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ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

The next meeting of the Delegates will 
be held at the Doubletree Newark Airport 
Hotel on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, begin-
ning no earlier than 10:30 a.m. It will follow 
the Delegate Forum which will begin at 
9:30 a.m.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Rat Terrier Club of America

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS

Terry R. Bridges, Athens, IL, Illinois 
Capitol Kennel Club

Dennis N. Corash, PhD, Penrose, CO, 
Terry-All Kennel Club 

Sharon A. LeVan, Amelia, OH, 
Clermont County Kennel Club

Joao Machado, Humble, TX,  
Oakland Dog Training Club

Christian A. Morales Reyes, CPA, 
Miami, FL, Greater Miami Dog Club

Lori Sage, Beavercreek, OR,  
Sherwood Dog Obedience Club

Sharon Smith, Greenville, SC, 
Greenville Kennel Club

Sharon Tracy, Pocatello, ID,  
Pocatello Kennel Club 

Click here to read the 
April 2026 issue!
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TRIAL BOARDS

APPEALS TRIAL BOARD
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN,

ESQ., CHAIR 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
VINCENT INDEGLIA, ESQ.

SAMUEL KOVITZ, ESQ.
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
KATHI BROWN

MEDORA HARPER
CARL HOLDER
DR. JOHN IOIA

LAURIE MAULUCCI
ROBERT NEWMAN

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
DIANA L SKIBINSKI

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK
GLENDA STEPHENSON

MICHELE WRATH

PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
FRANK BARTON

REX GIBSON
ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2028
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

SALLY L. FINEBURG
DR. MICHAEL G. KNIGHT

CLASS OF 2029
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES

EDUARDO FUGIWARA
ROBIN STANSELL
SYLVIA THOMAS

CLASS OF 2030
DOMINIC P. CAROTA

SUE GOLDBERG
JASON HOKE

GINA M. DINARDO, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding 
the integrity of its registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type 
and function.
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred 
dog as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the 
rights of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DR. MICHAEL G. KNIGHT, VICE CHAIRMAN

VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing
KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship
BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications

ASHLEY JACOT, Education
DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel
MARI-BETH O’NEILL, Sport Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services
DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Conformation

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
GINA M. DINARDO 

President & 
Chief Executive Officer

THEODORE E. PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, President Emeritus

SHEILA GOFFE 
Executive Secretary & 

Vice President, Government Relations

https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/akc-gazette/
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Barbara J. Wood, Cranford, NJ, 
American Lhasa Apso Club 

Linda C. Wozniak, Chapel Hill, NC, 
Durham Kennel Club 

NOTICE
REPRIMANDS AND FINES

As a result of an Event Committee  
determination the following individual 
stands suspended of AKC privileges. It 
should be noted that this determination 
may still be appealed and may be reversed. 
Upon expiration of the appeal process, an 
appropriate notice describing the status 
of the individual’s suspension, if any, will 
appear in this column:

Mr. Matthew Perry (Berkeley, IL)

NOTICE
Dr. Vijaya Galic (El Paso, TX). Action 

was taken by the Marquette Kennel Club 
for conduct at its August 30, 2025 event. 
Dr. Galic was charged with neglect at or in 
connection with an event by an individual. 
The Staff Event Committee reviewed the 
Event Committee’s report and set the 
penalty as a six-month suspension of all 
AKC privileges and imposed a $1,000 
fine. (Pomeranians)

NOTICE
Ms. A’ishah Jackson (Little Rock, AR). 

Action was taken by the Kennel Club of 
Texarkana for conduct at its February 6, 
2026 event. Ms. Jackson was charged with 

neglect at or in connection with an event 
by individual. The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a three-month sus-
pension of all AKC privileges and imposed 
a $500 fine, effective February 22, 2026. 
(Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
Mr. Phillip Lanier (Stafford, VA). 

Action was taken by the American Kennel 
Club for conduct at its December 13-14, 
2025 event. Mr. Lanier was charged with 
entering/exhibiting dog that the entrant 
knew or should have known is ineligible 
to complete in the event. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a five-year  event suspension and imposed 
a $5,000 fine, effective January 7, 2026. 
(Basset Hounds)

NOTICE
Mr. Joseph Williams (Lebanon, MO). 

Action was taken by the American 
Brittany Club for conduct at its November 
26, 2025 event. Mr. Williams was charged 
with improper treatment in connection 
with an event. The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a six-month suspen-
sion of all AKC privileges and imposed 
a $500 fine, effective February 13, 2026. 
(Brittanys)
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NOTICE
Mr. DJ Wade (Mount Union, IA). 

Action was taken by the East Central Iowa 
Beagle Club for conduct at its October 10, 
2025 event. Mr. Wade was charged with 
inappropriate, abusive, or foul language. 
The Staff Event Committee reviewed the 
Event Committee’s report and set the 
penalty as a three-month event suspension 
and imposed a $500 fine, effective January 
27, 2026. (Beagles)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended the following 
individuals from all AKC privileges for 
six months and imposed a $500 fine, for 
refusal to make their dogs and records 
available for inspection when requested:

Effective February 24, 2026:
Ms. Marie Lewis (Trenton, GA) 

Airedale Terriers, Poodles
Mr. William Lewis (Trenton, GA) 

Chow Chows

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Ms. Abigail 
Anderson (Goodman, MO) from all 
AKC privileges five years and imposed a 
$1,000 fine, for refusal to make her dogs 
and records available for inspection when 
requested, effective February 24, 2026. 
(Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Dr. Lawrence 
Wallace (Deland, FL) for ten years 
of all AKC privileges and imposed a 
$2,000 fine, for violating AKC’s Judicial 
or Administrative Determination of 
Inappropriate Treatment policy, effective 
January 20, 2026. (Bulldogs)

NOTICE
On January 28, 2026, the Trial Board 

(Vincent Indeglia, Esq., Chair, Laurie 
Maulucci, Dr. John Ioia) of The American 
Kennel Club heard charges against Mr. 
Karl Hoffrogge, (Moores Hill, IN) for 
violating AKC’s Personal Conduct Policy.  
The Trial Board sustained the charges 
and suspended Mr. Hoffrogge from all 
AKC privileges for a lifetime, imposed a 
$10,000 fine, and prohibited him from 
being on the grounds of AKC events, 
effective February 16, 2026. (Beagles)  
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES 
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS – CHAPTER 3, 
SECTION 12 

The AKC Board has endorsed the 
following amendment to Chapter 3, 
Section 12 of the Rules Applying to 
Dogs Shows, proposed by the Dog Show 
Rules Committee. This will be voted on at 
the June 9, 2026 Delegate Meeting.

CHAPTER 3
DOG SHOW CLASSIFICATIONS
SECTION 12 

Event committees may provide such 
other classes of recognized breeds or 
recognized varieties of breeds as they may 
choose, provided they do not conflict with 
the conditions of the above-mentioned 
classes, and are judged before Best of Breed 
competition, and castration or spaying is 
not a condition of the class. Such additional 
classes shall be divided by sex.

No class may be given in which more 
than one breed or recognized variety of 
breed may be entered, except as provided 
in these rules and regulations.

No class may be given for which castration 
or spaying is a condition of class.

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the 
Judging Operations Department at PO 
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. 
Letters concerning Agility, Obedience, 
Rally, Tracking, and VST applicants 
should be addressed to the Companion 
Events Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant, pro-
vide that individual with copies of letters 
received regarding their judging qualifica-
tions. As a result, it should be understood 
that any such correspondence will be 
made available, upon request, to the judge 
or judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all Conformation 
and Junior Showmanship judges to notify 
the Judging Operations Department of any 
changes or corrections to their address, 
phone, fax or emails. These changes 
are very important because they affect 
your judges’ record, the web site and the 
Judges Directory. Please notify Judging 
Operations by email at  
judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons applications have 

been submitted for the breed(s) specified 
but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
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NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS

Dr. Rachel Romano Kelly (80179) MD
(360) 649-3447
rachelgeordie@yahoo.com
Vizslas

Mr. Charles “Cody” Mason (118313) IA
(319) 512-9766
aliasthebugmaniowa@yahoo.com
Bulldogs

Melanie Redford (108626) PA
(814) 573-1074
westcroftervuren@gmail.com
Belgian Laekenois, Belgian Malinois, 
Belgian Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervuren

Mrs. Gail R. Stiefferman (118063) MO
(314) 660-3305
forstknoll@gmail.com
German Shepherd Dogs

Sarah Tennessen (118375) WI
(715) 308-4328
tennesse@charter.net
Bernese Mountain Dogs

Ms. Diana Terry (118495) OR
(253) 203-8874
dterry5858@gmail.com
Boston Terriers

ADDITIONAL BREED JUDGING 
APPLICANTS

Mr. Richard D. Albee (57263) AL
(334) 750-2110
albeerd@chater.net
Bearded Collies, Berger Picards, Border 

Collies, Bouviers des Flandres, Briards, 
Collies, German Shepherd Dogs, Min-
iature American Shepherds, Old English 
Sheepdogs

Ms. Nancy S. Amburgey (42492) OH
(614) 264-7524
lopat@aol.com
Boston Terriers, Keeshonden, Lowchen, 
Xoloitzcuintlin

Mr. Lloyd Amodei (95053) FL
(215) 570-6674
ljamodei@gmail.com
American Hairless Terriers, Dandie Din-
mont Terriers, Lakeland Terriers

Ms. Marjorie Anderson (102675) AZ
(480) 250-3798
mba.arcade2.0@gmail.com
Affenpinschers

Ms. Anne Barlow (18397) TX
(512) 423-4500
anne78736@yahoo.com 
Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers, 
Boykin Spaniels, Clumber Spaniels, Field 
Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, Weimara-
ners

Ms. Jennifer U. Bell (109179) LA
(225) 933-6132
mystang50@yahoo.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Leonbergers, New-
foundlands, Saint Bernards

Mary E. Benedict (66054) NY
(585) 747-5380
longacrecollies@yahoo.com
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Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, Great Pyre-
nees, Kuvaszok, Leonbergers, Samoyeds, 
Dalmatians

Mr. Brian C. Bogart (100059) NY
(716) 984-0012
sumerwyndb@aol.com
Black Russian Terriers, Boerboels, Portu-
guese Water Dogs

Mr. Phillip (Phil) Booth (115975) NY
(517) 518-2641
philboothphs@gmail.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Barbets, 
Bracchi Italiani, Nederlandse Kooiker-
hondjes, Curly-Coated Retrievers, Nova 
Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers, American 
Water Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, Irish 
Water Spaniels, Sussex Spaniels, Welsh 
Springer Spaniels, Wirehaired Pointing 
Griffons, Wirehaired Vizslas)

Mrs. Kathleen J. Brock (47792) WA
(253) 988-1764
toccatacockers@aol.com
Pharaoh Hounds, Salukis

Ms. Bridget J. Brown (102665) AL
(205) 515-8753
jackeye@bellsouth.net
Balance of Sporting Group (Bracchi Ital-
iani, Pointers), Boston Terriers

Regina Lee Bryant (105299) CA
(209) 327-8778
catoriaussies@gmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Briards, 
Lancashire Heelers, Polish Lowland 

Sheepdogs, Pyrenean Shepherds, Span-
ish Water Dogs)

Ms. JoAnne M. Buehler (22770) FL
(301) 590-9056
joanneb@his.com
Australian Terriers, Bedlington Terriers, 
Border Terriers. Soft Coated Wheaten 
Terriers, Chinese Cresteds, Tibetan Ter-
riers

Mr. Dean Burwell (103997) SC
(803) 628-8323
dean@pawgate.com
Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, Boerboels, 
Danish-Swedish Farmdogs, Chihuahuas

Ms. Kimberly Cardona (110939) FL
(407) 460-0089
vomdrakkenfels@gmail.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Bernese Mountain 
Dogs, Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, 
Saint Bernards, Samoyeds

Mr. Dominic Carota (97729) GA
(518) 461-9504
hallamhounds@aol.com
Rhodesian Ridgebacks

Mr. Wayne Cavanaugh (5571) MI
(269) 760-2552
wcavanaugh317@gmail.com
Basenjis, Black and Tan Coonhounds, 
Bloodhounds, Borzois, Grand Basset 
Griffon Vendeens, Greyhounds, Nor-
wegian Elkhounds, Otterhounds, Petits 
Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Pharaoh 
Hounds, Scottish Deerhounds, Whippets
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Ms. S. Marie (Miki) Cooney (15638) FL
(508) 254-1112
ladyslipper6@gmail.com
Chihuahuas, Italian Greyhounds

Ms. Karen L. Dewey (112481) NH
(603) 504-2813
pkdewey603@gmail.com
Basenjis, Norwegian Elkhounds

Mr. James R. Dickson (97563) NJ
(973) 229-8242
tajback4z@gmail.com
American Hairless Terriers, Rat Terriers, 
Russell Terriers, Skye Terriers, Stafford-
shire Bull Terriers

Ms. Helen Dorrance (19022) TX
(512) 964-3294
gdkdogs@gmail.com
Boxers, Chinooks, Doberman Pinschers, 
Rottweilers

Mrs. Beth Downey (102539) MS
(410) 829-2455
bethdowney539@gmail.com
American Foxhounds, Basenjis, Basset 
Fauve de Bretagnes, Borzois, Cirnechi 
dell’Etna, English Foxhounds, Irish Wolf-
hounds, Portuguese Podengo Pequenos, 
Scottish Deerhounds

Ms. Mary Lynne Elliott (100062) CO
(720) 289-2515
ml@vedauwoorr.com
American Eskimo Dogs, Bichons Frises, 
Chow Chows, Coton de Tulear, Finnish 
Spitz, Keeshonden, Lowchen, Norwe-

gian Lundehunds, Tibetan Terriers

Mr. Alfred Ferruggiaro (7410) MD
(240) 418-8452
alferrug@gmail.com
Clumber Spaniels, Cocker Spaniels, En-
glish Cocker Spaniels, Irish Water Span-
iels

