Section 12.

“Any person acting in the capacity of 
Superintendent (or Show Secretary where 
there is no Superintendent) must abide by 
the eligibility requirements described in 
Chapter 11, Section 12 of these Rules.”

These amendments will be read at the 
June Delegate meeting for a VOTE at the 
September Delegate meeting. If approved 
by the Delegate Body, the effective date will 
be September 18, 2024.

Retriever Field Trials – System of Rotation 
for All Stakes
The Board VOTED to approve the 
Retriever Field Trial Advisory Committee 
(RFTAC) recommendation to allow judges 
to use a rotation system for all stakes. 
Rotation refers to a system used to select 
which dog runs first in a series. Currently, 
a rotation is required for major stakes and 
optional for minor stakes. 

This will require changing Chapter 14, 
Section 4 of the Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedure for Retrievers. This rec-
ommendation standardizes running order 
methods by allowing judges to impose a 
system of rotation in all stakes. 

Chapter 14. Rules for Retriever Field 
Trials
Section 4.
(2nd paragraph)
In all stakes the judges will impose a system 
of rotation.

This amendment will be read at the June 
Delegate meeting for a VOTE at the 
September Delegate meeting. If approved 
by the Delegate Body, the effective date will 
be November 1, 2024.

Scent Work – Allow Fix and Go in 
Detective Class
The Board VOTED to approve a recom-
mendation to allow a fix and go-on option 
for teams in the Detective Class that receive 
an NQ. 

There are three main search divisions 
in Scent Work – Odor Search, Handler 
Discrimination and Detective Class. 
Detective Class is the most challenging of 
the three and most closely simulates real 
detection work. Detective Class is reserved 
for the most accomplished Scent Work 
dog and is where handlers do not know 
how many hides need to be found. This 
Class can have the highest number of hides 
ranging from 5-10, the most time per entry 
ranging from 7-15 minutes per dog, the 
most complex hide placement, and the 
largest square footage of search area rang-
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ing from 2,000-5,000 square feet. 

In Detective Class, if a handler gives an 
incorrect alert or finish call at any time, 
they receive an NQ. This has proven to be 
discouraging for handlers who may have 
traveled far to an event only to receive an 
NQ within minutes and go home. On sev-
eral occasions, the Performance Events 
Department has heard the suggestion to make 
a fix-and-go-on option available to handlers.     

CHAPTER 9 –  Detective Class
Section 13. (New Section) Fix and Go 
On. The fix and go on option is intended 
to offer a consistent way for teams receiv-
ing an NQ to continue to work and achieve 
a positive find prior to exiting the search 
area. Once a handler makes an incorrect 
“alert” call and if search time is remain-
ing, the handler can use the fix and go on 
option to continue in the search area but 
must inform the judge. At the time the han-
dler informs the judge that the fix and go 
on option will be used, the judge will then 
note the remaining search time and mark 
“FG” on the scoresheet in addition to the 
usual NQ and allow the team to continue 
working. The judge will verbally indicate 
to the handler the specific location of the 
nearest unfound hide. If more than one 
unfound hide could be considered as being 
the nearest, it is up to the judge to decide 
which hide will be searched. Only one hide 

can be searched for the duration of the fix 
and go on option. The start of the remain-
ing search time begins after the judge has 
finished giving the first verbal direction to 
the handler. There are one of three out-
comes that can occur during a fix and go 
on option, they are:

1) If a handler gives a correct “alert” call 
before the remaining search time ends, the 
search is over and the team must exit the 
search area.
2) If a handler makes an incorrect “alert” 
call and there is still search time remaining, 
the team can continue searching until a cor-
rect “alert” is called but cannot exceed the 
remaining search time.
3) If the search time expires and no correct 
“alert” call is made, the team must exit the 
search area.

The judge shall not judge the dog’s run after 
the fix and go on option is used but will 
continue to watch the search. The judge can 
at any time provide additional direction ver-
bally if in the opinion of the judge it appears 
the team may not be successful, particularly 
if time is running out and the team has not 
yet achieved a correct call.

A fix and go on option cannot be used if 
search time is no longer remaining or to 
correct an incorrect “Finish” call.
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This change to Regulations for AKC Scent 
Work will be effective May 1, 2024.

Scent Work – Clarification on Scented 
Article
The Board VOTED to amend Chapter 8, 
Section 2 of the Regulations for AKC Scent 
Work to clarify that when a cotton ball 
is used as the scented article in Handler 
Discrimination for Advanced, Excellent, 
and Master levels, it must not exceed 1.5” 
in diameter.  

CHAPTER 8 – Handler 
Discrimination Division
Section 2. Scented Article. The handler 
is required to provide the scented article for 
Handler Discrimination Classes. For the 
Novice Class, the required scented article 
is a cotton glove or cotton sock. For the 
Advanced, Excellent, and Master Classes, 
the required scented article may be a cotton 
ball not to exceed 1.5” in diameter or a cot-
ton swab. Each article should be thoroughly 
scented by the handler and sealed in a plas-
tic bag to be given to the hide steward to be 
removed from the plastic bag and hidden 
on the course.

This change to Regulations for AKC Scent 
Work will be effective May 1, 2024.

International Sweepstakes Class (ISC) 
National Championship
The Board VOTED to approve the hold-
ing of an annual Agility International 
Sweepstakes Class (ISC) National 
Championship event starting in the fall 
of 2024. There will be five jump heights 
offered and five National Championship 
titles awarded (one per height).

