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Next General Meeting 

March 13, 2024 

7:00pm 

Masonic Center 

648 Centerville Pl., 

North Syracuse, NY 13212 

General Meeting Dates for 

First Quarter 

January 10th * February 14th * March 13th

Next Board Meeting 

March s. 2024 

6:00pm 

Board Meeting Dates for 

First Quarter 

January 2nd * Febrauary 6th * March 5th

OKA's Official Website is 

http://www.onondagakennel.com 

lease send all submission material to the Editor, Jennife 

La Mere: at jenlamere103@gmail.com. 

OKA Events on the Horizon 

Join us on March 17th, 2024, to celebrate the Spring 
Match and showcase our Irish spirit for a chance to 
win enchanting prizes. Don't forget to bring your 
raffle baskets and kindly hand them over to Jamie 
Goodrich. As part of our ongoing campaign to 
support local fire departments, OKA will continue to 
provide them with pet oxygen masks. 

From March 28th to the 31st, the Salt City Cluster 
starts Tapping Day on Tuesday, the 26th, then 
Setup Day on the 27th, followed by OKA's day on 
Thursday. Meet the Breeds will grace the halls again 
this year, led by Linda Walawander. See page 2 for 
details. 

For those who seek the thrill of the hunt, the Scent 
Work Trial beckons on May 11th and 12th, with 
more details soon to come. 

The Agility Trial is scheduled for September 20th 
-22nd, with further details to be shared as the event 
draws near. We are actively seeking individuals to 
join the Agility committee. 

Finally, as the fall colors enrapture our vision, the 
glorious FastCAT awaits on October 5th and 6th. 
Updates will be announced as they become 
available. Stay vigilant, dear travelers, for the magic 
of the canine realm awaits. 
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Onondaga Kennel Association 

H� 
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Place: Cicero Animal Clinic

8803 NYS Route 11 

�\A/ht:>r 
Brewerton, NY 13029

��
: Mondays 6-7pm 

'0--'----'�3 OKA Member Free
Non-Member $10.00 

You can find our Winter Handling Class 
schedule on the OKA Website Calendar. 
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News Release             For Immediate Release 
 

2024 AKC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
JUDGING PANEL NOW AVAILABLE  

 

NEW YORK, NY (February 21, 2024) – The American Kennel Club® (AKC®) is pleased to 
announce the judging panel for the 2024 AKC National Championship Presented by 
Royal Canin to be held at the Orange County Convention Center in Orlando, Florida on 
Saturday, December 14 and Sunday, December 15, 2024.  
 
The 2024 event will showcase the top canine athletes and will also include popular 
attractions such as the Best Bred-by-Exhibitor competition, the AKC National Owner-
Handled Series Finals, and the AKC Royal Canin National All-Breed Puppy and Junior 
Stakes. The show will once again take place alongside the AKC Agility Invitational and the 
Obedience Classic, with junior events in Conformation, Agility, Obedience and Rally, as 
well as special attraction North America Diving Dogs (NADD) Santa Splash.  
 
Leading the charge as Best in Show judge for the 2024 National Championship is Mr. 
Terry Stacy of Durham, NC and Elizabeth “Beth” Sweigart of Bowmansville, PA will 
judge Best Bred-by-Exhibitor in Show. The judges for the National Owner-Handled Series 
Finals and the AKC Royal Canin National All-Breed Puppy and Junior Stakes will be 
announced at a later date. 
 
“This year’s show boasts an impressive lineup of judges, with Terry and Beth leading the 
charge,” said Show Chairman Dennis B. Sprung. “Now in its 24th year, the AKC National 
Championship continues to showcase the best of the best and is sure to be an exhilarating 
competition for breeders, exhibitors and judges.” 
 
Judges for the seven variety groups and the Miscellaneous Classes at the AKC 
National Championship are:  
 
SPORTING – Mr. Clay Coady – Paradise Valley, AZ 
HOUND – Pamela Lambie – Phoenix, AZ 
WORKING – Ms. Rita J. Biddle, Esq. – Eagle, MI 
TERRIER – Pamela Bruce – Welland, ON 
TOY – Mr. Robin Stansell – Clayton, NC 
NON-SPORTING – Mr. Charles Olvis – Lake Wales, FL 
HERDING – Mr. Thomas Coen – Great Barrington, MA 
MISCELLANEOUS CLASSES – Mr. Clay Coady – Paradise Valley, AZ 
 
BEST JUNIOR HANDLER – Patricia Proctor – Yarmouth Port, MA 



 
JUNIOR PRELIMS – Rachel Robertson and Morgan Miller 
 
Judges for the seven Bred-by-Exhibitor variety groups are: 
 