Mr. Edward A. Fojtik (104757) IL
(847) 254-6166
efojtik@aol.com
Bedlington Terriers, Norfolk Terriers, 
Norwich Terriers, Parson Russell Terri-
ers, Scottish Terriers, Welsh Terriers

Mrs. Brandy Greenhagen (113965) CO
(970) 371-4261
braqndygreenhagen@comcast.net
Belgian Sheepdogs

Ms. Judy A. Harrington (16665) MA
(413) 531-4258
jahyeesss@comcast.net
Balance of Herding Group (Bergamasco 
Sheepdogs, Norwegian Buhunds, Polish 
Lowland Sheepdogs, Pyrenean Shep-
herds, Spanish Water Dogs)

Robin A. Hug (67358) CO
(303) 717-1702
robinahug@gmail.com
American English Coonhounds, Amer-
ican Foxhounds, Beagles, English Fox-
hounds, Harriers

Mr. Richard Todd Jackson (94771) MD
(202) 491-5513
richardtoddjackson@yahoo.com
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American English Coonhounds, Bluetick 
Coonhounds, Plott Hounds, Redbone 
Coonhounds, Treeing Walker Coon-
hounds

Dr. Laura J. C. LaBounty (96455) NH
(603) 313-9597
specialcollies@msn.com
Belgian Laekenois, Lancashire Heelers, 
Mudik

Mrs. Martha C. Lageschulte (106091) 
CO

(303) 929-9064
starqst.mcl@gmail.com 
Akitas, Portuguese Water Dogs

Mr. Kevin E. Lind (112598) MD
(202) 440-2225
kevin.e.lind@gmail.com
Mudik

Mr. Dale R. Martenson (111413) OK
(817) 517-3304
castlemar3@hotmail.com
Balance of Non-Sporting (Lowchen, 
Norwegian Lundehunds, Tibetan Span-
iels, Xoloitzcuintlin)

Mrs. Sandra McCue (18851) CA
(916) 217-9912
indianbendsetters@gmail.com
Golden Retrievers, Gordon Setters, Irish 
Red and White Setters

Ms. Kimberly Moshlak (114681) KY
(301) 802-4145
cubruncwc@gmail.com
Bouviers des Flandres, Shetland Sheepdogs

Ms. Qingyu (Sanny) Pan (116125) CA
(626) 688-9902
fairylandborzoi@gmail.com
Afghan Hounds, Azawakhs, Beagles, 
Dachshunds, Greyhounds, Ibizan 
Hounds, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Salukis, 
Whippets

Mrs. Sherry Patton (110239) TX
(318) 518-6542
4everbts@gmail.com
Basenjis, Affenpinschers, Biewer Terriers, 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Man-
chester Terriers, Miniature Pinschers, 
Pugs, Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonki

Ms. Lori Pelletier (110445) RI
(401) 294-8819
norfolkes@aol.com
Airedale Terriers, American Hairless 
Terriers, Australian Terriers, Bedlington 
Terriers, Cairn Terriers, Cesky Terriers, 
Glen of Imaal Terriers, Parson Russell 
Terriers, Rat Terriers, Scottish Terriers, 
Sealyham Terriers, West Highland White 
Terriers

Ms. Deirdre Petrie (63937) PA
(610) 763-8976
deirdrepatrie@yahoo.com
Bedlington Terriers, Glen of Imaal Terri-
ers, Sealyham Terriers

Mr. John C. Ramirez (1814) CA
(310) 991-0241
jrami68620@aol.com
Borzois, Bearded Collies, Belgian Tervu-
ren, Briards
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Ms. Lexa Richmond (100815) TX
(432) 210-9666
hialeahdachshunds@gmail.com
Clumber Spaniels

Mrs. Vicki Roye Bemont (3251) GA
(901) 299-9458
bemontvicki@gmail.com
Australian Shepherds, Border Collies, 
Pembroke Welsh Corgis, Swedish Vall-
hunds

Mrs. Karen Scholz (100177) WA
(425) 877-9537
a777flygirl@aol.com
Affenpinschers, Biewer Terriers, Brussels 
Griffons, Chinese Cresteds, Havanese, 
Maltese, Russian Toys, Toy Fox Terriers, 
Yorkshire Terriers

Mrs. Pamela Schroeder (108285) WA
(778) 834-0059
pamelaschroederakc@gmail.com
Cane Corso, Danish-Swedish Farmdogs, 
Kuvaszok, Leonbergers, Tibetan Mastiffs

Ms. Kathryn Schwabe (51893) NC
(610) 698-6108
kathryn.schwabe@yahoo.com 
Australian Cattle Dogs, Belgian Mali-
nois, Belgian Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervu-
ren, Lancashire Heelers, Mudik, Pyrene-
an Shepherds, Shetland Sheepdogs

Mrs. Vicki Seiler-Cushman (100265) OH
(513) 638-1585
seilerva@yahoo.com
Balance of Toy Group (Affenpinschers, 

Biewer Terriers, Brussels Griffons, Chi-
nese Cresteds, English Toy Spaniels, 
Havanese, Italian Greyhounds, Japanese 
Chins, Maltese, Manchester Terriers, 
Miniature Pinschers, Pugs, Russian Toys, 
Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonki, Shih Tzu, 
Silky Terriers, Toy Fox Terriers, Yorkshire 
Terriers)

Ms. Jan C. Sigler (7526) KS
(816) 507-5282
kaleasibes@mac.com
Balance of Hound Group (Basset Fauve 
de Bretagnes, Ibizan Hounds, Portuguese 
Podengo Pequenos, Sloughis)

Mrs. Denise Simenauer(90287) FL
(269) 352-4011
diorbriards@gmail.com
Poodles, Australian Shepherds, Bearded 
Collies, Belgian Laekenois, Belgian Mali-
nois, Belgian Sheepdogs, Berger Picards, 
Norwegian Buhunds, Old English 
Sheepdogs, Pulik, Pumik

Mr. Jon Titus Steele (55162) MI
(989) 860-9677
jonauroral@gmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Belgian 
Laekenois, Belgian Sheepdogs, Belgian 
Tervuren, Finnish Lapphunds, Pyrenean 
Shepherds, Spanish Water Dogs), Shiba 
Inu

Mr. Steve Terry (76004) NM
(702) 475-0071
heritagepurebred@gmail.com
Poodles, Tibetan Terriers
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Mr. Scott Toney (110847) NC
(704) 968-4491
midwoodchin@gmail.com
Bichons Frises, Chinese Shar-Pei, Chow 
Chows, Finnish Spitz, Norwegian Lun-
dehunds, Shiba Inu, Tibetan Spaniels

Marilyn Van Vleit (67040) OR
(503) 510-1332
mvanvleit@gmail.com
Boston Terriers, Chow Chows, Coton 
de Tulear, Dalmatians, Finnish Spitz, 
French Bulldogs

Mrs. Deborah Y. Verdon (7115) TX
(985) 788-1940
debv1940@gmail.com
Bouviers des Flandres, Entlebucher 
Mountain Dogs, Mudik

Ms. Cynthia Woodward (105631) TX
(501) 425-3454
cyndrwood@yahoo.com
Bullmastiffs, Leonbergers

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been 

approved on a Permit basis for the des-
ignated breeds in accordance with the 
current judging approval process. They 
may now accept assignments and the 
fancy may still offer comments to Judging 
Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES

Ms. Michele H. Boice (118305) VA
(518) 947-9747
clearvu2@gmail.com
Collies, JS

Mr. Alex Clay (116829) FL
(904) 334-2338
aclay2838@gmail.com
Irish Setters

Deborah A. Edwards, PhD (118349) FL
(281) 639-2505
daefsu@outlook.com
Flat Coated Retrievers

Mr. Colton Johnson (115886) CO
(719) 268-0789
dogtrn@msn.com
Bullmastiffs, Portuguese Water Dogs, 
Samoyeds, Bouviers des Flandres, Old 
English Sheepdogs

Mrs. Heather Johnson (118321) CO
(719) 650-2227
dogtrn@msn.com
Bullmastiffs, Portuguese Water Dogs, 
Samoyeds, Bouviers des Flandres, Old 
English Sheepdogs

Ms. Vicki Lord (118326) ID
(208) 484-4855
vickilord@gmail.com
Labrador Retrievers, JS

Samuel McGeachy (118269) NC
(909) 236-0987
sjm.marquis@gmail.com
Afghan Hounds, Bouviers des Flandres
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Karen (Gronberg) Shaner (118217) KS
klshaner@icloud.com
Siberian Huskies

Ricki Silveria (118044) SC
(843) 810-7080
ricki.silveria@comcast.net
Siberian Huskies

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 

Mrs. Leonore Abordo (93981) NM
(503) 301-7138
oxota@yahoo.com
Azawakhs, Greyhounds, Ibizan Hounds, 
Pharaoh Hounds, Rhodesian Ridgebacks

Dr. Azalea Alvarez (97321) FL
(954) 600-5480
minsmere954@yahoo.com
American Hairless Terriers, Border Ter-
riers, Cesky Terriers, Norfolk Terriers, 
Norwich Terriers, Rat Terriers

Ms. Shira Lee Barkon (108315) PA
(610) 587-5542
snocrest1@gmail.com
Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, Dan-
ish-Swedish Farmdogs, German Pin-
schers, Giant Schnauzers, Komondorok, 
Neapolitan Mastiffs, Standard Schnau-
zers

Mrs. Donna Bennett (99281) OK
(918) 671-7133
donna@libertyakitas.com
Ibizan Hounds, Boxers

Mr. Mike Bennett (112839) OK
(918) 760-6456
darlinmikey@libertyakitas.com
Basenjis, Ibizan Hounds, Rhodesian 
Ridgebacks, Salukis, Doberman Pin-
schers, JS

Mrs. Judith A. Brown (0253) TX
(713) 249-3364
judithabrown@sbcglobal.net
Airedale Terriers, Cesky Terriers, Glen 
of Imaal Terriers, Irish Terriers, Kerry 
Blue Terriers, Lakeland Terriers, Norfolk 
Terriers, Norwich Terriers, Parson Rus-
sell Terriers, Russell Terriers, Soft Coat-
ed Wheaten Terriers, Staffordshire Bull 
Terriers

Dr. Jennie Chen (114233) MN
jennie@romanreign.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Danish-Swed-
ish Farmdogs, Newfoundlands, Old 
English Sheepdogs

Ms. Karrie Dollar (111131) WI
(715) 213-0017
karriedollar@gmail.com
Bracchi Italiani, Nova Scotia Duck Toll-
ing Retrievers, Irish Setters

Ms. Mary Dukes (99597) NC
(951) 283-4770
putupyr@aol.com
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, Gordon 
Setters, Clumber Spaniels, Field Span-
iels, Irish Water Spaniels, Weimaraners, 
Chinese Shar-Pei
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Mr. Kevin M. Flynn (66204) MA
(781) 378-0293
kevin.flynn3@comcast.net
Bichons Frises, Dalmatians, Norwegian 
Lundehunds

Mrs. Linda C. Flynn (66205) MA
(781) 378-0293
lcflynn@comcast.net
American Foxhounds, Beagles, English 
Foxhounds, Harriers

Mr. Neal Goodwin (45218) CT
(626) 327-2311
doggone1@mindspring.com
Belgian Sheepdogs, Border Collies, Col-
lies

Gigi Griffith (109593) TN
(760) 908-8188
terranova57@gmail.com
German Pinschers, Giant Schnauzers, 
Neapolitan Mastiffs, Cardigan Welsh 
Corgis, Old English Sheepdogs

Ms. Marlene Groves (108243) CO
(303) 243-0440
marlene@buffalgroves.com
Afghan Hounds, Portuguese Podengo 
Pequenos, Salukis, Scottish Deerhounds, 
Rottweilers, Bouviers des Flandres

Mr. Rick Gschwender (6740) ID
(208) 477-3934
rggschwender@yahoo.com
Balance of Toy Group (Chinese 
Cresteds, English Toy Spaniels, Italian 
Greyhounds, Japanese Chins, Maltese, 

Miniature Pinschers, Russian Tsvetnaya 
Bolonki, Toy Fox Terriers)

Mrs. Junko Guichon (111435) VA
(540) 247-1121
junko@guichonchi.com
Biewer Terriers, Manchester Terriers

Mr. David E. Hagey (19208) AZ
(541) 914-4757
dlfoxglove@outlook.com
Basenjis, Whippets, French Bulldogs

Mr. Steve Hayden (6674) IL
(217) 725-3647
hybrk1@comcast.net
Balance of Working Group (Alaskan 
Malamutes, Siberian Huskies)

Ms. Deborah A. Hubbard (102869) RI
(401) 284-6303
deb@fridaygoldens.com
Gordon Setters, Clumber Spaniels, Sus-
sex Spaniels

Mrs. Pat M. Jenkins (99451) UT
(435) 770-0334
pmj16@msn.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Chi-
huahuas, Chinese Cresteds, English Toy 
Spaniels, Papillons

Mr. Bryan Martin (3207) OR
(847) 922-8735
bkmshows@aol.com
Bracchi Italiani, Alaskan Malamutes, 
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Black Russian 
Terriers, Bullmastiffs, Leonbergers
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Mrs. Cindy Meyer (15141) IL
(815) 985-4707
bckennel@aol.com
Bracchi Italiani, Lagotti Romagnoli, 
Pointers, English Setters, English Cocker 
Spaniels, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons

Ms. Bonnie Money (105681) IN
(317) 452-2204
blmoney@att.net
Boxers, Great Pyrenees, Komondorok, 
Neapolitan Mastiffs