Agility Updates
The Board VOTED to approve several 
recommended changes to the Agility 
Regulations that are meant to expand 
opportunities for exhibitors, make an event 
run more efficiently, and update technical 
equipment requirements for safety and to 
reflect current course designs.

These changes will become effective on 
July 1, 2024. (See Regulation Changes in 
Appendix A.)

1. Chapter 1, Section 21 – Allow For 
Exhibition Only (FEO) in all classes. 
2. Chapter 4, Section 7 – Reduce wheeling 
of Open courses to one time. 
3. Chapter 6, Section 4 & 5 – Increase the 
course yardage allowed for 8- & 12-inch 
heights (and
corresponding Preferred heights) for the 
Excellent and Master levels. 
4. Chapter 6, Equipment Chart –

A. No longer require the Pause Table 
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in the Excellent and Master Standard 
classes. 
B. No longer require a “Bar” jump in 
any courses. This jump type has 2 bars 
on it. 
C. Only allow one time use of the tire. 
Tires must have a straight approach to 
them and then on departure.
D. Allow the use of a Wall Jump in 
Excellent and Master classes to add 
obstacle variety.

5. Chapter 7, Sections 4 & 5 – Increase the 
course yardage allowed in Jumpers With 
Weaves at the Excellent and Master levels 
for all heights (and corresponding Preferred 
heights). 
6. Chapter 7, Equipment Chart - Notes the 
same changes as shown in Item 4 – for the 
“Bar” Jump, Tire and Wall Jump. 

Approval of Annual Fees 
The Charter and Bylaws of the American 
Kennel Club, Inc. require that the Board of 
Directors set deposits annually for the sub-
mission of complaints pursuant to Article 
XII, Section 1 and deposits for appeals to 
an Appeal Trial Board pursuant to Article 
XIII, Section 7. 

The current deposit to file a complaint pur-
suant to Article XII, Section 1, is $625. 
The current deposit to file an Appeal to an 
Appeal Trial Board is $250. The Board 
VOTED that these deposits remain the 

same for 2024.

Delegates Approved
Dr. Yves Belmont
To represent Conyers Kennel Club of 
Georgia
Published March 2024, April 2024 

Eugene R. Biller
To represent Tampa Bay Kennel Club 
Published February 2024, March 2024

Sheila Gallizzo
To represent  Plainfield Kennel Club 
Published February 2024, March 2024

Sue Meachem
To represent Central Indiana Kennel Club
Published February 2024, March 2024

Richard Yoho
To represent Dandie Dinmont Terrier 
Club of America
Published February 2024, March 2024

Member Club Approved
Curly-Coated Retriever Club of America
Households: 144
1st Licensed Show: June 6, 1994
Bylaws: Acceptable
Recommendation: Approve. Published 
in February 2024 and March 2024 AKC 
Gazettes
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Board recessed at 5:22 p.m
____________________________________

The Board Meeting reconvened on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. All 
Directors were present in the New York 
office. The Executive Secretary was also 
present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to 
discuss business matters. It was reported 
out of this Session that:

1) The Board reappointed the Junior Task 
Force Board Committee to be comprised of 
all current members.

2) The Board reappointed Christopher 
Sweetwood to the AKC PAC Board and 
Dr. Charlie Garvin to the AKC CHF 
Board.

3) The Board VOTED to approve the 
Staff proposal on AKC EDUCATIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS POLICY AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS effective imme-
diately:

AKC EDUCATIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS POLICY AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
As an additional step in creating a safe and 
respectful sports environment for all, the 

AKC Board of Directors approved the fol-
lowing educational requirements policy and 
recommendations. 
Effective immediately: 

• The AKC Board of Directors, Inspectors, 
Field Staff across all sports, AKC 
Registered Handlers, and additional AKC 
Staff that regularly attend events will be 
required to successfully complete the 
Stewards of Children® training from the 
non-profit organization Darkness to Light 
once every three years. 

• All current and future Junior 
Showmanship Judges will be required to 
successfully complete the Stewards of 
Children® training. AKC will offer the ini-
tial course on a complimentary basis and 
must be refreshed every three (3) years. All 
current Junior Showmanship Judges must 
fulfill this requirement in 2024. 

• All current and future Club Junior 
Coordinators will be required to success-
fully complete the Stewards of Children® 
training. AKC will offer the initial course 
on a complimentary basis and must be 
refreshed every three (3) years. 

• Junior participants and their parents will 
be recommended to take the following 
complementary courses as applicable from 
SafeSport: 
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° SafeSport® for Youth Athletes (ages 
13-17) 

° SafeSport® for Kids (5-12) 

° SafeSport® Parent’s Guide to 
Misconduct in Sports Core. 

• All Superintendents, AKC-approved 
Show Secretaries, and AKC-approved 
Agility Trial Secretaries will be strongly 
advised to take the Stewards of Children® 
course. 
• All current and future judges across 
all sports are required to complete the 
Stewards of Children® training. The ini-
tial training will be provided on a compli-
mentary basis by AKC; this requirement 
will be phased in. 

It was VOTED to adjourn on Tuesday, 
April 9, 2024, at 12:23 p.m. Eastern Time.

Adjourned
Attest:_______________________________________

Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary
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Appendix A
Regulations for AKC Agility Trials and Agility Course Test (ACT)
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