SPORTING – Bonnie Threlfall – Cary, NC 
HOUND – Mr. Dennis B. Sprung. – New York, NY 
WORKING – Mrs. Sheila DiNardo – Valley Glen, CA 
TERRIER – Mr. Elliott Weiss – Novelty, OH 
TOY – Dana Cline – Albany, GA 
NON-SPORTING – Pamela Bruce – Welland, ON 
HERDING – Mr. Frank Kane – Cleveland, UKG 
 
BREED JUDGING FOR THE AKC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP: 
 
SPORTING GROUP BREED ASSIGNMENTS 
Mrs. Debbie Melgreen Barbet, Brittany, Lagotto Romagnolo, 

Nederlandse Kooikerhondje, Retriever 
(Chesapeake Bay), Retriever (Curly-Coat) 

Cindy Lane Bracco Italiano, Spaniel (Boykin), Spaniel 
(Cocker – all varieties), Spaniel (Field), 
Spaniel (Welsh Springer), Spinone 
Italiano, Wirehaired Pointing Griffon 

Mrs. Vicki Seiler-Cushman Pointer, Weimaraner 
Mr. Frank Kane Pointer (German Shorthaired), Pointer 

(German Wirehaired), Spaniel (Clumber), 
Vizsla, Wirehaired Vizsla 

Mrs. Joan Savage Retriever (Flat-Coated), Retriever (Nova 
Scotia Duck Tolling), Setter (English), 
Setter (Gordon), Setter (Irish), Setter (Irish 
Red & White), Spaniel (American Water), 
Spaniel (English Cocker), Spaniel (Irish 
Water), Spaniel (Sussex) 

Pamela Bruce Retriever (Golden) 
Claire White-Peterson Retriever (Labrador) 
Mrs. Darcy Quinlan Spaniel (English Springer) 
HOUND GROUP BREED ASSIGNMENTS 
Bonnie Threlfall Afghan Hounds, Basenji, Borzoi, English 

Foxhound, Grand Basset Griffon 
Vendeen, Rhodesian Ridgeback, Saluki, 
Scottish Deerhound 

Mr. David Miller American English Coonhound, American 
Foxhound, Azawakh, Black and Tan 
Coonhound, Bloodhound, Bluetick 
Coonhound, Portuguese Podengo 
Pequeno, Sloughi, Treeing Walker 
Coonhound, Whippet 

Jamie Hubbard Basset Hound, Beagle (both varieties), 
Cirneco dell’Etna, Greyhound, Norwegian 



Elkhound, Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen, 
Plott Hound, Redbone Coonhound 

Mrs. Darcy Quinlan Dachshund (all varieties) 
Dr. Eric Liebes Harrier, Ibizan Hound, Irish Wolfhound, 

Otterhound, Pharaoh Hound 
WORKING GROUP BREED ASSIGNMENTS 
Pamela Bruce Akita, Anatolian Shepherd Dog, Bernese 

Mountain Dog, Boerboel, Bullmastiff, Cane 
Corso, Chinook 

Dana Cline Alaskan Malamute, Black Russian Terrier, 
Dogue de Bordeaux, Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dog, Leonberger, 
Newfoundland, Portuguese Water Dog, 
Tibetan Mastiff 

Mr. Clay Coady Boxer, Doberman Pinscher, Giant 
Schnauzer, Great Dane 

Mrs. Vicki Seiler-Cushman Dogo Argentino, Komondor, Kuvasz, 
Mastiff, Neapolitan Mastiff, Rottweiler, 
Samoyed, Siberian Husky 

Dr. Eric Liebes German Pinscher, St. Bernard, Standard 
Schnauzer 

Mr. Norman Kenney Great Pyrenees 
TERRIER GROUP BREED ASSIGNMENTS 
Mrs. Rosalind Kramer Airedale Terrier, Irish Terrier, Kerry Blue 

Terrier, Lakeland Terrier, Rat Terrier, 
Russell Terrier, Scottish Terrier, Skye 
Terrier 

Mrs. Lydia Hutchinson American Hairless Terrier, Australian 
Terrier, Cesky Terrier, Glen of Imaal 
Terrier, Miniature Schnauzer, Parson 
Russell Terrier, Soft Coated Wheaten 
Terrier, Welsh Terrier 

Mr. Desmond Murphy American Staffordshire Terrier, Bedlington 
Terrier, Border Terrier, Bull Terrier (both 
varieties), Dandie Dinmont Terrier, Fox 
Terrier (Smooth), Fox Terrier (Wire), 
Miniature Bull Terrier  