Mr. James A. Moses (93094) GA
(770) 329-4768
jmoses0924@aol.com
Azawakhs, Beagles, Borzois, Cirnechi 
dell’Etna, Grand Bassets Griffons 
Vendeens, Ibizan Hounds, Norwegian 
Elkhounds, Petits Bassets Griffons Ven-
deens, Pharaoh Hounds, Redbone Coon-
hounds

Mrs. Betsey Orman (99925) WI
(847) 778-7661
brambliepup@gmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Beaucero-
ns, Briards, Canaan Dogs, Entlebucher 
Mountain Dogs, Lancashire Heelers)

Mrs. Jean Pero (30743) CO
(303) 475-7302
jmpero3@gmail.com
Maltese, Pomeranians, Russian Tsvet-
naya Bolonki, Shih Tzu

Mrs. Sharon Ann Redmer (2711) MI
(734) 449-4995
sredmer@umich.edu
Kerry Blue Terriers, Parson Russell Ter-
riers, Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers

Mr. Jeffrey P. Ryman (93219) WA
(425) 876-2213
jeff_ryman@hotmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Australian 
Cattle Dogs, Belgian Tervuren, Border 
Collies, Bouviers des Flandres, Miniature 
American Shepherds)

Ms. Joyce Siddall (98695) CO
(303) 548-1125
catalinakennels@yahoo.com
Beaucerons, Briards, Entlebucher Moun-
tain Dogs, Polish Lowland Sheepdogs, 
Pulik, Spanish Water Dogs

Rhonda Silveira (100061) OR
(503) 428-2021
rsilveira.akcjudge@outlook.com
Akitas, Boxers, Portuguese Water Dogs, 
Rottweilers

Mrs. Carol Sommerfelt (7007) TN
(865) 986-1614
carolsommerfelt@gmail.com
Kerry Blue Terriers, Affenpinschers, Ha-
vanese, Maltese, Russian Toys, Russian 
Tsvetnaya Bolonki, Yorkshire Terriers

Mr. Walter Sommerfelt (4787) TN
(865) 986-1614
loracvizsl@aol.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Finn-
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ish Spitz, Keeshonden, Norwegian Lun-
dehunds, Schipperkes)

Ms. Amy Sorbie (36968) CO
(720) 245-5781
amy.sorbie@vca.com
Australian Cattle Dogs, Briards, Canaan 
Dogs, Lancashire Heelers, Miniature 
American Shepherds, Spanish Water 
Dogs

Mr. Eric Steel (98787) NY
(646) 479-9177
ericsteel@mac.com
Azawakhs, Basenjis, Bloodhounds, Petits 
Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Portuguese 
Podengo Pequenos, Scottish Deerhounds

Ms. Angela Stevanus (112189) CA
(951) 640-6819
angeldotz@yahoo.com
Miniature Bull Terriers, Lhasa Apsos, 
Tibetan Terriers

Mr. Cledith M. Wakefield (80829) MO
(573) 760-3616
n2rotts@yahoo.com
Australian Terriers, Kerry Blue Terriers, 
Norfolk Terriers

Janet Warner (103607) NM
(253) 255-6796
janagram@aol.com
German Wirehaired Pointers, Chesa-
peake Bay Retrievers, Gordon Setters, 
Wirehaired Pointing Griffons

Ms. Kathy Wilkins (6799) GA
(770) 315-4452

lochlynfarm@gmail.com
Bearded Collies, Canaan Dogs, Norwe-
gian Buhunds, Pumik, Swedish Vallhunds

Ms. Claire Wisch Abraham (100709) VA
(571) 318-2768
outlawgwp@aol.com
Manchester Terriers, Russian Toys

Mr. George Wright (105383) NJ
(908) 996-3024
georgewright221@gmail.com
Dachshunds, Poodles, Pugs

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES

Mrs. Morgan Brooks (118187) FL
(904) 962-3182
monarkgoldens@gmail.com

Mr. Brett Duncan (107127) TX
(806) 281-4924
baduncan@beckman.Com

Mrs. Rebecca McMilton (118405) CA
rebeccamcmilton@gmail.com

Mr. Michael Simpson (118218) TX
(737) 240-1444
mike01simpson@gmail.com

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Cynthia Stahle
Mr. Jerry M. Watson

EMERITUS CONFORMATION JUDGE
Ms. Georian Bridger

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGE
Judith A. Adams
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REGULAR STATUS APPROVED 
OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING JUDGES 

The following persons have completed 
their Provisional Judging assignments, 
and their names have been added to the 
list of regular approved judges for the 
class indicated.

Ira Kaplan (71504) MA
781-275-0513
amfmick@oakridgeblm.org
Regular Obedience Utility

Elizabeth Cleaves (105181) MA
978-833-0619
auntie@auntiedog.com
Regular Obedience Novice

Stelle Rowlet (109327) NV
206-437-5862
stellacello@gmail.com
Regular Obedience Utility

Stella Rowlet (109327) NV
206-437-5862
stellacello@gmail.com
Regular Rally 

Lynn Hamilton (112053) AZ
520-904-2925
lynnham2001@yahoo.com
Regular Rally

Susan Yonemura (113357) CO
970-988-8197
susan.yonemura@gmail.com
Regular Tracking TD/TDU

Kayelene Hawthorne (108326) CA
949-246-3114
tutu619@yahoo.com
Regular Tracking TDX

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

The following persons have been 
approved as a judge on a Provisional basis 
for the class/test indicated in accordance 
with the Provisional judging system. They 
may now accept assignments.

Anne Rosenberg (103175) NJ
609-519-8289
annelrosenberg@hotmail.com
Provisional Obedience Novice

Patty Fulton (95283) MN
651-276-9843 
corgizoom@gmail.com
Provisional Obedience Utility

Shirley Baker (117379) FL
352-216-4340
belgiandoglover@gmail.com
Provisional Rally

Tricia Boychuk (113295) FL
561-246-2452
tbEsquire1@gmail.com
Provisional Tracking VST

EMERITUS OBEDIENCE/ RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

Cheryl Bishop-Obed & Rally, (ONT)
Bill Craig-Obed (MA)
Richard Strong-Obed & Rally (IN)
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APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been submitted to The American 
Kennel Club. Letters in regard to these 
applications should be addressed to Sheila 
Goffe, Executive Secretary:

4 CLOVERS – Miniature American 
Shepherds – Erica R. Beattie

AMSCOT – French Bulldogs –  
Amy E Traufler

BIRCHVIEW – Miniature American 
Shepherds – Sharon L. Hulke &  
Amy J. Pirkl

COPPERRIDGE – Rhodesian Ridgebacks 
– Lin Hainlen & Bob Hainlen

CU SEILGE – Scottish Deerhounds – 
Terri L.B. Crawford

ENCHANTED MESA – Miniature 
American Shepherds – Kristin Hill

GLEANNFAE – Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels – Lorraine C. Wood &  
Evelyn Wood

JBJ – Portuguese Water Dogs –  
Nina A. Britton

LAVISH – Bernese Mountain Dogs – 
Layal L. Bouaoun & Christopher D. Petersen

LEBORIA – Border Collies –  
Zihui (Hebr) Lin & Yuan (Olivia) Wang 

LONGMILE – Miniature American 
Shepherds – Stacy L. Miller

PONDSIDE – Cardigan Welsh Corgis – 
Robert J. Smead

ROCKIN-B FARMS – Golden Retrievers 
– Elizah Brandstudt & Brian Brandstadt

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted

ABOSCOBEL – Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels – Helen K. Norton

CAERLEONDANES – Great Danes –  
Dr. Rachel M. Wisnoski

CASTLE RIDGE – Cardigan Welsh 
Corgis – Edward T. Castellano

CLEAR CREEK – Pembroke Welsh 
Corgis Kristina Elsik

CUMBERLANDRIDGE – Australian 
Shepherds – Gregory A. Horn

EDGEWATER – Papillons –  
Macy L. Green & Melanie L. Green

HAPICHIN – Japanese Chin –  
Lisa K. White

HOLD’EN POINT – Brittany –  
Samantha N. Choffel & Madeline J. 
Marshall

LAKERIDGE – Poodles –  
Debra Ferguson-Jones

MTN-TOP – Doberman Pinschers –  
Rod S. Brooker

PEMBERLEY – Labrador Retrievers
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SAILAWAY – Portuguese Water Dogs – 
Ellen W. Cousins & David D. Cousins

STELLA – Border Collies – Patricia A. 
Williams & Tony Williams

TYE RIVER – Havanese – Lillian E. Bibb
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DELEGATES

OF

THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB

MARCH 10, 2026

Gina M. DiNardo, President

PRESENT 338

Affenpinscher Club of America—Mrs. 

Pamela B. Peat

Afghan Hound Club of America, Inc.—

Ms. Constance Butherus

Airedale Terrier Club of America—Aletta 

L. Moore

Akita Club of America—Ms. Nancy S. 

Amburgey

Alaskan Malamute Club of America, 

Inc.—Kate McCallum

American Belgian Tervuren Club, Inc.—

Teresa Nash

American Bloodhound Club—Mary Lou 

Olszewski

American Boxer Club, Inc.—Sharon 

Steckler

American Brittany Club, Inc.—Mrs. Terry 

Hilliard

American Bullmastiff Association, Inc.—

Howard Gussis

American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 

Club, Inc.—Richard Alexander

American Chinese Crested Club, Inc.—

Neil Butterklee

American Fox Terrier Club—Connie Clark

American Maltese Association, Inc.—Ms. 

Sandy Bingham-Porter

American Manchester Terrier Club—

Roberta Berman

American Miniature Schnauzer Club, 

Inc.—Barbara Donahue

American Rottweiler Club—Mr. Peter G. 

Piusz

American Sealyham Terrier Club—

Barbara Shapiro

American Shetland Sheepdog 

Association—Marjorie Tuff

American Shih Tzu Club, Inc.—Mark 

Stempel
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American Toy Fox Terrier Club—Laura 

Johnson

American Whippet Club, Inc.—Karen B. 

Lee

Anderson Kennel Club—Laura A. 

Rockwell

Anderson Obedience Training Club, 

Inc.—Ms. Patricia A. Sample

Ann Arbor Kennel Club, Inc.—Anne R. 

Palmer

Asheville Kennel Club, Inc.—Corie Haylett

Ashtabula Kennel Club—Mr. Vincent P. 

Chianese

Atlanta Kennel Club, Inc.—Ann Wallin

Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc.—Gail A. 

LaBerge

Austin Kennel Club, Inc.—Pam Whitley

Australian Cattle Dog Club of America—

Joyce Rowland

Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc.—

William I. Christensen

Baltimore County Kennel Club—Lucy C. 

Campbell

Basenji Club of America, Inc.—Katie 

Campbell

Basset Hound Club of America, Inc.—Dr. 

Norine E. Noonan

Baytown Kennel Club, Inc.—Jean W. 

Durdin

Bearded Collie Club of America, Inc.—

Mr. Robert M. Lamm

Beaumont Kennel Club, Inc.—Carl Holder

Beaver County Kennel Club, Inc.—Phyllis 

Belcastro

Bedlington Terrier Club of America—

Howard Solomon

Belgian Sheepdog Club of America, Inc.—

Lisa Leffingwell

Bell Vernon Kennel Association, Inc.—

Mike Kriegel

Berger Picard Club of America—

Jacqueline Carswell

Berks County Kennel Club, Inc.—

Kathleen Kurtz

Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America, 

Inc.—Georgeann Reeve

Bexar County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 

Jennifer Delmer

Bichon Frise Club of America, Inc.—

Mayno Blanding
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Big Apple Working Group Club—Andrew 

I. Kalmanash

Birmingham Kennel Club, Inc.—Martha 

Griffin

Border Collie Society of America—Lisa 

M. Pruka

Border Terrier Club of America, Inc.—

Mrs. Barbara S. Dalane

Borzoi Club of America, Inc.—Prudence 

G. Hlatky

Boston Terrier Club of America, Inc.—

Mrs. Sandie Friend

Bracco Italiano Club of America—Allison 

Schultz, M.D.

Briard Club of America, Inc.—Diane Reid

Bronx County Kennel Club—Alexa 

Samarotto

Brookhaven Kennel Club, Inc.—Marie A. 

Fiore

Bryn Mawr Kennel Club—Victoria 

Glickstein

Bull Terrier Club of America—Jane 

Messineo Lindquist

Bulldog Club of America—Link Newcomb

Burlington County Kennel Club, Inc.—

Mr. Daniel J. Smyth, Esq.

Butler County Kennel Club, Inc.—

Barbara Ioia

Cairn Terrier Club of America—Wayne 

Gilpin

Cambridge Minnesota Kennel Club—

Theresa Goiffon

Canaan Dog Club of America—Pamela S. 

Rosman

Canada Del Oro Kennel Club—Dr. Sophia 

Kaluzniacki

Capital Dog Training Club of 

Washington, D.C., Inc.—Dr. Joyce A. 

Dandridge

Carolina Kennel Club, Inc.—Jaimie Ashby

Carolina Working Group Association—

Matthew Townsend

Carroll Kennel Club—Mrs. Rachann E. 

Mayer

Catoctin Kennel Club—Joseph Fitzgerald

Catonsville Kennel Club—Beverly A. 

Drake

Central New York Kennel Club, Inc.—

Mrs. Diane D. Almy

Central Ohio Kennel Club—Rebecca 

Campbell
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Chain O’Lakes Kennel Club—Jason Hoke

Charleston Kennel Club—Terri Hallman

Charlottesville-Albemarle Kennel Club, 

Inc.—Mr. John J. Lyons

Chihuahua Club of America, Inc.—Tracy 

J. Potts

Chinese Shar-Pei Club of America, Inc.—

Marge B. Calltharp

Chow Chow Club, Inc.—Margaret 

DiCorleto

Clackamas Kennel Club—Tami Worley

Clarksville Kennel Club—Sylvia 

Arrowwood

Classic Toy Dog Club of Western 

Massachusetts—Dr. Stephen Lawrence

Clearwater Kennel Club—Daniel T. Stolz

Collie Club of America, Inc.—Isabel Ososki

Colorado Kennel Club—Mrs. Louise Leone

Colorado Springs Kennel Club—Mr. 

Douglas W. Johnson

Columbia Kennel Club, Inc.—Crystal 

Messersmith

Columbia Missouri Kennel Club—

Jefferson Sossamon

Columbia Terrier Association of 

Maryland—Leslie A. Jaseph

Conroe Kennel Club—Jane Bates

Contra Costa County Kennel Club, Inc.—

Leslie E. Savoye

Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia—Dr. 

Yves Belmont

Cudahy Kennel Club—Mr. Don H. Adams

Curly-Coated Retriever Club of 

America—Leslie Puppo-Rogers

Dachshund Club of America, Inc.—Mr. 

John Brading

Dalmatian Club of America, Inc.—Dr. 

Charles Garvin

Dandie Dinmont Terrier Club of 

America, Inc.—Richard Yoho

Del Sur Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. Mark J. 

Walsh

Del Valle Dog Club of Livermore—Mrs. 

Sandra McCue

Del-Otse-Nango Kennel Club—Stephanie 

A. Crawford

Delaware County Kennel Club, Inc.—

Mark Brandsema

Delaware Water Gap Kennel Club—Dr. 

A. D. Butherus

Detroit Kennel Club—Lawrence A. Letsche, 

D.V.M.
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Devon Dog Show Association, Inc.—Meg 

Weitz

Doberman Pinscher Club of America—

Glen Lajeski

Dog Fanciers Association of Oregon, 

Inc.—Patti L. Strand

Dog Owners’ Training Club of Maryland, 

Inc.—Karen L. Keagle

Durango Kennel Club—Donald E. 

Schwartz, V.M.D

Eastern Dog Club—Frederick R. Vogel

Eastern German Shorthaired Pointer 

Club, Inc.—Robert Rynkiewicz

Elm City Kennel Club—Dr. Gregory J. 

Paveza

English Cocker Spaniel Club of America, 

Inc.—Mrs. Beth Hendrick

English Setter Association of America, 

Inc.—Dr. Brenda J. Parsons, D.V.M.

English Springer Spaniel Field Trial 

Association, Inc.—Cristy K. Joy

Erie Kennel Club, Inc.—Julie W. Parker

Evansville Kennel Club, Inc.—Heidi 

Kilgore

Farmington Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—

Terrie Breen

Fayetteville Kennel Club, Inc.—Teresa M. 

Vila

Field Spaniel Society of America—Lori 

Carver

Finger Lakes Kennel Club, Inc.—Margaret 

B. Pough

First Dog Training Club of Northern New 

Jersey, Inc.—Mary D. Curtis

Flat-Coated Retriever Society of America, 

Inc.—Neal Goodwin

Forsyth Kennel Club, Inc.—June Guido

Fort Lauderdale Dog Club—Alejandro 

Lima

Fort Worth Kennel Club—Harold Tatro III

Framingham District Kennel Club, Inc.—

Gale Golden

French Bull Dog Club of America—Robin 

Stansell

Furniture City Kennel Club, Inc.—Merry 

J. Millner

Galveston County Kennel Club, Inc.—

Cathy De La Garza

Garden State All Terrier Club, Inc.—Mr. 

Richard L. Reynolds

Genesee County Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. 

Cynthia (Cindy) Collins
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German Shepherd Dog Club of 

America—Dr. Carmen L. Battaglia

German Wirehaired Pointer Club of 

America, Inc.—Joan Payton

Giant Schnauzer Club of America, Inc.—

Steven A. Sansone

Gig Harbor Kennel Club—Tom Lewellen

Glens Falls Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 

Bonnie Lapham

Golden Retriever Club of America—Mrs. 

Ellen Hardin

Gordon Setter Club of America, Inc.—

Nance O. Skoglund

Grand Rapids Kennel Club—Mrs. Carol 

L. Johnson

Grand River Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 

Cindy Stansell

Great Dane Club of America, Inc.—Ms. 

Dale Suzanne Tarbox

Great Western Terrier Association of 

Southern California—Karen Smith

Greater Clark County Kennel Club Inc—

Ms. Karen J. Burgess

Greater Fredericksburg Kennel Club—

Helen Norton

Greater Miami Dog Club—Dr. Azalea A. 

Alvarez

Greater Murfreesboro Kennel Club, 

Inc.—Gloria Askins

Greater Ocala Dog Club, Inc.—Rhonda 

Shifferd

Greater Philadelphia Dog Fanciers 

Association—Mr. Jerry A. Berkowitz

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of 

America, Inc.—Joanne Schottinger

Green Mountain Dog Club, Inc.—

Elizabeth Trail

Greenwich Kennel Club—Donna Gilbert

Greyhound Club of America—Kathleen B. 

Whitaker

Harrisburg Kennel Club, Inc.—Sandra L. 

Rolenaitis

Hatboro Dog Club, Inc.—Sally L. Fineburg

Havanese Club of America—Vicki Gray

Heart of the Plains Kennel Club—Patricia 

M. Cruz

Hendersonville Kennel Club—Elizabeth 

Ann Brown

Hockamock Kennel Club, Inc.—Nancy 

Fisk
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Holyoke Kennel Club, Inc.—Jane 

Wilkinson

Hungarian Pumi Club of America —

Nancy Nelson

Huntingdon Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—

Susan Ratz

Huntington Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. 

Marile A. Waterstraat

Ibizan Hound Club of the United States—

Michelle Barlak

Icelandic Sheepdog Association of 

America—Patricia Putman

Intermountain Kennel Club, Inc.—

Michael L. Van Tassell

International Kennel Club of Chicago, 

Inc.—Mr. D S. Pfeil

Irish Red and White Setter Association of 

America—Christopher M. Orcutt

Irish Setter Club of America, Inc.—Ms. 

Karolynne M. McAteer

Irish Water Spaniel Club of America—

Dan Sayers

Irish Wolfhound Club of America—

Eugenia Hunter

Italian Greyhound Club of America, 

Inc.—Jennifer Graves

Jefferson County Kennel Club of 

Missouri—Mr. Cledith M. Wakefield

K-9 Obedience Training Club of Essex 

County, NJ, Inc.—Dave Morgan

Kalamazoo Kennel Club, Inc.—Angela 

Boeske

Kanadasaga Kennel Club—Christine Cone

Keeshond Club of America, Inc.—Richard 

Su

Kennel Club of Beverly Hills—Mr. 

Thomas S. Powers

Kennel Club of Buffalo, Inc.—Margaret 

Doster

Kennel Club of Northern New Jersey, 

Inc.—Ms. Lisa J. Giannone

Kennel Club of Philadelphia, Inc.—Alan 

E. Welch

Kennesaw Kennel Club—Dominic Koon

Kuvasz Club of America—Agi Hejja

Labrador Retriever Club, Inc.—Ms. Krista 

Beal

Lake Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 

Diana L. Skibinski

Lakes Region Kennel Club, Inc.—Deborah 

L. Kreider



secretary’s pages

APRIL 2026AKC GAZETTE 25

Lancaster Kennel Club, Inc.—Carolyn M. 

Vack

Land O’Lakes Kennel Club, Inc.—Jan 

Croft

Lawrenceville Kennel Club, Inc.—Robert 

N. LaBerge

Leonberger Club of America—Don James

Lewiston-Auburn Kennel Club, Inc.—Sue 

Goldberg

Lexington Kennel Club Inc—Ms. Mary A. 

Miller

Longshore-Southport Kennel Club, Inc.—

Michaelann Mako

Los Encinos Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. 

Desmond J. Murphy

Louisiana Kennel Club, Inc.—Patricia A. 

Sosa

Louisville Kennel Club, Inc.—Debra H. 

Owen

Manatee Kennel Club—Judy Seltrecht

Maryland Kennel Club—Gary Sarvinas

Mastiff Club of America, Inc.—Mary L. 

Speer

Mid-Continent Kennel Club of Tulsa, 

Inc.—Mr. Marc Crews

Middleburg Kennel Club—Beth Wilder

Middlesex County Kennel Club—John 

Schneiter

Miniature American Shepherd Club of the 

USA, Inc.—Cynthia Weight-Carter

Miniature Bull Terrier Club of America—

Dr. Marci Cook

Mississippi State Kennel Club—Roxanne 

Hilsman

Mississippi Valley Kennel Club—Gretchen 

Bernardi

Monticello New York Kennel Club, Inc.—

Barry A. Hoovis

Morris Hills Dog Training Club, Inc.—

Eleanor Campbell

Mount Vernon Dog Training Club 

(MVDTC)—Christopher Marston

Mountaineer Kennel Club, Inc.—Mary 

Yoders

Myrtle Beach Kennel Club—Erin M. Keen

Nashville Kennel Club—Anne Gallant

National Beagle Club—Eddie Dziuk

National Capital Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. 

Alfred J. Ferruggiaro

National Shiba Club of America—Maggi 

Strouse
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Naugatuck Valley Kennel Club—Kathy 

Kirk

New England Dog Training Club, Inc.—

Lucy Grant-Ruane

Newton Kennel Club—Cathy Murch

Newtown Kennel Club, Inc.—Susan 

Marucci

Nisqually Kennel Club—Sylvie McGee

Norfolk Terrier Club—Susan Schneider

Northeastern Maryland Kennel Club—

Ann M. Schultz

Norwegian Elkhound Association of 

America, Inc.—Mrs. Lisa Peterson

Norwich Terrier Club of America—

Marilyn Jacobs

Obedience Training Club of Hawaii, 

Inc.—Beverly H. Conroy

Old Dominion Kennel Club of Northern 

Virginia, Inc.—Susan D. Sorbo

Old English Sheepdog Club of America, 

Inc.—Wendi Freedman

Olympic Kennel Club, Inc.—Tim Ufkes

Onondaga Kennel Association, Inc.—

Glenn E. Glass

Orange Empire Dog Club, Inc.—Bradford 

Yamada

Otterhound Club of America—Joellen 

Gregory, D.V.M.

Ozarks Kennel Club, Inc.—Frank Lavoie

Pacific Coast Pekingese Club—Frank 

Meister

Parson Russell Terrier Association of 

America—Janine Rose

Pasanita Obedience Club Inc.—Mrs. Betty 

M. Winthers

Pasco Florida Kennel Club—Renee L. 

Popkey

Pekingese Club of America—Steven 

Hamblin

Penn Ridge Kennel Club, Inc.—Dennis J. 

Gallant

Penn Treaty Kennel Club, Inc.—Bettina 

M. Sterling

Pharaoh Hound Club of America—

Dominic P. Carota

Philadelphia Dog Training Club, Inc.—

Larry Wilson

Piedmont Kennel Club, Inc.—Dean 

Burwell

Plum Creek Kennel Club of Colorado—

Marlene Groves
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Poodle Club of America, Inc.—Patti Jason

Portland Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Joan 

Savage

Portuguese Podengo Pequenos of 

America—Diane Conyers

Portuguese Water Dog Club of America, 

Inc.—Janet L. Boyd

Pug Dog Club of America, Inc.—Michelle 

Anderson

Pyrenean Shepherd Club of America—

Mrs. Jean Pero

Ramapo Kennel Club—Jeffrey D. Ball

Reno Kennel Club—Jacquelyn Fogel

Rhode Island Kennel Club, Inc.—Grace 

Wilkinson

Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United 

States, Inc.—Mary L. Elliott

Richmond Dog Fanciers Club, Inc.—

Debra Ferguson-Jones

Rio Grande Kennel Club—Mary E. 

Ferguson

Rockford-Freeport Illinois Kennel Club—

Barbara L. Burns

Rockland County Kennel Club, Inc.—

Sara Gildersleeve

Rubber City Kennel Club—Cathy Gaidos

Salisbury North Carolina Kennel Club—

Cathleen Rubens

Saluki Club of America—Monica H. Stoner

Sammamish Kennel Club—Cyndi Skinner

Samoyed Club of America, Inc.—Gary 

Griffin

San Antonio Kennel Club, Inc.—Nancy J. 

Shaw

San Mateo Kennel Club, Inc.—Harvey M. 

Wooding

Santa Barbara Kennel Club, Inc.—Anita 

R. O’Berg

Santa Clara Valley Kennel Club, INC.—

Mr. David J. Peat

Santa Cruz Kennel Club, Inc.—Melissa 

Robison

Santa Maria Kennel Club, Inc.—Anita 

Forde

Saratoga New York Kennel Club—

MaryLou Cuddy

Saw Mill River Kennel Club, Inc.—Mimi 

Winkler

Sawnee Mountain Kennel Club of 

Georgia—Lynn Tyler

Schipperke Club of America, Inc.—Lee A. 

Stusnick
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Scottish Deerhound Club of America, 

Inc.—Dr. Robert S. Dove, D.V.M.

Scottish Terrier Club of America—Helen 

A. Prince

Seattle Kennel Club, Inc.—Jeff Ryman

Shenandoah Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—

Sharyn Y. Hutchens

Shoreline Dog Fanciers Association of 

Orange County—Susan L. Hamil

Siberian Husky Club of America, Inc.—

Ricki Silveria

Silky Terrier Club of America, Inc.—

Leeann Podruch, D.D.S.

Skokie Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Kevin 

Dryman

Skye Terrier Club of America—Brice 

Wonders

Skyline Kennel Club, Inc.—Gloria Shaver

Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of 

America—Sally Sotirovich

Somerset Hills Kennel Club—Lois Tubbs

South Jersey Kennel Club, Inc.—Jean 

Edwards

South Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Linda C. 