Mr. Frank Kane Cairn Terrier, Manchester Terrier 
(Standard), Norfolk Terrier, Norwich 
Terrier, Sealyham Terrier, Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier, West Highland White Terrier 

TOY GROUP BREED ASSIGNMENTS 
Mrs. Lydia Hutchinson Affenpinscher, Biewer Terrier, Italian 

Greyhound, Miniature Pinscher, 
Pekingese, Pug 

Mr. Edd Bivin Brussels Griffon, Chinese Crested, 
English Toy Spaniel (all varieties), 
Havanese 

Mrs. Vicki Seiler-Cushman Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Linda George Chihuahua (both varieties), Papillon 



Gina Wieser Japanese Chin, Maltese, Pomeranian, 
Shih Tzu, Toy Fox Terrier 

Mr. Frank Kane Manchester Terrier (Toy) 
Elliott Weiss  Poodle (Toy) 
Cindy Lane Russian Toy, Silky Terrier 
Mr. Charles Olvis Yorkshire Terrier 
NON-SPORTING GROUP BREED ASSIGNMENTS 
Mr. Todd Richard Jackson American Eskimo Dog, Chow Chow, 

Finnish Spitz, Norwegian Lundehund, 
Shiba Inu, Tibetan Spaniel, Tibetan 
Terrier, Xoloitzcuintli 

Mrs. Eva Berg Bichon Frise, Bulldog, Coton de Tulear, 
Dalmatian, Lhasa Apso, Löwchen, 
Schipperke 

Elliott Weiss Boston Terrier, Chinese Shar-Pei, 
Keeshond, Poodle (Miniature & Standard) 

Mrs. Sheila DiNardo French Bulldog 
HERDING GROUP BREED ASSIGNMENTS 
Mr. Charles Olvis Australian Cattle Dog, Beauceron, 

Bergamasco, Berger Picard, Border Collie, 
Bouvier des Flandres, Entlebucher 
Mountain Dog, Polish Lowland Sheepdog 

Elliott Weiss Australian Shepherd 
Mr. Norman Kenney Bearded Collie, Briard, Canaan Dog, 

Finnish Lapphund, German Shepherd 
Dog, Miniature American Shepherd, 
Norwegian Buhund, Spanish Water Dog 

Ms. Linda Robey Belgian Lakenois, Belgian Malinois, 
Belgian Sheepdog, Belgian Tervuren, 
Cardigan Welsh Corgi, Icelandic 
Sheepdog, Mudi, Swedish Vallhund  

Nioma Stoner Coen Collie (both varieties), Pembroke Welsh 
Corgi 

Dr. Eric Liebes Old English Sheepdog, Puli, Pumi, 
Pyrenean Shepherd, Shetland Sheepdog 

 
*Panel subject to final approval. 
 
About Best in Show judge Terry Stacy: 
W. Terry Stacy purchased a Cocker Spaniel in 1952 and began showing as a Junior 
Handler. He bred his first Cocker Champion in 1955 which led to numerous other 
Champions. After an education at Marietta College, he became Kennel Manager for the 
Downsbraugh Kennels of Mr. and Mrs. William Brainard where he worked with Smooth 
Fox Terriers, Welsh Terriers, Greyhounds and Labrador Retrievers. A successful career 
of 15 years as a professional handler followed. He finished titles on breeds in each of the 
6 Groups then recognized by the American Kennel Club as well as winning many Best in 
Show and Group awards. 
 
In 1978, Terry began a career as a Dog Show Superintendent for MBF Dog Shows. 
Three years later he was hired by the American Kennel Club where he worked another 



15-year career as Vice President of Dog Events and later was elected Senior Vice 
President until he retired in 1995.  
 
Mr. Stacy resides in Durham, NC with his wife Jackie who judges All Breeds. As a judge 
of five Groups, Mr. Stacy has judged shows throughout the world.  
 
About Best Bred-By-Exhibitor judge Elizabeth “Beth” Sweigart: 
Ms. Elizabeth "Beth" Sweigart of Bowmansville, Pennsylvania was born on Long Island, 
NY and has been involved with dogs all her life. First, with the Labrador Retrievers that 
her father used for duck hunting on Great South Bay, and later, after marriage, she 
started breeding and showing Labs under the Yarrow prefix in the 1960s. She started 
breeding Norwich and Norfolk terriers in the 1970s and Affenpinschers in the 1990s. Ms. 
Sweigart has bred National Specialty, Best in Show winners, and top-ranked dogs. 
  
Since retiring as a professional handler in 2006, Ms. Sweigart has been an AKC 
approved judge for the Sporting, Terrier and Toy groups as well as some breeds in the 
Working and Herding groups. 
 

### 
 
ABOUT THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB 
Founded in 1884, the American Kennel Club is a not-for-profit organization which maintains the 
largest registry of purebred dogs in the world and oversees the sport of purebred dogs in the 
United States. The AKC is dedicated to upholding the integrity of its registry, promoting the sport 
of purebred dogs and breeding for type and function.  Along with its more than 5,000 licensed and 
member clubs and its affiliated organizations, the AKC advocates for the purebred dog as a 
family companion, advances canine health and well-being, works to protect the rights of all dog 
owners and promotes responsible dog ownership. More than 26,000 competitions for AKC-
registered purebred and mixed breed dogs are held under AKC rules and regulations each year 
including conformation, agility, obedience, rally, tracking, herding, lure coursing, coonhound 
events, hunt tests, field and earthdog tests. 
 
Affiliate AKC organizations include the AKC Humane Fund, AKC Canine Health Foundation, AKC 
Reunite, the AKC Museum of the Dog, and the AKC Purebred Preservation Bank.  For more 
information, visit www.akc.org.  
 
AKC, American Kennel Club, the American Kennel Club seal and design, and all associated 
marks and logos are trademarks, registered trademarks and service marks of The American 
Kennel Club, Inc. 
 
Become a fan of the American Kennel Club on Facebook and follow us on Instagram 
@americankennelclub 
  
About Royal Canin USA 
Royal Canin USA, a subsidiary of Mars, Incorporated is a leader in science-based cat and dog 
health nutrition. Founded by a veterinarian in 1968, Royal Canin has more than 50 years of 
experience in delivering individualized nutritional solutions. In collaboration with an expert team of 
nutritionists, breeders, and veterinarians from around the world, Royal Canin places cats and 
dogs at the central point of the innovation process. The Royal Canin product line offers a range of 
diets based on size, age, breed, lifestyle, and therapeutic requirements. Royal Canin diets are 
available at veterinary hospitals and pet specialty stores nationwide. To learn more about Royal 
Canin, visit www.royalcanin.com and follow us on Instagram at @royalcaninus. 
  
 



Media Contacts:  
Brandi Hunter Munden     
American Kennel Club         
Brandi.Munden@akc.org   
 
Alyssa D’Orazio 
Royal Canin  
Alyssa.Dorazio@effem.com   
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February 2024 Conformation Judging Approvals 
 
To assist clubs in the formation of their judging panels and to raise awareness of recent 
conformation judging approvals, the following is a list of judges and breeds approved on permit 
status in February 2024. The list also provides approvals for Best in Show and Junior Showmanship. 
To remind, use of permit judges (approved for less than one group) by a club may be applied 
toward a club’s compliance requirements for the holding of future AKC events.  

Additional resources are also available on AKC website including a list of all permit approvals since 
the most recent publication of the printed judges directory at: http://cdn-apps.akc.org/judges-
directory/Permit-List.pdf, and an up to date grid of Group and Best in Show Judges at: http://cdn-
apps.akc.org/judges-directory/ConformationGroup_BestinShow_Judges.pdf.  
 
New Breed Permit Judges 
Ms. Sheila Taylor Allen, WA (66830) Smooth Fox Terriers 
Terri Cournoyer, MS (112049) Bull Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, Staffordshire Bull Terriers 
Mrs. Marissa Hendrix, AR (113279) Golden Retrievers 
Mrs. Rebecca Myers, FL (113529) St. Bernards, Collies 
Mrs. Marlys Swanson, WA (36823) Labrador Retrievers 