Flynn

South Windsor Kennel Club—Mrs. Laurie 

Maulucci

Southeast Arkansas Kennel Club—Ricky 

Adams

Southeastern Iowa Kennel Club—Dr. Troy 

C. Dargin

Southern Adirondack Dog Club, Inc.—

John V. Ioia

Space Coast Kennel Club of Palm Bay—

Mrs. Glenda Stephenson

Spartanburg Kennel Club, Inc.—Sheila T. 

Allen

Spinone Club of America—Karen Luckey

Springfield Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. 

Thomas M. Davies

St. Bernard Club of America, Inc.—Susan 

Weigel

Staten Island Kennel Club, Inc.—Marjorie 

Martorella

Steel City Kennel Club, Inc.—Miss Susan 

M. Napady

Suffolk County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. 

Robert Eisele

Susque-Nango Kennel Club, Inc.—Laura 

Trainor
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Sussex Hills Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 

Florence Duggan

Sussex Spaniel Club of America—John R. 

Lewis, Jr.

Taconic Hills Kennel Club, Inc.—Marylyn 

DeGregorio

Tennessee Valley Kennel Club—Mrs. 

Richella M. Veatch

Texas Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. Michael 

Knight

Tibetan Terrier Club of America, Inc.—

Stacey La Forge

Tidewater Kennel Club of Virginia, Inc.—

Donald M. Bright

Trap Falls Kennel Club, Inc.—Christopher 

L. Sweetwood

Tri-City Kennel Club, Inc.—Dawn Sealy

Trinity Valley Kennel Club—Debby Fowler

Troy Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. Donald S. 

Gillett

Tucson Kennel Club—Dr. Kenneth H. 

Levison

Twin Brooks Kennel Club, Inc.—Patricia 

C. Sarles

Two Cities Kennel Club—Eduardo T. 

Fugiwara

Union County Kennel Club, Inc.—Jennifer 

V. Modica

United States Australian Shepherd 

Association—Judy A. Harrington

United States Kerry Blue Terrier Club, 

Inc.—Mr. Carl C. Ashby, III

United States Lakeland Terrier Club—

Maria Sacco

Upper Potomac Valley Kennel Club—

Robert Lachman

Valley Forge Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 

Carol Fisher

Vancouver Kennel Club—Jolyne Lea

Vizsla Club of America, Inc.—Mrs. Kathy 

A. Rust

Wachusett Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 

Virginia T. Rowland

Wampanoag Kennel Club, Inc.—Christine 

Gonsalves

Washington State Obedience Training 

Club, Inc.—John J. Cadalso, Jr.

Waterloo Kennel Club, Inc.—Jan R. 

Gladstone

Waukesha Kennel Club, Inc.—Marthina 

L. Greer
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Weimaraner Club of America—Jennifer A. 

Martin

Welsh Springer Spaniel Club of America, 

Inc.—Richard Rohrbacher

Welsh Terrier Club of America, Inc.—

Bruce R. Schwartz

Westbury Kennel Association, Inc.—Peter 

J. Festa

Western Fox Terrier Breeders 

Association—Torie Steele

Western Reserve Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 

Ann F. Yuhasz

Westminster Kennel Club—Michael 

Faulkner

Whidbey Island Kennel Club Inc—Laura 

Myles

Windham County Kennel Club, Inc.—

Nanette Prideaux

Winston-Salem Dog Training Club, 

Inc.—Jane Fitzin

Woodstock Dog Club, Inc.—Karen Dewey

Yorkshire Terrier Club of America, Inc.—

Pamela A. Langstein
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
DELEGATES MEETING

MARCH 10, 2026

Gina M. DiNardo, President in the Chair, 
called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
ET. 

(National Anthem played.) 

Delegates were reminded to check in at the 
reception desk for attendance purposes. 
When Staff prints the yellow-colored badge, 
the Delegate is automatically marked as 
present.

The Chair introduced the persons seat-
ed on the dais: Chairman, Dr. Thomas 
M. Davies; Vice Chairman, Dr. Michael 
Knight; Joan Corbisiero, Professional Reg-
istered Parliamentarian; Sheila H. Goffe, 
Executive Secretary; Shari Cathey, the 
Court Reporter. 

The Chair announced that this meeting 
was the annual election of the Directors.

The Executive Secretary read the report 
of the Nominating Committee.

Ms. Goffe: Pursuant to Article VIII,  
Section 2, of the Charter and Bylaws  
of The American Kennel Club, the 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
•	 Gail LaBerge, Chair – Atlanta  

Obedience Club
•	 Gretchen Bernardi – Mississippi Valley 

Kennel Club 
•	 Ellen Hardin – Golden Retriever Club 

of America
•	 Barbara Shaw – Greater Collin Kennel 

Club
•	 Matthew Townsend – Carolina Working 

Group Association 

Alternates:
•	 Robert (Bob) Rynkiewicz – Eastern 

German Shorthaired Pointer Club
•	 Monica Stoner – Saluki Club of  

America 

appointed by the Board of Directors at 
its July 2025 meeting have nominated the 
following Delegates as candidates for such 
vacancies on the Board of Directors as to 
be filled at the next Annual Meeting of 
the Club on March 10, 2026. There are 3 
vacancies for the Class of 2030.

Nominees for the Class of 2030
•	 Dominic Palleschi Carota – Pharaoh 

Hound Club of America
•	 Jason Hoke – Chain O’Lakes Kennel 

Club
•	 Thomas S. Powers – Kennel Club of 

Beverly Hills

Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 4, of the 
Charter and Bylaws of The American 
Kennel Club, the following Delegates have 
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been endorsed in writing by the required 
number of Delegates as a candidate for the 
vacancies on the Board of Directors for 
the Class of 2030, to be filled at the next 
Annual Meeting of the Club on March 10, 
2026:

•	 Carl C. Ashby III – United States  
Kerry Blue Terrier Club, Inc.

•	 Karen J. Burgess – Greater Clark 
County Kennel Club, Inc.

•	 Patricia M. Cruz – Heart of the Plains 
Kennel Club

•	 Sue Goldberg – Lewiston-Auburn 
Kennel Club, Inc.

•	 Laurie Maulucci – South Windsor 
Kennel Club

•	 Lisa Peterson – Norwegian Elkhound 
Association of America, Inc.

Ms. DiNardo reported that the Bylaws 
state that nominations may not be made 
from the floor. Nominations, therefore, 
closed on November 15, 2025. Delegates 
were reminded that elections, in accor-
dance with Robert’s Rules of Order,  
require a majority vote to elect. 

The election procedure is overseen by the 
accounting firm of KPMG. The ballots are 
scanned and tabulated electronically. All 
candidates were offered the opportunity to 
observe the election procedures.

(Recess for voting.)

(Session resumed.)

The Executive Secretary to read the 
names of Delegates seated since the last 
meeting:

Debarah Billings, Blountville, TN, to 
represent Biewer Terrier Club of America 

Mark Brandsema, Media, PA, to repre-
sent Delaware County Kennel Club 

Kate DeSanto, China Spring, TX, to 
represent American Wirehaired Pointing 
Griffon Association

Crystal Messersmith, Columbia, SC, to 
represent Columbia Kennel Club

Mary Miller, Lexington, KY, to represent 
Lexington Kennel Club 

Isabel Ososki, Troy, IL, to represent Col-
lie Club of America

Ricki V. Silveria, Mount Pleasant, SC, to 
represent Siberian Husky Club of America 

Alan E. Welch, Esq., Whitehouse Sta-
tion, NJ, to represent Kennel Club of 
Philadelphia

The following Delegates, who were attend-
ing their first meeting since being officially 
seated, were introduced from the floor:

Mark Brandsema, to represent Dela-
ware County Kennel Club

Donald Bright, to represent Tidewater 
Kennel Club of Virginia

Erin Keen, to represent Myrtle Beach 
Kennel Club



secretary’s pages

APRIL 2026AKC GAZETTE 33

Crystal Messersmith, to represent  
Columbia Kennel Club

Mary Miller, to represent Lexington 
Kennel Club

Isabel Ososki, to represent Collie Club 
of America

Ricki V. Silveria, to represent Siberian 
Husky Club of America

Alan Welch, Esq., to represent Kennel 
Club of Philadelphia

The minutes of the December 12, 2025 
Delegate Meeting were published in the 
online January 2026 issue of the AKC Ga-
zette. The complete transcript was posted 
on the Delegate Portal on AKC’s website. 
There were no corrections, and the min-
utes were adopted as published.

The Oak Ridge Kennel Club was duly 
elected as a member of The American 
Kennel Club.

Dr. Thomas Davies delivered the Chair-
man’s Report as follows: 

Good morning. When we speak about the 
strength of the American Kennel Club, 
we rightly reflect on our history, our tradi-
tions, our standards, and our unwavering 
commitment to purebred dogs. But our 
strength is not defined by our legacy alone. 
It’s demonstrated in how we lead. How we 
show up for our sport, how we serve the 
public, and how we position our organiza-

tion for the future. 

Peter Drucker once said, “The best way 
to predict the future is to create it.” That 
principle has been clearly reflected in the 
work accomplished in recent months.

Two of our flagship events – the 25th An-
nual AKC National Championship pre-
sented by Royal Canin and the AKC Meet 
the Breeds® in New York City, exemplify 
that forward-looking leadership. Each not 
only celebrated excellence, but reinforced 
the vitality, the relevance, and the enduring 
promise of the American Kennel Club.

The AKC National Championship once 
again demonstrated why it remains the 
gold standard in our sport. Held on  
December 13-14, 2025, at the Orange 
County Convention Center in Orlando, 
the event welcomed a grand total of 5,557 
dogs competing for the title of America’s 
National Champion, a remarkable show-
case of depth, quality, and competition. 

In addition, 1,602 entries competed for 
Puppy and Junior of the Year in the AKC/
Royal Canin National All-Breed Puppy  
and Junior Stakes, while 1,040 dogs vied 
for Best Bred-by-Exhibitor in Show. Com-
bined with the other weekend events, 
overall show entry totals exceeded 9,162 
entries, reaffirming the AKC National 
Championship’s standing as the largest 
dog show in North America.
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That excellence was mirrored on the na-
tional stage. The 2025 AKC National 
Championship broadcast that aired on 
ABC television and ESPN2 on December 
28, 2025, delivered a historic performance. 
In a highly competitive Sunday broadcast 
window, it averaged more than 1.35 mil-
lion total viewers, making it the most suc-
cessful airing since the franchise moved to 
ABC and ESPN2 six years ago. 

Outside of the NFL, it was the highest-rat-
ed program in its time slot, ranking as the 
number one non-NFL sports special of 
the day between noon and 6 p.m. Out of 
more than 900 programs airing during 
that window, the AKC National Champi-
onship ranked 11th overall, maintaining a 
remarkably steady audience from start to 
finish. That level of performance speaks 
volumes about the strength of our sport 
and our brand.

AKC Meet the Breeds® held at the Javits 
Center on February 7-8, 2026, continues 
to be one of our most powerful opportuni-
ties for contact with the public. With more 
than 145 breeds represented and 38,000 
dog lovers welcomed, the event brought 
our mission to life, educating the public 
and promoting responsible dog ownership, 
while reinforcing the importance of breed 
preservation through direct engagement 
with knowledgeable breeders, clubs, and 
enthusiasts. 

A sincere thank you to all the clubs, the 
volunteers, and AKC staff whose dedica-
tion and hard work made Meet the Breeds 
such a success again. Their commitment 
is central to advancing the AKC mission 
and ensuring it resonates well beyond our 
community. 

From world-class competition to meaning-
ful public education, these events show-
case not only the great dogs but the pas-
sion, the expertise, and the teamwork that 
the AKC puts behind everything we do. 

On behalf of the Board, I want to thank 
our Delegates, clubs, exhibitors, volun-
teers, broadcast partners, and AKC staff, 
and all of you. These successes belong to 
all of us and reflect an organization that 
continues to be visible, relevant, and mov-
ing forward with confidence. Thank you. 
See you in June. 

Ms. DiNardo delivered the President’s 
Report as follows:

I’d like to share with you something I’m 
genuinely excited about this morning. I’ve 
established an AKC Breeder Focus Com-
mittee formed with the intention and deep 
respect for the people who sustain this 
organization, our breeders. I believe we 
must listen more closely, think more strate-
gically, and act more decisively in how we 
support breeders. Special thanks to AKC 
staff members Vanessa Skou and Susan 
Myers for their work with this committee. 
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The committee serves as a consultative 
body focused on issues related to breeding, 
litter, and puppy registration. It will identi-
fy concerns, examine trends, and develop 
thoughtful recommendations to strength-
en the value, accessibility, and integrity of 
AKC registration. 

Just as importantly, it is charged with help-
ing us build stronger, more meaningful re-
lationships with breeders. Our discussions 
have reinforced a simple truth. Without 
breeders, there is no AKC. No registra-
tions, no events, no future generations of 
purpose-bred dogs. Breeders are not ad-
jacent to our mission. They are central to 
it, and we need breeders to help drive the 
registry. Yet too many breeders do not feel 
valued. If we are serious about protecting 
and advancing purebred dogs, we must 
first protect and advance the responsible 
people who produce them. That begins 
with tangible support. In the years ahead, 
AKC will focus on practical tools and 
resources that recognize breeding as the 
serious, deliberate, and responsible work 
that it is. We will elevate the public conver-
sation around ethical breeding confidently 
and unapologetically. Health-tested, pur-
pose-bred dogs preserved to a standard 
represent a public good, and we must say 
so clearly and proudly. We’re also explor-
ing a structured breeder mentorship initia-
tive, particularly for newcomers who often 
feel isolated 

or unsure of next steps. When a dog is 
placed on full registration, that moment 
should trigger connection, guidance, ed-
ucation, and support. Foundational edu-
cation will also be visible, accessible, and 
positioned as essential, not optional. Our 
community must be more inclusive. Eth-
ical breeders should find guidance and 
partnership, not barriers. The takeaway 
from this work is straightforward. Without 
breeders, nothing exists. 

So, what must we do? We must be welcom-
ing. We must reduce unnecessary barri-
ers. We must provide clear education and 
meaningful support, and we must publicly 
champion ethical breeding. We must in-
tentionally cultivate the next generation of 
responsible breeders. 

Our Delegate experts play a vital role in 
this effort. Your leadership means reaching 
out, mentoring, replacing exclusivity with 
encouragement. Breeding excellence is 
sustained through relationships, knowledge 
transfer, and shared responsibility. If we 
want strong breeds, strong clubs, strong 
events, we must invest in the people who 
make them possible, our breeders. When 
AKC thrives, breeders thrive, and vice 
versa. 

(Standing ovation.)

Thank you. We’re all in this together, my 
friends. 
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Ted Phillips, CFO, delivered the Financial 
Report as follows:

Good morning. That standing ovation for 
Gina is how I start my day because I like 
working here! We all need to talk about one 
thing before we get into this presentation, 
and that’s taxes. Nobody likes them. We all 
have to do them. For any of you who have 
a tax-exempt entity, please remember to 
file your 990s. I cannot give you tax ad-
vice, but I can encourage you to make sure 
to file. For calendar-year-organizations 
like AKC, ending December 31st, you 
have until May 15, 2026, unless you go 
on extension, if you need an accountant, 
there’s a lot of CPAs like me out there that 
will help you. Ask them for free services, 
because we CPA’s must do this to provide 
support for our exempt organizations. 

This report that we’re going to go through 
has two sections to it. The first one is what 
I would call a management discussion and 
analysis. A little different than the past, 
but it leads us to the 12 slides that I will 
take you through. It allows us to have a 
conversation about what’s going on in the 
organization. It’s a summary of the pre-
liminary and unaudited financial results of 
operations for the year ended December 
31, 2025. 

Let’s start out with understanding total 
revenues of $94.2 million as compared to 
2024, which were $97.1 million. This is a 

3 percent decrease versus 2024. Also, we 
are going to do a three-year look here, that 
it’s a 6.8 percent decrease versus 2023, 
when revenues were $101 million. Our 
primary line of business, as you all know, 
is registrations. The registration revenue 
over those three years has decreased by 
$10 million due to lower activity. Since 
2023, the number of dog registrations has 
decreased by 28 percent, from 608,000 
to 441,000 in 2025. Again, this is a key 
driver that determines our operations. A 
corollary and most important metric is 
the number of litter registrations, and they 
have decreased by 27 percent since 2023 
to 216,000. As a result of lower revenues 
and stable expenses over the past three 
years, we ended 2025 with a net loss of 
$3.2 million. Total expenses are $97.4 
million, which is 2 percent higher than 
2024, and 1 percent higher than 2023. 
This completes three years of consistent 
expense levels despite an inflationary envi-
ronment, which, in terms of percentages, is 
much greater than these expense increases. 
Overall, we’ve managed to be operating 
expense neutral despite price inflation 
ranging from 6 to 8 percent and higher in 
the case of IT expenses. Also understand 
that management has had to work through 
health benefit increases as high as 17 per-
cent, even after taking our health plans to 
market and offering additional options. To 
understand this, we must remember that 
the AKC staff population is 20 percent 
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older than comparable organizations, and 
the increase for health costs are shared 
by the organization and staff. The combi-
nation of staff costs and professional fees 
totals 70 percent of our annual operating 
expense budget. 

Now, looking back to the beginning of 
2025, our approved budget was $5.5 mil-
lion higher than where we ended the year. 
After the first quarter, we did a forecast, 
looking ahead, and our direction projected 
a $9 million loss for the year. Following 
that analysis, we reduced planned expens-
es by $5.5 million and re-evaluated how 
we operate the organization. This effort to 
reduce expenses was spearheaded by Gina 
and staff leadership, who set a mandate to 
provide services in a more efficient, less 
costly manner. This effort continues be-
yond 2025, and a full picture of the future 
cost structure will take shape in 2026, and 
will require several years to implement, 
but we will keep you updated. Please note 
that the budget plan recently approved 
for 2026 has total expenses comparable to 
2025, despite a rising cost environment.

Let’s go through some of the major pro-
grams of AKC in terms of revenue. Reg-
istration and events in 2025, totaled $59.6 
million versus the prior year of $62.3 
million, and as perspective, $69.3 million 
in 2023. The other two primary revenue 
sources, or major programs, as we call 
them in the exempt organization world, 

are advertising, sponsorships, royalties, 
and product and service sales. Advertis-
ing has decreased, while sponsorships and 
royalties have held solid, but the overall 
decrease is about $1.2 million due to lower 
advertising revenues, which we’ll explain 
shortly. Product and service sales have 
increased by 7 percent or $753,000, prin-
cipally due to DNA health testing sales. 

Looking at a deeper dive on dog registra-
tion and litter registration, you can see the 
decrease of $2.7 million or 12 percent to 
$19.9 million in 2025, on 441,126 regis-
trations, versus $22.5 million on 522,160 
registrations in 2024. Again, as compared 
to 2023, we had 608,990 dog registrations 
on revenues of $25.8 million. In 2025, 
litter registration revenue increased by 
$1.4 million to $11.4 million, as we re-
vised methods of discounting, we adjusted 
certain prices despite a decrease in unit 
volume. Over these two years, litter reg-
istration revenues have increased due to 
strategy changes, not simply price changes. 
Here’s your numbers. As we can see, when 
we look at the fuchsia box, those are your 
dog registration numbers at 441,000 in 
2025, and 522,000 the prior year. Litters 
in the blue box, 214,000 versus 246,000. 
Related to registration, we have other sales 
and revenues for pedigrees and those good 
things like registration certificates, AKC 
Canine PartnersTM for our mixed breeds, 
AKC Puppy Folders, and certificate trans-
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fers. Pedigrees, like other areas of our busi-
ness, follow registration, so you can see 
that decrease by $1 million or 18 percent 
in 2025 to $4.5 million. 

Now let’s look at events in terms of base 
metrics. We have a 1 percent decrease in 
2025, which is solid when you think about 
where we were in 2024 and 2023, so it’s 
essentially flat. Our number of events has 
increased to 29,650, which is 1 percent 
higher, but an important comparison 
to 2023, that number 29,650, is 11 per-
cent higher than 2023, so the outreach is 
strong. Here’s our major sports revenues, 
Conformation, Companion, Performance, 
and Family Dog. We can see the revenue 
for 2025, for Conformation was $5.9 mil-
lion, or 3 percent lower than 2024, and flat 
versus 2023. Companion events revenue 
in 2025, totaled $6.5 million is 14 percent 
higher than 2023 and flat versus 2024. 
Performance events revenue in 2025 was 
$4 million, or 8 percent higher than 2024, 
and again, 14 percent higher than 2023. 
Rounding out this area is the Family Dog 
program with $3.9 million of revenue, 
which is consistent with 2024. 

Sponsorship, advertising, and royalties, 
specifically advertising revenue, in the 
center boxes, you see the $1.8 million 
decrease. Again, this tracks to registration. 
It’s an important number to watch and 
understand that due to data privacy rules, 
changes in search engine optimization, 

the way searches are done, our advertising 
revenue have all been challenged. It’s a key 
revenue line that we are evaluating and 
examining as we go forward. Sponsorship 
is the one that I wanted to really speak to 
because it’s 11 percent of our revenue. 
This whole area is 18 percent of our total 
revenue, but sponsorship is 11 percent 
or $10.8 million. It now sustains AKC’s 
operation. It follows a vision that broadens 
awareness of the brand. Ron Furman and 
his team are doing an excellent job. This 
includes the Geico truck at ANC which 
was a $1 million sponsorship. We appreci-
ate support from our sponsors, certainly, 
from you, and obviously our breeders, as 
we try and broaden the awareness and 
knowledge of our brand. Here’s the plug 
– look for us on the ESPN and ABC net-
works because content capture obviously 
drives our public presence. 

Reviewing expenses, the total, as we men-
tioned earlier, was $97.4 million, which is 
2 percent higher than prior years. We are 
consistent with most service-based orga-
nizations because staff and professional 
fees are the principal expenses of our 
organization. Staff expenses here present-
ed include travel for staff increased by 6 
percent, which is the same increase as it 
was in 2024, over 2023. This is driven 
principally by market competition, health 
benefit costs, and a process we put in place 
where we evaluate travel costs on a quar-
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terly basis, and we ask the hard questions: 
Do you need to go?  And if you need to 
go, how effective are you? Fulfillment 
costs include delivering public events like 
ANC and AKC Meet the Breeds®, as well 
as product fulfillment, and that decreased 
slightly in 2025 by 3 percent. Rounding 
out the expenses, we have insurance, rent, 
and depreciation. That includes $5.8 mil-
lion of depreciation and amortization due 
to many years of building an internally 
developed software infrastructure. We will 
see that reliance because we use three-year 
depreciation on those projects for the next 
couple of years, and until we’re able to 
sunset a majority of that, that number will 
stay with us. Insurance for property and 
liability, which is extremely well managed, 
has held steady at $1.2 million, represent-
ing 1.2 percent of expenses, despite add-
ing events. Our lease and rental expense 
for the entire organization is 3.9 percent of 
our total expenses, or $3.9 million. AKC 
continues to support our charitable affili-
ates, the Museum of the Dog, the Canine 
Health Foundation, by contributing $5.1 
million of cash and in-kind support. Final-
ly, in expenses, as required by our gover-
nance documents, AKC Bylaws, Article 
VII, Section 11, I’m reporting that the 
2025 expense for the Board of Directors 
totaled $491,445. 

The balance sheet presents our statement 
of financial position for the year. Assets 

total $258 million, which includes mar-
ket-based investments of $194 million and 
property and equipment of $50 million. 
Please remember that the market-based in-
vestment strategy is focused on long-term 
growth. It follows approved investment 
policy statements, which are reviewed with 
the investment consultant monthly, and 
the dollars are there to support retirement 
plan obligations and maintenance and 
development of our IT systems. As of De-
cember 31, 2025, investment performance 
was positive at 12 percent for the year. The 
liability section is primarily comprised of 
retirement plan and lease obligations and 
totals $71 million. As per our financial 
statement footnotes, net assets were re-
stricted by the Board of Directors in 2009, 
for the protection of retirement plans and 
obligations to affiliates. 

Thank you for your time today. As always, 
I’m available at your convenience for 
questions. The slides will be posted as soon 
as I get them to my very able colleague, 
Amy Hamernick, who puts them up very 
quickly for all of you, and I welcome your 
questions. 

The Chair called on Ernest Obubah, from 
KPMG, for the Teller’s Report.

Mr. Obubah: Good morning. I’m Ernest 
Obubah, KPMG, with the Teller’s Report. 

Total number of ballots cast, 329. Invalid 
ballots, 2. Majority vote needed for elec-
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tion, 165. Results: Carl Ashby, 93; Karen 
Burgess, 57; Dominic Carota, 167; Patricia 
Cruz, 45; Sue Goldberg, 112; Jason Hoke, 
181; Laurie Maulucci, 47; Lisa Peterson, 
54; Thomas Powers, 113. 

The Chair declared that Dominic Palleschi 
Carota and Jason Hoke were duly elected 
as members of the Class of 2030. 

The Chair announced that there would be 
a second ballot to fill one vacancy for the 
Class of 2030. 

(Recess for voting.)

(Session resumed.)

The Chair called on the Executive Secre-
tary to read the proposed amendment to 
Chapter 3, Section 12 of the Rules Apply-
ing to Dog Shows. 

Ms. Goffe: This amendment is to Chapter 
3, Section 12 of the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows, which codifies the clarification to 
the rule adopted by the Board at its May 
2025 meeting, that a competitive non-reg-
ular class may not be offered by an event 
committee for which castration or spaying 
is a condition of the class. 

This amendment was proposed by the 
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee and 
brought forward with the approval of the 
AKC Board of Directors. 

It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette and you will be asked to 

vote on it at the June 2026 meeting. The 
full text is on the worksheet previously 
emailed. 

There were no questions or discussion.

The Chair called on Sheila Goffe, Execu-
tive Secretary and VP, Government Rela-
tions, and Stacey West, Manager, Patriotic 
Puppy Program, for an update on the 
Detection Dog Task Force and the Patriot-
ic Puppy Program. 

Ms. Goffe spoke as follows:  
Good morning again. As many of you 
know, the story of the Detection Dog Task 
Force goes back to September 11, 2001, 
when the world awakened to the threat of 
global terrorism. Since then, many cities 
have experienced terrorist attacks and 
international conflicts have expanded in 
the Middle East, Europe, and Latin Amer-
ica. As the threats have grown, so has the 
demand for the single most effective way 
to detect explosives and prevent attacks, 
the specially trained detection dog. But 
there’s a problem – America and the world 
have shortages of high-quality detection 
dogs. Traditionally, the U.S. Government 
has procured more than 80 percent of our 
detection dogs from overseas. Having to 
compete for dogs on the open market has 
meant that the U.S. lacks a stable source of 
detection dogs. We’re not able to acquire 
the best quality dogs, and of those we get, 
many wash out in training. At the same 
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time, previous U.S. breeding programs 
have failed due to lack of transparency, 
lack of incentive for breeders, and intimi-
dating contracting processes. 

Several years ago, the TSA reached out 
to our own Dr. Battaglia and asked for 
AKC’s help in addressing the problem. It 
makes sense: AKC is a preeminent expert 
on dogs and breeders. We have some 5,000 
clubs with top dog breeders, and we have a 
history of providing assistance to govern-
ment and law enforcement programs dat-
ing back to World War I. Although many 
breeds can be trained for detection work, 
the preferred breeds are sporting dogs and 
especially Labrador Retrievers, one of the 
most popular breeds in our registry. 