 
Additional Breed Permit Judges 
Mr. Gary L. Andersen, AZ (6176) Berger Picards, Border Collies, Bouviers des Flandres, Cardigan 
Welsh Corgis, Collies, German Shepherd Dogs, Norwegian Buhunds, Pembroke Welsh Corgis, Pumik, 
Shetland Sheepdogs 
Maria Arechaederra, CA (110565) Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, German Pinschers, Great Danes, 
Saint Bernards, Siberian Huskies 
Ronda Bermke, WI (94073) Sloughi, Belgian Malinois, Canaan Dogs 
Mrs. Marla Capozzi, TN (100459) Basenjis, Bloodhounds, Bluetick Coonhounds, Norwegian 
Elkhounds, Scottish Deerhounds, Treeing Walker Coonhounds 
Mrs. Vicky Cook, OR (103755) Portuguese Podengo Pequenos 
Mrs. Terry Dennison, AK (47424) Australian Cattle Dogs, Belgian Tervurens, Border Collies, 
Finnish Lapphunds, Norwegian Buhunds, Pumik 
Mrs. Penny DiSiena, FL (76729) Afghan Hounds, Azawakhs, Bluetick Coonhounds, Greyhounds, 
Salukis 
Mrs. Beth Downey, MS (102539) Black and Tan Coonhounds, Dachshunds, Bulldogs, French 
Bulldogs, Lowchen, Tibetan Terriers, Xoloitzcuintli 
Cathy Eke, IN (101345) French Bulldogs 
Mr. Edward A. Fojtik, IL (104757) Barbets, Pointers, Gordon Setters, Irish Red and White Setters, 
Spinoni Italiani, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons, Poodles 

mailto:judgingops@akc.org
http://www.akc.org/
http://cdn-apps.akc.org/judges-directory/Permit-List.pdf
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http://cdn-apps.akc.org/judges-directory/ConformationGroup_BestinShow_Judges.pdf
http://cdn-apps.akc.org/judges-directory/ConformationGroup_BestinShow_Judges.pdf


Judging Operations Department  
PO Box 900062  

Raleigh, NC 27675-9062 
919-816-3570 

judgingops@akc.org  
www.akc.org  

 

  
 
2 | P a g e             February 2024 Conformation Judging Approvals 

 
Mr. Larry E. Hansen, Jr., AZ (19512) Boxers  
Mrs. Robette Johns, IL (7134) Australian Cattle Dogs, Old English Sheepdogs, Spanish Water Dogs 
Ms. Julie Jussaume, CT (78701) Barbets, Lagotti Romagnoli, German Shorthaired Pointers, Curly-
Coated Retrievers, Golden Retrievers, English Setters 
Mrs. Nancy Lovelady, NV (97313) Basset Hounds, Beagles, Dachshunds, Greyhounds, Ibizan 
Hounds, Pharaoh Hounds, Portuguese Podengo Pequenos, Rhodesian Ridgebacks 
Sharon Masnick, SC (97181) Boston Terriers, Bulldogs, Tibetan Spaniels 
Ms. Bonnie Money, IN (105681) Bernese Mountain Dogs, Australian Cattle Dogs, Bouviers des 
Flandres, Mudik, Swedish Vallhunds 
Mr. Jerry Parisek, FL (97009) Affenpinschers, Brussels Griffons, Chinese Cresteds, Poodles, Collies 
Mr. Benson E. Ray, SC (97179) Boston Terriers, Bulldogs, Tibetan Spaniels 
Mrs. Sharon Ann Redmer, MI (2711) Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Bulldogs, Cotons du Tulear, 
French Bulldogs, Shibu Inu), Airedale Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, Welsh Terriers 
Mrs. Charlene Rutar, IN (94495) Finnish Spitz, Lhasa Apsos, Shiba Inu 
Mr. John Schoeneman, NC (98359) Balance of Herding Group (Beaucerons, Bergamasco 
Sheepdogs, Briards, Entlebucher Mountain Dogs, Finnish Lapphunds, Lancashire Heelers, Mudik, 
Norwegian Buhunds, Spanish Water Dogs) 
Ms. Pamela Schroeder, WA (108285) Boxers, Bullmastiffs, Dogues de Bordeaux, Great Danes, 
Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, Samoyeds, Pumik 
Marilyn Van Vleit, OR (67040) American English Coonhounds, Beagles, Borzois 
Ms. Judith White, OH (95513) Bedlington Terriers, Sealyham Terriers 
Ms. Kathy L. Wilkins, GA (6799) Chihuahuas, Border Collies, German Shepherd Dogs 
Ms. Pamela Wilson, TX (64914) Chinese Cresteds, Havanese, Japanese Chins, Russian Toys, 
Yorkshire Terrier 

 
Junior Showmanship Permit Judges 
Mrs. Vicky Cook, OR (103755)   All-Breed JS 
Terri Cournoyer, MS (112049)   JS-Limited Status 
Mrs. Beth Downey, MS (102539)   All-Breed JS 
Mrs. Marissa Hendrix, AR (113279)   JS-Limited Status 
Mrs. Erin L. McClurg-McRobb, TX (29712)   All-Breed JS 
Ms. Madeline McCue, CA (113393)   All-Breed JS 
Mrs. Rebecca Myers, FL (113529)   All-Breed JS  
Mr. Alex Wheeler, MA (113371)   All-Breed JS 
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