The Board created the AKC Detection 
Dog Task Force to address the problem. 
Current members are Dr. Carmen Batt-
aglia, Chris Sweetwood and Ann Wallin. 
Staff are Doug Ljungren, Stacey West, 
Melissa Farrell and me. We created a mul-
tifaceted program that focuses on three 
areas. In the area of public policy and 
advocacy, we’ve worked to streamline 
government procurement practices and 
change federal laws and appropriations 
to better support detection dogs and their 
development. We’re raising awareness of 
this issue through media, congressional 
testimony, the biennial AKC National De-
tection Dog Conference – which inciden-
tally is in Raleigh this August, and you’re 

all invited to attend – and also crucial 
breeder outreach and education, including 
quarterly webinars and hands-on seminars 
throughout the country, as well as newslet-
ters, best practices, and online educational 
courses with AKC Canine College and 
our Patriotic Puppy Program. Our success 
in these areas is enabling AKC and our 
participants to play an important role in 
protecting public safety and national secu-
rity. It’s raising the profile of working dogs 
and purebred dog breeders and is creating 
relationships that help protect our breed-
ers and our sports from animal rights and 
other extreme legislation. 

Today, we’re pleased to update you on the 
jewel of this program, the AKC Patriotic 
Puppy Program, which provides one-
on-one assistance to help AKC breeders 
breed, raise, train, and place dogs for fu-
ture careers as detection dogs. 

I’m pleased to introduce Stacey West, our 
Patriotic Puppy Program Manager, and 
also Retriever Executive Field Rep to share 
the fun, hands-on side of the program, 
how it fits in with traditional Performance 
events, and some exciting updates. 

(Video Plays.) 

Mr. West spoke as follows:  
I am in a very unique position at AKC as a 
former professional retriever trainer, now 
Executive Field Rep for retriever events, 
where I get to go watch some of the top 
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performance retrievers in the country, 
in the world to be honest, and explore 
how to pull those same genetics with our 
breeders and produce the dogs that our 
law enforcement are looking for to keep 
the country safe. What is Patriotic Puppy? 
Our goal was to decrease dependency on 
our foreign suppliers, and to do that we 
built a network of breeders and trainers 
and industry leaders with one goal, and 
that is to produce puppies that can go on 
to become selected for law enforcement 
programs. We have a dedicated program 
manager, but from day one I told Sheila 
that the only way we would be successful 
is if this program had to be bigger than 
me. We developed a group of mentors who 
are industry leaders, the people I lean on 
around the country, who want breeders in 
the program to be successful. We have an 
active social media group that’s a closed 
group, which promotes peer-to-peer inter-
action between our breeders and trainers, 
where there is an opportunity to say, “ I 
think I’ve got a dog ready, I’m just not real 
sure where I go next,” and that’s where 
those industry leaders act as mentors. 

Why Sporting breeds? We saw a transition 
away from the intimidation factor of a Bel-
gian Malinois or a German Shepherd, to 
where we wanted people to act normal at 
these large events. For large venue security, 
I don’t need people avoiding the security 
dog who’s sweeping the group of people, 

I need them to act normal and only the 
bad guy to be the one who starts trying to 
avoid our security. The Labrador or the 
German Shorthaired Pointer became two 
breeds in particular that TSA was focused 
on. But we’re AKC, so we don’t discrim-
inate against breed. We always have the 
hard conversation when someone thinks 
their breed can do it. 

I just have to convince the law enforce-
ment handler to be willing to take on a 
new breed that they’re not traditionally 
comfortable with. Program requirements 
to get involved – we expect the puppy to 
come out of an AKC registered litter and 
for that puppy to be AKC registered. 

We send them a DNA kit at the beginning 
so we can bank the DNA. We want the 
DNA of dogs that fail just as much as we 
want the ones who are successful and go 
on to be placed. We ask that our partici-
pants record and submit training records 
in specifically designated training areas 
– you’d be surprised how difficult it is to 
get folks to submit their training records. 
Finally, once a month we get together and 
we have a conversation. It’s a chance to 
bring up program issues, find out who’s 
looking for dogs within the industry, and if 
you’ve got a training problem, this is where 
to get that peer-to-peer interaction and 
when I can give my input as the subject 
matter expert. 
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What started out as a pilot program has 
grown into a nationwide program. I think 
we’re now in 46 states. This is all subject 
to the email that comes in once a week of 
new people that are getting in. The pro-
gram continues to grow. Graduates by 
breed, obviously we started with Labra-
dors, and we get a big push for our law 
enforcement folks. We’re heavy on the 
Labradors, but as you can see, when that 
first Chesapeake got selected, it looked like 
a unicorn had gone into the kennel. Ev-
erybody came to see the dog, because it’s 
not a traditional breed. We’ve continued to 
add new breeds almost yearly. One of the 
most common questions is whether males 
or females are selected more. There’s 
really no preference. I have a couple of 
breeders who like training the males bet-
ter, and so their kennel gets a little skewed 
toward males. If you know anything about 
the Field Trial Labrador lines, it doesn’t 
surprise you that we get more black Lab-
radors being selected than we do other 
colors. 

TSA is the one who got us into this, but 
one of the biggest things that I brought 
in when I came on board in 2020, was 
to open this up to local and state law en-
forcement. I had a trainer from the state of 
Maine ask, “Why don’t I get first choice? 
Why do you have to go to TSA first be-
fore I can look at your dogs?” Once we 
expanded to not only TSA but all federal 

agencies as well as local and state law en-
forcement, the program took off. You can 
see where the numbers are headed, 222. I 
always laugh that every time I put a total 
number up here, it’s wrong. Yesterday on 
the flight over here, I got an update, four 
more dogs have been placed and two are 
headed to the Pentagon. Some weeks we 
have new dogs placed almost daily.

I mentioned the mentor program. These 
are folks that contribute not only to in-
teraction with our participants, but they 
support everything we do. They present 
at our conference; they participate in our 
webinars. When I have an issue, they’re my 
go-to. They’re my sounding board on the 
technical side of things. 

Lessons learned, breeders aren’t always 
trainers. One of the things we talk about 
with our hands-on events are adding tools 
to your toolbox. You don’t have to be a 
great dog trainer to get involved with  
Patriotic Puppy. You just have to be willing 
to learn and add a new tool to your tool-
box. Note-taking is a hard habit to start. 
Once I started getting our participants to 
advocate for how they’re using their notes 
in training the next group of dogs, I knew 
we were turning the corner. Because they 
can now say, “I was horrible at it, but once 
I started using it, it was easier to decide 
when I needed to stop, wash out a dog and 
find him a new job.” Mentorship is a ne-
cessity. I can’t do this by myself. We have 



secretary’s pages

APRIL 2026AKC GAZETTE 44

people all over the country, and bringing 
those mentors in was critical. Finally, right 
dog, right job. The hardest thing some 
of our participants had to learn was no 
means not today. It means this agency 
didn’t want your dog, but two weeks later, 
that dog could have a job. Those lessons 
were difficult at times to be involved with. 
Thank you. If you’ve got any questions, I’ll 
be happy to answer. 

The Chair recognized Joan Savage, Dele-
gate from the Portland Kennel Club, who 
spoke as follows:
How old do you take these puppies? How 
long do the breeders have to hold on to 
them? 

Mr. West: Every situation is different. We 
have had some breeders that have started 
the training process and found that career 
for the dog as early as five months of age. 
We have a dog at Cornell University that 
they wanted the dog to grow up on cam-
pus, so they specifically said five to sev-
en months, German Shorthaired Pointer 
female. There were three in the program 
at the time, so they selected the one that fit 
their needs. Traditionally, the federal con-
tracts, they won’t look at a dog until they’re 
one year of age. The 10–12-month age is 
where most of our dogs get evaluated. 

The Chair recognized Nancy Shaw, Del-
egate from the San Antonio Kennel Club, 
who spoke as follows:

Is the DNA testing to make sure it’s pure-
bred, or are there things that you’ve no-
ticed in DNA that make better dogs? 

Mr. West: It’s to bank that DNA so that 
once we have enough power to start look-
ing at markers that predict that dog’s suc-
cess or failure for that matter. Right now, 
that DNA is being collected purely as an 
opportunity to collect data for the future, 
to improve our breeding. 

The Chair called on Ashley Jacot, Vice 
President of Education, to talk about up-
coming projects from AKC Education. 

Ms. Jacot spoke as follows: 
Thank you. Today I’m going to share two 
upcoming projects from AKC Education. 
The first program is AKC Family Pack 
Fundamentals. This program focuses on 
helping families navigate one of the most 
important transitions in dog ownership, 
life with children. For many households, 
bringing home a baby, having grandchil-
dren visit, raising young children alongside 
the dog can be incredibly rewarding. But it 
can also introduce new risks if families ar-
en’t properly prepared. Our goal with this 
program is simple but powerful. We want 
to help families create safer homes, stron-
ger bonds, and positive lifelong relation-
ships between dogs and children. Through 
education and practical tools, we can give 
families the knowledge they need to pre-
vent problems before they happen. To 
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understand why this initiative matters, it’s 
important to look at the data. Each year in 
the United States, there are approximately 
4.5 million dog bites. Of those incidents, 
about 800,000 require medical treatment. 
Even more concerning is about half of 
dog-bite victims are children. Children 
between five and nine years old have the 
highest injury rates, and younger children 
under five are most likely to suffer bites to 
the face, head, and neck because they’re 
physically closer to a dog’s level. Young 
children are curious, energetic, and impul-
sive. They move quickly, make unpredict-
able noises, and often don’t understand 
boundaries. When those behaviors meet a 
dog that may be stressed or confused, the 
risk increases significantly. This highlights 
a critical need for education and preven-
tion. One of the most important points to 
understand is that most dog bites involving 
children actually happen at home. They 
typically involve a familiar dog, not a stray 
or an unknown animal. That means this 
isn’t primarily a problem of dangerous 
dogs or dangerous breeds. Instead, it’s 
about family dynamics, supervision, and 
communication. Dogs thrive on routine 
and predictability, but family life changes 
frequently. A new baby arrives. A toddler 
begins crawling. Grandchildren visit more 
often. Suddenly, the dog’s environment 
becomes louder, busier, and far less pre-
dictable. Most incidents happen because 
signals were missed or structure wasn’t 

clear, and that’s exactly where education 
can make the big difference. 

Family Pack Fundamentals was designed 
to fill that education gap. It’s a multi-
course digital learning series hosted within 
AKC Canine College. The program teach-
es families how to read dog body language, 
structure their home environment, and 
practice proactive supervision. 

We guide families through the different 
phases of raising children with dogs, from 
pregnancy through preschool years. Im-
portantly, the program is not fear-based. 
Instead, it focuses on prevention and 
preparation. Our goal is to give families 
practical, repeatable tools that reduce risk 
and help create a calm, structured environ-
ment where both dogs and children can 
thrive. The program begins with a three 
foundational course that applies to every 
dog-owning household. The first course 
is Understanding Your Dog. This teaches 
families how to recognize body language, 
stress signals, and early warning signs. The 
second course is Setting Your Dog Up for 
Success. Here, we help families evaluate 
their home layout and establish things like 
relaxation zones and clear boundaries. 
The third course is Guiding Everyday 
Interactions. This focuses on supervision 
levels and how to respond to situations in 
real time. Those foundational skills apply 
to every breed, every size dog, and every 
type of household. They form the base 
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knowledge families need before addressing 
specific life stages. After the foundational 
course, the program expands to meet fam-
ilies where they are in their journey. We’re 
developing stage-specific courses for sev-
eral life stages. Expectant parents, families 
with a newborn, families with crawling 
babies and toddlers, families with pre-
school-aged children. Each stage presents 
unique challenges. For example, preparing 
a dog for a newborn is very different than 
managing a household with an active tod-
dler. Rather than offering generic advice, 
these courses provide targeted strategies 
tailored to each developmental stage. This 
makes the program much more practical 
and relevant for real families. What really 
sets this program apart is that it’s designed 
to be interactive and actionable. Families 
won’t just watch videos or read informa-
tion. They’ll actively engage with the ma-
terial through tools like interactive plan-
ning snapshots, downloadable playbooks, 
and real-world scenarios. We also include 
demonstration videos that show essen-
tial training cues such as leave it, drop it, 
place, and out. These tools help families 
turn knowledge into practical action plans 
for their homes. 

This approach moves AKC Education 
from simple awareness to real-world  
application. Family Pack Fundamentals 
was designed around real family scenari-
os. For example, dog owners expecting a 

baby, grandparents who frequently host 
grandchildren, families managing multiple 
dogs and multiple children, urban house-
holds teaching children safe interactions 
in public spaces. We also consider blended 
families, newly adopted dogs, and house-
holds where children host frequent play 
dates. By addressing these real-life situa-
tions, AKC Canine College can reach fam-
ilies earlier in their dog ownership journey 
and support them with credible, trusted 
education. 

Beyond the educational benefits, this 
initiative also supports AKC strategically. 
First, it positions AKC as the trusted au-
thority in dog child safety. Second, it ex-
pands AKC’s digital education ecosystem 
through scalable online learning. Third, it 
allows us to build relationships with young 
families earlier, creating opportunities 
for long-term engagement. It also helps 
counter misinformation that often spreads 
through social media or unverified training 
sources. Ultimately, this program strength-
ens AKC’s leadership role in responsi-
ble dog ownership while protecting both 
children and dogs. This video provides a 
preview of the Family Pack Fundamental 
program and highlights the practical tools 
that families will receive. 

(Video Plays.) 

Now I’d like to shift gears slightly and talk 
about another exciting project from the 
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AKC Public Education team. This project 
focuses on developing a children’s book 
that celebrates the human-canine bond 
while introducing families to AKC. Like 
Family Pack Fundamentals, this initiative 
supports our broader goal of education 
and engagement with families. The idea for 
this book came from a simple observation. 
When we search for children’s books that 
promote literacy while highlighting the 
relationship between people and dogs, we 
found the options were surprisingly lim-
ited. Many dog-themed books are purely 
fictional or focus on only a few well-known 
breeds. Very few books introduce children 
to the diversity of dog breeds or to the 
activities and sports that dogs participate 
in. We saw an opportunity to create a book 
that could both educate and inspire young 
readers. 

Once the idea was established, our team 
began learning more about the process of 
writing and publishing a children’s book. 
We enrolled in courses to understand the 
steps involved, including outlining, draft-
ing, editing, and publishing. The manu-
script went through multiple revisions. 
Feedback came from educators, families 
with children, AKC subject matter ex-
perts, and team members within public 
education. One of the biggest challenges 
at this stage was finding an illustrator with 
experience drawing dogs accurately. Once 
we selected an illustrator, the collaboration 

process began with developing the book’s 
characters. This stage helped us align on 
artistic style while ensuring the illustra-
tions would remain both child-friendly and 
accurate to the breed. Balancing those two 
goals was extremely important because we 
the illustrations to reflect the breed stan-
dard while still appealing to young readers. 

Next, we work with the illustrator to deter-
mine the layout of each page. We discussed 
text placement, visual storytelling, and 
specific details that should appear in the 
illustrations. 

The illustrator then created thumbnail 
sketches for each page. These small sketch-
es gave us an early preview of how the 
story would visually unfold. After thumb-
nails were approved, the illustrator created 
rough versions of the full interior pages. 
Each illustration went through multiple 
rounds of revisions. The Public Education 
team and AKC staff reviewed every stage 
and provided detailed feedback. Additional 
team members and subject matter experts 
also contributed feedback to ensure accu-
racy and clarity. One of the most exciting 
stages was adding color to the illustrations. 
Our illustrator used a detailed process that 
begins with drawing the artwork, painting 
it with watercolor, and then transferring it 
digitally to refine the final image. Because 
the process is so detailed, providing clear 
and thorough feedback at this stage was 
essential. One of the biggest challenges was 
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ensuring the sports and breeds were repre-
sented accurately while still being easy for 
children to understand. Our illustrator had 
limited background in dog sports, so we 
needed to provide reference images and 
detailed explanations. In some cases, entire 
pages had to be redesigned. For example, 
the dog show illustration was scrapped and 
redone to ensure the details were clearer 
and easier for readers to recognize. The 
back of the book will include educational 
pages featuring real images of dog breeds 
and AKC Sports. These pages will also 
include information about the AKC and 
links to learn more. 

This book helps achieve several goals. It 
introduces families to the AKC brand. It 
highlights lesser-known breeds and dog 
sports. It provides educational content for 
families and educators. It also supports 
programs like Bailey’s Book Club, where 
books can be distributed to schools na-
tionwide. We anticipate the book will be 
completed by the second quarter of this 
year. Once published, it will be available 
through several channels, including the 
AKC Shop, the traveling AKC Booth, Am-
azon, and major AKC events. In addition, 
copies will be donated to Title 1 schools 
through the Bailey’s Book Club program. 
This project helps expand AKC’s educa-
tional reach while introducing new families 
and children to the world of dogs in the 
AKC community. You can pick up a flyer 

about this book on the check-in table. 

Education has long been a part of the 
AKC mission, but 2026 marks a milestone 
year. This year is the 10-year anniversary 
of the AKC Education Department, and 
I’m proud of the progress our team has 
made building programs that serve the 
entire AKC community. You can scan the 
QR code to visit our website, and you can 
also contact me anytime. Thank you for 
your continued support. 

The Chair called on Ernest Obubah, from 
KPMG, for the second Teller’s Report.

Mr. Obubah: Here’s the report from the 
second ballot. 

Total number of ballots cast, 332. Invalid 
ballots, 9. Majority vote needed for elec-
tion, 167. Results: Carl Ashby, 49; Karen 
Burgess, 26; Patricia Cruz, 8; Sue Gold-
berg, 100; Laurie Maulucci, 16; Lisa Pe-
terson, 14; Thomas Powers, 110. 

The Chair announced that as no candidate 
received a majority vote, there would be a 
third ballot to elect one candidate to the 
Class of 2030. 

Laurie Maulucci, Delegate from the South 
Windsor Kennel Club, withdrew her name 
from the ballot.

Patricia Cruz, Delegate from the Heart 
of the Plains Kennel Club, withdrew her 
name from the ballot.
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Karen Burgess, Delegate from the Greater 
Clark County Kennel Club, withdrew her 
name from the ballot.

Lisa Peterson, Delegate from the Norwe-
gian Elkhound Association of America, 
withdrew her name from the ballot.

(Recess for voting.)

(Session resumed.)

The Chair called on Gail LaBerge, Dele-
gate from the Atlanta Obedience Club, to 
provide an update on the AKC PAC. 

Ms. LaBerge spoke as follows: 
Good morning, everyone. Normally, I 
come up and I ask you for money. Well, 
of course, I’m asking for money. But to-
day, I want to share a story that happened 
in the past week to show what your PAC 
money is doing and how giving local PAC 
money really makes a difference. A week 
ago, Friday night, after business hours, I 
received a notification from the Georgia 
State Senate that we had a dog bill coming 
up on Monday morning in committee. I 
read the bill, and it’s an anti-breeder bill, 
similar to others we’ve been seeing across 
the country. So, I notified Sheila Goffe 
and her staff, and then I called Ronnie 
Gaskins, Chairman of Georgia Hunting & 
Fishing. He also happens to be a County 
Commissioner in South Georgia. When 
Ronnie decided to run seven years ago 
for County Commissioner, the AKC PAC 

supported his campaign. He said to me, 
“There’s three people running. It’s an 
open seat. I expect a runoff.” But he won 
outright, and he told me that AKC PAC 
support money allowed his campaign to 
do some that made the difference in his 
election. All these years later, he lets me 
know the senator sponsoring this bill is his 
senator, blind copies me on an email that 
I will tell you, it was apparent he knew this 
guy personally because I’d never said what 
he said to him in an email! By Saturday 
AKC has an alert out, Ronnie Gaskins has 
been in touch with the AG Commissioner, 
who also wasn’t happy about the last-min-
ute surprise, and Geogia Canine Coalition 
and AKC supporters are blowing up the 
sponsor’s email box. One of the Georgia 
Canine Coalition members happens to 
be a neighbor of a very influential com-
mittee member, a senator. She goes down 
the road and has a chat with him. He also 
calls the sponsor. That little bit of money 
that we gave years ago went a long way in 
helping us! 

I also have to share this. Ronnie told me 
that when he called the senator, he told 
him, Georgia Hunting & Fishing Federa-
tion will not support this, and they have a 
large group in his area. Nor will the Geor-
gia Canine Coalition, and I am told that 
the American Kennel Club will oppose 
this bill as written. And the senator’s words 
were, “Don’t bring AKC down here on 
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me.” By Sunday evening, the bill no lon-
ger had a hearing scheduled for Monday 
morning, which meant he did not get it 
passed before the session deadline. It was 
a great victory, and I believe it’s a victo-
ry for the AKC PAC. When you give, it 
does open the door for the AKC GR team 
and dog owners everywhere. Please think 
about what it can do for you and your 
community and your state. And remem-
ber, you have the right when you donate 
to also recommend individuals that you 
want us to consider giving a PAC donation 
to. We’re happy to give that money away 
because that’s the whole idea. 

Finally, we’re excited to announce that this 
year’s sweepstakes is a trip to Costa Rica 
for a week and a $1,000 gift card to pay 
for your airfare. We hope you’ll make a 
contribution and encourage all your club 
members to do the same! Now is a great 
time to give. 

The Chair informed the Delegates that the 
Tuesday, June 9, 2026, Delegate Meeting 
will be held at the Doubletree Newark 
Airport Hotel. Detailed information will be 
emailed as soon as it becomes available. 

The following Delegates spoke during 
New Business:

Kevin Dryman, Delegate from the Skokie 
Valley Kennel Club, praised the Patriotic 
Puppy Program, emphasizing the need for 
first responders to have adequate resourc-

es. He called attention to the significant 
decrease in service dog availability, lead-
ing to wait times of over five years due to 
volunteer shortages, high costs and fund-
ing problems, training limitations, industry 
regulation gaps, and fraudulent dogs. He 
inquired about the AKC Service Dog Pass 
website, which currently shows no available 
services and questioned AKC’s plans to 
increase volunteer support for service dogs, 
due to the exigency of combat veterans.

In response, Ms. Goffe explained that 
the AKC Service Dog Pass program was 
currently on hiatus. However, the AKC is 
actively promoting the breeding of service 
dogs, as demonstrated by the Patriotic 
Puppy Program. She directed Mr. Dry-
man to the AKCGR website at akcgr.org 
for more information on service dogs and 
also invited him to speak with her on the 
topic.

Connie Butherus, Delegate from the  
Afghan Hound Club of America, reported 
for the Parent Clubs Committee on the Pat 
Laurans Difference Maker Awards for the 
quarter. The four honorees were Wayne 
Ferguson, David Frei, Bill and Tina Trues-
dale. 

Ann Wallin, Delegate from the Atlanta 
Kennel Club, spoke as a member of the 
Board of Directors of AKC Reunite to 
provide an update on their charitable giv-
ing programs thus far in 2026: 
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•	 AKC Reunite Pet Disaster Relief Trail-
ers: 120 donated to date. 8 trailers in 
production.

•	 AKC Reunite K-9 Cop Grant Pro-
gram: 964 grants have been awarded 
to date, representing over $7 million in 
total grants; 75 of 80 have already been 
approved for 2026. 

•	 Emergency Disaster Grants: 1 grant 
has been awarded so far in 2026, total-
ing $2,500. 

•	 Search and Rescue Grants: 6 grants 
have been awarded so far in 2026, to-
taling over $15,000

Monica Stoner, Delegate from the Saluki 
Club of America and Editor of Perspec-
tives, expressed gratitude to the Delegates 
who contributed photos and articles for 
the March issue. She encouraged every-
one to read it, noting that the feature on 
low entry breeds was a highlight. The next 
photo theme has yet to be determined. 
She stated that submissions on any writing 
topic are welcome and offered assistance 
in refining them if needed. 

Sandra Rolenaitis, Delegate from the 
Harrisburg Kennel Club, shared that as 
Shiba Inu breeders, she and her husband 
have donated $105,000 over the last 11 
years to East Coast Shiba Inu rescues and 
a glaucoma DNA marker research trial. 
When placing puppies, they ask buyers to 
donate $20 to the National Resue, SIRRA, 
a 501(c)(3) organization, which allows 

them to get a tax deduction. Donations 
are tracked, and after their Christmas fund 
drive, the collected funds are sent to SIR-
RA to distribute to reputable Shiba res-
cues. This year, they have raised $15,000, 
including a $6,000 donation to Michigan 
State for the glaucoma trial. 

Staying connected with puppy owners 
allows them to make a positive impact on 
their breed and give back to the dog com-
munity.

Hearing no further business, the Chair ad-
vised the Delegates that the meeting would 
recess while the votes were being counted 
for the third ballot.

(Recess.)

(Session resumed.)

The Chair called on Ernest Obubah, from 
KPMG, for the third Teller’s Report.

Mr. Obubah: Here’s the report from the 
third ballot. 

Total number of ballots cast, 325. Invalid 
ballots, 1. Majority vote needed for elec-
tion, 163. Results: Carl Ashby, 45; Sue 
Goldberg, 141; Thomas Powers, 138. 

The Chair announced that as no candidate 
received a majority vote, there would be a 
fourth ballot to elect one candidate to the 
Class of 2030. 

The Chair advised the Delegates that the 
meeting would recess while the votes were 
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being counted for the fourth ballot.

(Recess.)

(Session resumed.)

The Chair called on Ernest Obubah, from 
KPMG, for the fourth Teller’s Report.

Mr. Obubah: Here’s the report from the 
fourth ballot. 

Total number of ballots cast, 306. Invalid 
ballots, 0. Majority vote needed for elec-
tion, 153. Results: Carl Ashby, 23; Sue 
Goldberg, 149; Thomas Powers, 134. 

The Chair announced that as no candidate 
received a majority vote, there would be 
a fifth ballot to elect one candidate to the 
Class of 2030. 

Carl Ashby, Delegate from the United 
States Kerry Blue Terrier Club, withdrew 
his name from the ballot.

(Recess for voting.)

(Session resumed.)

The Chair advised the Delegates that the 
meeting would recess while the votes were 
being counted for the fifth ballot.

(Recess.)

(Session resumed.)

The Chair called on Ernest Obubah, from 
KPMG, for the fifth Teller’s Report.

Mr. Obubah: Here’s the report from the 

fifth and final ballot. 

Total votes cast, 307. Number of invalid 
ballots, 1. Majority needed, 154. 

Results: Sue Goldberg, 162. Thomas Pow-
ers, 144. 

The Chair declared that Sue Goldberg was 
duly elected as a member of the Class of 
2030. 

Board members were instructed to go to 
the Salem/Warren room.

The Chair thanked the Board members 
whose terms ended, Chris Sweetwood, 
Red Tatro, and Ann Wallin, for their ser-
vice over the last eight years. 

The Chair adjourned the meeting. (One 
sharp rap of the gavel.)

(Proceedings concluded at 12:19 p.m. ET.) 

The opinions expressed by the speakers 
may not necessarily reflect those of 
The American Kennel Club. 


